
 

Sand Creek Elementary Language Policy  

 

Mission 

Our school will develop globally minded citizens who make meaningful contributions to the 
world through reflective inquiry, creativity, and problem solving. 

Vision 

Inspiring Students to G.R.O.W. 

Great collaboration, Respectful relationships, Outstanding achievement, Welcoming 
environment 

Language Philosophy  

We believe that all teachers are teachers of language who promote language growth with our 
students. This  includes the languages of math, science, art, music and technology. We strive to 
create a multilingual community of respectful trusting students who love learning while in a 
multicultural setting. We aim to: 

● Empower students as language owners when speaking, listening, reading, and writing 

● Promote the enjoyment and correct use of language through inquiry  

● Encourage students to be risk takers of language through metacognitive skills 

● Respect native tongue of our scholars, as well as additional languages 

 

Our Students  

The students at Sand Creek Elementary come from a variety of linguistic backgrounds and 
languages, which are considered their “mother tongue”.   

Language Backgrounds 2016-2017 
Language Student Count % of Student 

Population 
English 407 75.7% 
Spanish 119 22.1% 
Arabic 7 1.3% 
Japanese 1 0.2% 
Mongolian 1 0.2% 
Rundi 1 0.2% 
Russian 1 0.2% 
Vietnamese 1 0.2% 

  
 

 

 

Language of Instruction  



 

At Sand Creek Elementary, for students who are not proficient in the language of instruction, we 
differentiate instruction based on the needs of all students to foster the development of 
American English through:  

● The use of curricular resources and classroom structures to support the four 
language domains 

- Balanced Literacy: Whole-Group, Guided, and Independent Reading 
- Daily Language Instruction  
- Before and After School Tutoring and Enrichment Programs 
- Interventions Programs to support individual student language needs: 

Phonics for Learning, Saxon Phonics, Reading Mastery (K-2), SIPPS, 
Voyager Passports (Language for Learning), Words their Way Word 
Study, Focus, Write Tools 

 

● Academic language instruction across all areas   

- 7 Steps to a Language Rich Environment 
- 38 Academic Language Builders 
- Talk Read Talk Write 

 

● Inquiry-based learning  

● Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) 

● Paraprofessional language support in small group setting   

● Frequent student reflection  

● Use of formal and informal assessment to drive instruction  

● Academic conversations (peer-to-peer and student-to-teacher)  

  

Additional Language  

● Spanish  

2nd – 5th grade students at Sand Creek Elementary will receive Spanish instruction weekly.  

K-1 students receive additional language support in American English and Spanish through 
Interactive Read-Aloud in our school library from our library tech and Spanish teacher and 
through our Monday Professional Learning Community (PLC) schedule.   

  

Mother Tongue Support  

At Sand Creek, we determine a student’s first language by asking parents to complete a Home 
Language Survey when the child enters Kindergarten or moves into the district.  If a language 
other than English is spoken in the home, a child is eligible for English Language Development 
(ELD) support and services.  



 

In communicating with parents about the first language, we emphasize the importance of 
maintaining their child’s first language at home.  

Sand Creek Elementary students are encouraged to celebrate their cultural identity through the 
use of their mother tongue (native language) at home and school. Students are encouraged to 
share their culture and language within their classroom and school learning through informative 
presentations to peers related to inquiry units, celebrations and other opportunities. The media 
center houses a collection of books in multiple languages and books in Spanish are available at 
our annual book fair. Parents of students whose mother tongue is other than English are 
provided with resources and information necessary to be involved in their child’s academic 
endeavors.  

Assessing Language Learning   

District, school and state-mandated language assessments (PARCC, STAR, iReady, ACCESS 
WIDA, DIBELS and Galileo  - see Assessment Policy for details) are used by teachers, parents, 
and students to assess individual and school-wide progress related to language learning. 
Teachers also utilize a variety of informal language assessments and progress monitoring in 
their own classrooms on a weekly basis. These assessment tools are used to inform language 
teaching and learning practices within the school.   

The school looks at individual student growth compared to state reading and writing standards. 
The school’s unified improvement plan, required by the state of Colorado, contains goals and 
strategies teachers use to address the language learning needs of students. This plan is revised 
annually based on the most current data from state and district.   

Feedback on students’ language development is given to students and parents through a 
variety of means, including but not limited to: quarterly progress reports, PARCC reports mailed 
by the state, iReady results, verbal communication between teachers, students, and parents, 
and the contents of student portfolios as we transition to student-led conferences.   

 Resources and Professional Development  

The school principal and leadership team work together to find professional development 
opportunities for staff to further their knowledge of best practices for guiding students’ 
language learning, including district and IB workshops, collaboration with other schools, book 
studies, language-specific graduate level courses, and sharing of best practices through 
professional learning communities.   

Building funds and grants are allocated for purchase of language learning and teaching 
materials for classrooms, the school’s leveled reading library, and the school media center. 
There is an annual budget managed by the school media specialist, with input from staff, 
parents, and students.   

 Language Policy Access, Articulation, and Review  

Sand Creek’s language policy is stored in an electronic format on the school’s Google Drive 
where all staff can access it. The language policy is also posted on the school’s website for 
parents to view. Classroom newsletters refer to components of the school’s language policy. All 
staff is knowledgeable about the policy and can communicate this knowledge to all 
stakeholders.   

The district provides schools with language learning standards (adapted from the Colorado 
State Standards), curriculum, materials, and required assessments. The coordinator provides 
staff with the PYP Standards and Practices related to teaching and learning. The coordinator 



 

receives information about updates to program standards and practices via the IB Online 
Curriculum Center and IB Arms, and promotes the use of the OCC among staff so they can 
directly access PYP documentation related to language practices.   

The school CLDE teachers participate in staff meetings, planning meetings, and collaborative 
work days. These teachers collaborate with classroom teachers to best support ELA students. 
They also help to develop the school language policy and language learning practices.   

Our language policy is a living document that will be formally reviewed annually and as the 
school community’s perspectives regarding language learning evolve.   

  

  

 

 

 


