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Sand Creek International School 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Students are now required to check themselves 

in via Infinite Campus. Please remind your 

eLearners to do this daily. Thank you! 

Happy October to the Sand Creek International School community! It’s hard to believe that the 

autumn season is already upon us, and we are finishing out the first quarter of the school year 

together. Our administrative team has been so amazed and proud of the incredible work our 

students, staff, and families have accomplished together. We recognize that this quarter (and 

really the past seven months!) have presented challenges we couldn’t have even imagined a year 

ago. Everyone in the Sand Creek family has rallied together to do what’s best for our students 

and continue teaching and learning as best we can! While we continue to accommodate both 

eLearners and in-person students, our staff has continued to find creative ways to build our 

school community, including lunch bunches that include students at the school and students at 

home! We look forward to seeing how our staff will continue to innovate in this new environment 

spurred by COVID. 

The end of first quarter means we will be holding parent-teacher conferences on Tuesday, 

October 13th. As always, this will serve as an opportunity for teachers to give families an update 

on student progress. In addition to updates on reading, writing, and math, teachers will also 

present student plans for those who are receiving extra support. We are extra conscious of 

safety during the epidemic, so we will be holding all conferences virtually. Below are some 

important notes to be aware of as conferences approach: 

• Teachers will send out time slots so families can identify times that work for them. 

• After teachers create the schedule, they will send families individualized Microsoft 

Teams calendar invites (this is the same platform used for eLearning and remote 

learning). 

• Teachers will share the same information on academic progress that they would even if 

conferences were held in-person. 

• Make sure to note if you need a translator provided for the conference so the teacher 

can work to schedule translation support. 

• Since we cannot have adult visitors in the building this year, these conference dates are 

extra important in making sure families and teachers are connecting. Make sure to bring 

any questions you have regarding your child’s schooling! 

Thank you again for a fantastic start to the school year. We look forward to the next three 

quarters and the adventures they are sure to bring!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder  Tamie Hollon 

Principal   Asst. Principal  Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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 Online Web Tool Access Parent Notice 

 

HSD2 schools and its teachers use several online tools to engage students and accelerate their 
learning. On the webpage https://www.hsd2.org/Page/2722 is a link to the list of School Service On-
Demand Providers that one or more of your student's teacher(s) may utilize as an online learning 
tool. Before using any of the tools, we wanted to make you aware of federal laws and regulations 
that apply to the use of technology to support classrooms and require parent consent in order to be 
most effective. 

FERPA 
In order for a teacher to use an online tool with student records or other information that could be 

personally identifiable, the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) requires that we obtain 

your consent to disclose your student's information to the website's operator or to other participants 

for the limited purpose of accessing the online tool.  For more information on FERPA, please visit 

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/training/student-privacy-101  

COPPA 
In order for students to use these programs/services, certain personal information must be provided 
to the web site operator. Under the Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), these 
websites must provide parental notification and obtain parental consent before collecting personal 
information from children under the age of 13. For more information on COPPA, please visit 

https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-
privacy-protection-rule 

Please take a moment to look at the website above to view the online tools we will be using. Please 
visit any of the websites to see what personal information the site collects. When an email address is 
needed, we will have your student use his or her District-provided email account when using these 
sites. 

After reviewing these sites, if parents DO NOT want their child(ren) to access these sites, please 
request an "Online Web Tool Opt-Out Form" from your child's school. Simply complete the form and 
return it to your school's front office so the school has record of your request to not access these 
online tools for the current school year. 

The school or your student's teacher may add online tools to this list during the course of the year. 
When new online tools are added, parents will be notified in standard school or classroom 
communications. 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Aviso de acceso a herramientas web en línea 

 

Las escuelas HSD2 y sus profesores utilizan varias herramientas en línea para involucrar a los estudiantes y 

acelerar su aprendizaje. En la página web https://www.hsd2.org/Page/2722 hay un enlace a la lista de 
Proveedores bajo demanda de servicios escolares que uno o más de los maestros de su estudiante 
pueden utilizar como una herramienta de aprendizaje en línea. Antes de usar cualquiera de las 
herramientas, queríamos hacerle consciente de las leyes y regulaciones federales que se aplican al uso de la 

tecnología para apoyar a los salones escolares, y requieren el consentimiento de los padres para ser más 
eficaz. 

FERPA 

Para que un maestro use una herramienta en línea con registros de estudiantes u otra información que 

pueda ser personalmente identificable, la Ley de Derechos de Educación Familiar y Privacidad (FERPA) 

requiere que obtengamos su consentimiento para divulgar la información de su estudiante a el operador del 

sitio web o a otros participantes con el propósito limitado de acceder a la herramienta en línea.  Para obtener 

más información sobre FERPA, visite https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/training/student-privacy-101 

COPPA 

Para que los estudiantes utilicen estos programas/servicios, se debe proporcionar cierta información 
personal al operador del sitio web. Bajo la Ley de Protección de la Privacidad infantil en línea (COPPA), estos 
sitios web deben proporcionar notificación de los padres y obtener el consentimiento de los padres antes de 
recopilar información personal de niños menores de 13 años. Para obtener más información sobre COPPA, 

visite https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-
online-privacy-protection-rule 

Por favor, tómese un momento para mirar el sitio web de arriba para ver las herramientas en línea que 
vamos a utilizar. Visite cualquiera de los sitios web para ver qué información personal recopila el sitio. 
Cuando se necesite una dirección de correo electrónico, haremos que su estudiante use su cuenta de correo 
electrónico proporcionada por el Distrito al usar estos sitios. 

Después de revisar estos sitios, si los padres NO quieren que sus hijos accedan a estos sitios, solicite un 
"Formulario de exclusión de la herramienta web en línea" de la escuela de su hijo. Simplemente complete el 
formulario y devuélvalo a la oficina de recepción de su escuela para que la escuela tenga un registro de su 
solicitud para no acceder a estas herramientas en línea para el año escolar actual. 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
Autumn is here is full force. Spectacular color changes are evident in the trees surrounding Sand Creek International and the cool, crisp 

Fall weather is upon us. Every day, the students at Sand Creek go to recess and since this is Colorado, sometimes warm sunny early 

morning weather turns colder by the time recess rolls around. Kids during this time of year should bring coats to school just in case we 

find ourselves outside and it’s chilly.  

According to the Colorado Department of Education, September was Attendance Awareness Month and a good time to remind 

families, students and communities about the importance of coming to school each day. Students who miss more than three days a 

month of school are at serious risk of falling behind their peers. 

Parents, please remember that all absences need to be excused by either a parent phone call or note. According to district policy, 

any absence after the 5th unexcused absence requires a doctor’s note to excuse the absence. This is extremely important because 

when a student has 10 unexcused absences, the school must file a compulsory attendance petition with the El Paso County Court 

system. Takeaway here? Call in each and every absence to avoid unnecessary complicating actions. 

Lastly, our weekly Lunch Bunches are officially up and running! Each week, we host “Lunch Bunch” for each grade level where 

students who are e-learning at home can login during lunch time and have some extra time to socialize with their peers. It is a great 

opportunity for e-learners and in-person learners to connect with each other outside of required class time.  Lunch Bunch Schedules for 

each grade level are listed below:  

Mondays  5th Grade 12:40-1:00   on TEAMS 

Tuesdays  4th Grade 11:50-12:10  on TEAMS 

Wednesdays              3rd Grade  11:30-11:50  on TEAMS 

Wednesdays              2nd Grade  10:50-11:10  on TEAMS 

Thursdays  1st Grade 11:30-11:50  on TEAMS 

Fridays               Kinder              11:40-12:00  on TEAMS 

Fridays                           6th/7th Grade 3:00-3:30  on TEAMS 

 

If you would like your student to attend, please let your child’s teacher know or contact Mr. McRoberts at 579-3771 or Mrs. Maldonado 

at 579-3781. 

Our 5th Grade Mentor Program started last week and all 5th graders (E-Learners and In-Person) have a staff member assigned to them as 

a Mentor. Any questions about this program, please contact Mr. McRoberts. 

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts             Ms. Kayla Maldonado 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

TECH TIDBITS 
What is Digital Citizenship?  In a nutshell, it is the ability to use technology and the Internet appropriately.   

There are nine elements to digital citizenship that are important to know.  They are as follows: 
1. Digital Access 
2. Digital Etiquette 
3. Digital Commerce 
4. Digital Right and Responsibilities 
5. Digital Literacy 
6. Digital Law 
7. Digital Communication 
8. Digital Health and Wellness 
9. Digital Security 

For this month, I wanted to discuss a couple of them.  Let’s start with Digital Access, which basically involves the ability to connect 
with others and access information using technology.  We will help our students with finding valuable and safe information when 
searching online.  Did you know that websites that end in .org or .edu are more reliable in their information than a simple .com?  There 
are also websites that will be safer for your children to search like the following:  safesearchkids.com, kiddle.co, www.alarms.org, and 
many more.  Type in Safe Search for Kids and there are numerous sites.   

The second one for this month is Digital Etiquette, which is using our technology to treat others with respect and avoiding 
inappropriate behavior while online.  We will continually discuss proper Internet behavior through digital citizenship lessons, or as things 
happen that need addressing.  Common Sense Education has great videos to watch about all different aspects of digital citizenship.  
Check it out! 
I hope learning a little about digital citizenship helps everyone to grow.  If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. 

Mrs. Tiffaney Koontz 
719-579-4948 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.alarms.org/
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MUSIC NOTES 
Hello All from the Music Room!  

I hope that you all had a nice 

September as the weather starts to get 

cooler.   

 

By now, hopefully everyone that is 

Remote Learning have smoothed out 

all their tech issues for either Band or 

Choir or 1st Grade music.  The 

assignments that are coming in are 

starting to have a much better 

quality to them and I thank you all 

greatly for that! 

 

Last, our band program was allotted 

$4000.00 by the district for us to get 

new instruments, music stands, and 

in-person learning beginner band 

books.  We have many students that 

are already making beautiful sounds 

on their instruments for the first 

time and they are super excited to be 

in band.  I hope that once we can all be 

together that we can make some 

wonderful music as a whole group!   

 

Happy Fall! 
 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

719-579-4961 
 

 

SPORT REPORT 
In Physical education, kindergarten and first 

grade will be working on high medium and low levels, 
straight curvy and zigzag pathways, knowing what it 
means to lead and follow, as well as words like front, 
back, side, over, under, through and beside.  We 
have also worked on motor skills of walking, running, 
skipping, galloping, hopping and jumping.  2nd  
through 4th grade students will be working on 
throwing both underhand and overhand, as well as 
where to take a pulse, and what the heart does.  

Please remember as the winter weather 
approaches all students need to have athletic shoes 
for P.E. If they wear boots to school send in some 
shoes that they can keep here so they always have 
shoes at school. 

Throughout the 1st quarter at the elementary 

school 3rd grade has been focusing on how to follow 

rules, how and why to include others in their 

activities, and how to give and use feedback. It has 

been a lot of fun seeing them congratulate and help 

each other be successful in different games. Next 

quarter they will be focusing on the different ways 

their body reacts to physical activity. 5th grade has 

been focusing on creating safe environments while 

participating in physical activity, setting goals, and 

analyzing problems they face and finding solutions to 

those problems. Next quarter they will be focusing on 

fitness components and how to apply them to their 

lives. I cannot wait to see the ideas they come up with 

on how to live a healthy lifestyle! 

At the middle school, students have focused 

on proper hygiene practices, what the different parts 

of a food label are, how to calculate consumed 

nutrients, and how to play spikeball! Next quarter we 

will be focusing on violence/drug prevention, safety, 

and personal fitness! Also at the middle school, 

students have had the opportunity to join an Athletics 

Camp. They have been participating in softball, 

basketball, track, and soccer type skills every week! 

We have had a lot of fun learning about the different 

sports and what skills are needed to compete in 

them! The camp is open for all 6th and 7th graders to 

join. 6th grade is every Tuesday, 3:45-4:45. 7th grade 

is every Thursday, 3:45-4:45. If your child is 

interested in joining all they need to do is get a 

permission slip signed and handed in! If they do not 

know where to get one please have them see Mr. 

Coyle or Mr. Frenzel! 

 
Coach Coyle 

Coach Frenzel 
719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
Yeti Families, 

 

In Spanish class this month Kinder -5th grade will be learning about Costa Rica on Mondays for Culture. Lessons through 

the month will include alphabet, numbers and IB lessons. Please practice greetings and farewells at home or ask your 

students what they can recall from Spanish class. For example, greetings that can be practiced are: hola, buenos días, 

buenas tardes, and buenas noches. Some farewells can include adiós, nos vemos luego, hasta mañana, and chao. 6th and 

7th grade will continue learning classroom vocabulary and commands as wells as school subjects and schedules.  

 

Familias Yetis,  

En la clase de español de este mes, Kinder a 5 ° grado aprenderá sobre Costa Rica los lunes sobre cultura. Las lecciones 

a lo largo del mes incluirán lecciones de alfabeto, números y IB. Practique saludos y despedidas en casa o pregunte a sus 

alumnos qué pueden recordar de la clase de español. Por ejemplo, saludos que se pueden practicar hola, buenos días, 

buenas tardes buenas noches. Algunas despedidas pueden incluir adiós, nos vemos luego, hasta mañana y chao. Los 

grados 6 y 7 continuarán aprendiendo el vocabulario y los comandos del aula, y también las materias y los horarios 

escolares. 
 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
Hi y’all!  

We are almost done with the first quarter! I cannot believe how fast it has gone by! With the first quarter being almost 
that also means we are going to have lots of finished art projects! I will be photographing all projects so that I can 
put together a digital art show so that everyone at home can see the incredible work our artists are creating. The link 
to this will be on my Canvas page once it is completed. I will also try to feature an eLearners section so I will include 
their projects as well. Right now Kindergarten eLearners have art as their elective and next quarter it will be 4th and 
5th grade.  

Our theme in art this year is inspired by one of our IB themes which is “Who We Are”. Each unit will have a project 
that goes along with this theme, my goal is to have students gain a better understanding of “Who We Are” through 
exploring various movements of art while experimenting with different mediums to create a final product. In addition 
to creating their own work they will critically think about how they can create and voice change through discussion 
and their creation of art.  

Kindergarten is completing Najavo inspired line rugs. 1st grade is learning how to use lines and shapes to abstractly 
write their names. 2nd grade is learning about collaging and creating still lifes. 3rd grade got to practice abstract 
expressionism and is now learning about portraits. 4th grade has been learning about and researching landscapes. I 
am so excited to see all of these projects complete!  

Emma Menke  
719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

CLDE NEWS 
Our language learners did an amazing 
job looking at scores from last year’s 
ACCESS test to create personal 
language goals to push them to do their 
best this year. These goals were created 
for all four language domains, reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening. Some 
students were even able to write some 
personal and classroom goals for the 
year. We are all looking forward to see 
everything these student achieve.  

 
 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

1) Engage all students in utilizing complex texts on a 

daily basis to build knowledge of science and social 

studies content, implementing a variety of scaffolds 

and techniques to allow all students to access and 

make meaning of the text. 

 

2) Grade level math blocks will be structured to allow 

for whole group math instruction (Tier I) as well as 

small group targeted math instruction in the  

classroom (Tier II) and support schedules will allow 

for additional math interventions for students needing 

MTSS in Math (Tier II and Tier III) to allow for 

student mastery of both math computation and 

conceptual understanding. 

 

3) Within K-4 there will be a consistent approach to 

implementing guided reading groups that includes all 

five components of reading, with an emphasis on 

phonemic awareness, phonics and morphology. School-

wide we will implement the vertical articulation in 

morphology, moving into Greek and Latin roots and 

multisyllabic words in the older grade levels and 

implementing this in either whole group or small group 

settings. 

 

PICTURE DAY 
IS COMING!!! 

 
When: Tuesday, October 20th 
        & Friday, October 23rd  
 

• Students DO NOT need to be 
in uniform 

• Every student in attendance 
will have their photo taken 

• eLearning students have the 
choice to come and have 
their photo taken OR they 
will be able to upload a 
picture of their own for the 
yearbook. More information 
will follow. 
 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

   1 2 

5 6 7 8 
IB Parent 

Seminar 3-3:30 

on Facebook Live 

9 

12 

NO SCHOOL 

13 

NO SCHOOL 
PARENT 

TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 

14 

NO SCHOOL 

15 

NO SCHOOL 

16 

NO SCHOOL 

19 20 
PICTURE DAY 

21 22 23 
PICTURE DAY 

26 27 28 29 30 

 

SAFETY WEEK!!! SAFETY WEEK!!! SAFETY WEEK!!! SAFETY WEEK!!! 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

