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Sand Creek International 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Welcome back to Sand Creek International for the 2019-2020 school year! Our informal theme 

with staff members this year has been “Adventure,” as we have taken on several new and exciting 

changes this year. As families saw during the Ice Cream Social and Back to School Night, our elementary 

wing was beautifully renovated to include new paint, new carpet, updated technology, and increased 

security measures at the front door. Our teachers worked incredibly hard to unpack and prepare their 

rooms for students with only three days to do so…that certainly required an adventurous spirit! 

 Another notable new adventure is Sand Creek’s first-ever 6th grade class, as we expand into a K-8 

school over the next few years. The middle school wing is quickly progressing with an estimated October 

completion date. Once the new furniture and finishings are installed, 6th grade will then be able to move 

into their permanent new home! It was wonderful seeing the smiles and looks of excitement as our 

families toured the new wing on back to school night. We have truly enjoyed having a 6th grade class as 

we begin this new year! An important reminder regarding the middle school expansion – just as we went 

through the process of being an IB candidate school before we became a full-fledged IB PYP school, we 

are now going through the same process for our middle school. We are already in the process to become 

a fully certified MYP (Middle Years Programme) school. That means your students will have a world-class 

IB education from Kindergarten all the way to 8th grade! If they choose to, they can continue in IB at 

Harrison High School when they are done at Sand Creek. 

 A few quick reminders for this year: 

• Our doors open at 8am this year. There is no supervision of students provided before this time. 

• We now have late start Mondays instead of early release. That means that doors open at 9:30am 

on Mondays now. Breakfast is available to students on Mondays, but keep in mind that is quite 

close to their lunch time as well. You may want to talk to your younger students about wise 

choices in how much to eat on Mondays! 

• As the weather gets cooler, students can wear sweaters, but they cannot have logos and must be 

uniform colors. Please help us enforce this if you notice your student leaving with a 

sweater/sweatshirt that is not uniform code. 

Once again, welcome to Sand Creek. We are looking forward to a very successful school year. If at any 

time you have questions, just call the front office at 579-3760.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
October is Safety Awareness Month and Sand Creek International is focusing on five key areas for keeping our kids safe 
this month. As always, we will be addressing issues around bullying and teaching kids to stand up for themselves and 
others by being Upstanders and doing the right thing with their words and support when kids are being mean to someone, 
instead of just standing by doing nothing. Additionally we will be teaching and modeling safe behavior for using the 
crosswalk and crossing streets where a crosswalk area is not readily available. Of course with Halloween approaching, we 
want our students to understand how to keep themselves safe during this night time event, by traveling in groups or with 
an adult, as well as not opening suspicious looking candy or food products. 

In particular however, your Social/Counseling Department wants to focus on Internet Safety and the Safe2Tell Program, 
which exists for all students in Colorado who want to anonymously report any threats or acts of violence. Safe2Tell is an 
excellent example of how the internet and cyber space can be used to help and protect people. Anybody can call Safe2Tell 
at 1-877-542-7233 or use the Web at safe2tellco.org and all calls or contacts are kept anonymous. 

We with everyone a very happy and safe October, and as always, if you have questions or concerns that we can help with, 
don’t hesitate to call at 579-3771 (Mr. McRoberts) or 579-3781 (Ms. Keen). Thank you! 

Mr. Brian McRoberts                                     Miss Nicki Keen 

School Counselor                           Social Worker 

719-579-3771                    719-579-3781 

ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
Hello and welcome to the 2019-2020 school year. My name is Erica Cardona and I am the new Spanish teacher. I 
am new to Sand Creek International and I am so excited to be here. This will be an exciting year as I get to work 
with these students as they develop Spanish speaking, writing, reading, and listening skills. We will discuss 
various topics throughout the year like introductions, colors, transportation, numbers, and of course connecting 
to cultures around the world that use Spanish as their language.  I look forward to working with your student as 
they learn Spanish. Kindergarten through 5th grade are learning how to say greetings, goodbyes as well as 
introductions. Please ask your student if they can recall any of the sayings we have been working with in Spanish 
class. 6th grade is working on classroom commands and supplies, as well as learning the alphabet in Spanish using 
cognates to remember the letters and sounds. Looking ahead all grades will receive 1-2 lessons tied into their 
learner profiles they are working on with homeroom teachers. On Mondays we learn about different Spanish 
speaking countries. We are currently learning about Spain 
 

Hola y bienvenidos al año escolar 2019-2020. Mi nombre es Erica Cardona y soy la nueva maestra de español. Soy 
nueva en Sand Creek International y estoy muy emocionado de estar aquí. Este será un año emocionante porque 
tengo la oportunidad de trabajar con sus estudiantes en lo que desarrollan habilidades de hablar, escribir, leer y 
escuchar en español. Discutiremos varios temas durante todo el año, como saludos y despedidas, colores, 
transporte, números y, por supuesto, la conexión con culturas de todo el mundo que usan el español como 
idioma. Estoy muy emocionada de poder trabajar con su estudiante mientras aprenden español. De kindergarten 
a quinto grado están aprendiendo a decir saludos, despedidas y presentaciones. Pregúntele a su estudiante si 
puede recordar alguno de los dichos con los que hemos estado trabajando en la clase de español. Sexto grado 
está trabajando en los comandos y útiles del salón y están aprendiendo el alfabeto usando cognados para 
recordar las letras y los sonidos. Mirando hacia el futuro, todos los grados recibirán 1-2 lecciones vinculadas a los 
perfiles de BI de aprendedor que están trabajando con los maestros de aula. Los lunes nos inclinamos sobre 
diferentes países de habla hispana. Actualmente estamos aprendiendo sobre España. 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MUSIC NOTES 
Dear Music Parents, 

 

Here we go!  It’s hard to believe that year 7 has 

begun for me at Sand Creek Elementary School and 

all’s well in the music room so far.  Kids are just now 

starting to get to work at their music stations and 

one group has already been busy at our recently 

acquired ukuleles & tubanos, which were acquired 

through grants from DonorsChoose. 

A couple of things to be aware of for the 

upcoming weeks:   

1.  I will be choosing students for the Colorado 
All-State Elementary Choir (up to 6) over the 

next week or two.  These students must have 

shown over their past years at Sand Creek 

that they are showing S.T.A.R. behavior 

(Safe, Truthful, Achieving, Respectful).  I 

will be asking the teachers of the students that 

I choose as to whether I’ve made the right choice 

for this prestigious honor.  Last year Sand 

Creek was the only HSD2 elementary school 

to represent the district at this event, so I’m 

looking forward to getting after this 

opportunity again! 

 

2. After school, 5th and 6th Grade Choir will 

start soon and I am looking forward to seeing 

who I will have in my group. This will be a 

new opportunity.  Periodically, students will 

get to sing at assemblies as well as potential 

external community opportunities this year.  

The students that are a part of this choir have 

a better chance of being part of All-State since 

I have more time to evaluate their voices! 

 

Finally, our first concert will be on October 

24th.  This will be for 4th Grade and is an evening 

concert.  Be on the lookout in late September for more 

information on this show, which will honor Native 

American Heritage.   

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

Music Teacher 

719-579-4961 
 

SPORT REPORT 
Welcome to Sand Creek, or welcome 

back to Sand Creek.  My name is Kent Coyle and 
I am the physical education teacher here at 
Sand Creek International.  This is the beginning 
of my 21st year at Sand Creek, and I am excited 
about the coming year.  All students in Physical 
Education will be expected to participate at their 
highest ability. If there is a medical reason your 
child cannot participate please send in a note 
for the teacher. Please ensure that on P.E. days 
they are dressed accordingly.  Girl’s shoes are 
usually the biggest problem area.  Students 
need to run and kick without a shoe falling off.  
Skirts and dresses can also be problematic if we 
are crawling on the floor. 

We will be having before school sports for 
all 3rd through 5th graders.  In order to 
participate, each child must have filled out a 
permission form.  I will be handing these out in 
class but will also be attaching a QR code to the 
newsletter as another way to sign up.  If you are 
new to QR codes this is how it works. 

1. On an internet connected device you 
need to download a QR reader (free in the 
app store, google play store, or amazon 
market) depending on your device. 

2. Open the app 
3. Scan the QR code and a signup form 

should appear on the screen. (if both you 
and I have done everything correctly) 

4. Fill out the form for each person 
participating and hit submit. 
If your child has a brother or sister 

playing or needs to come to school with another 
player please include that information in the 
section entitled additional comments. 

If you need to contact me during the year 
please feel free to e-mail me at 
kcoyle@hsd2.org, or call 579-3770.  I am looking 
forward to an outstanding year; see you all 
around the school. 

Coach Coyle 
719-579-3770 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:kcoyle@hsd2.org
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TECHNOLOGY TIDBITS 
In technology, our Kindergarten and First Graders have been learning about Digital Citizenship through 
www.commonsense.org.  They have a wealth of resources as we help our students navigate technology in a safe 
and responsible way.   
In Kindergarten, we discussed having a balance between activities by following these guidelines from Common 
Sense Education: 

1. “Pause for people” and stop using devices when someone wants to talk. 
2. Know when it’s time to move their bodies and go outside to play. 
3. Turn off screens before bedtime. 
4. Ask before they use a device and stay on trusted sites and apps. 
5. Listen to their feelings and tell an adult if something makes them uncomfortable. 

In First Grade, we discussed “Pausing and Thinking” online by following these guidelines from Common Sense 
Education: 

1. Pause and think before searching, clicking, or sharing. 
2. Be kind online. 
3. Find balance using media and tech. 
4. Pay attention to their feelings and make sure they feel safe and know when to stop. 
5. Stand up to online bullies. 
6. Carefully choose the digital footprints—like posts, pictures, and comments---they leave behind. 

 
I encourage you to check out the family activities you can do with your child at home. 
In technology, we are learning to code using Blockly at www.code.org.  All students have access to the curriculum 

from anywhere they have internet access.  In addition, we will continue to work on digital citizenship using 

Common Sense Education’s resources.  As a learner profile here at Sand Creek is “balanced” we are extending 

that to media balance and how we can help our youth find that balance in their own life.  Here are five steps 

provided by Common Sense Education: 

1. Create screen-free times and zones: Help kids take breaks away from technology.  You could play a game, 

read, go outside, sit and talk, etc.  The possibilities are endless. 

2. Try parental controls: Set limits on content as you would be amazed at their access.  Use filters, privacy 

settings, and time limits to manage the exposure they have. 

3. Establish clear family rules: We have been talking in the primary grades about using OK sites.  These would 

be ones in which you have agreed are acceptable. 

4. Watch and play together: Choose media that is age-appropriate.  www.commonsensemedia.org has a 

wealth of resources to help. 

5. Help kids identify healthy behaviors: Talk about feelings, physical and emotional, on and off devices. With 

your help, your child will lead a more balanced life.   

Tiffaney Koontz 
Technology Teacher 

719-579-4948 
 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.commonsense.org/
http://www.code.org/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
 

Hi y’all! My name is Emma Donart and I am the new art teacher here at Sand Creek. I graduated from the 
University of Arkansas in May and this is my first year teaching. Obviously, I love art and in school my 
focus was in photography and painting! I was born and raised in Austin, Texas but have always dreamed 
of moving out west to Colorado and I am so happy to finally call it home! 

 My goal for the year is to teach all students how to become confident in their creativity. I believe that 
creativity does not come from how good at drawing you are but from problem solving, thinking outside of 
the box, and experimenting. It is so important in all aspects of life! When students enter the art classroom 
(or once I enter, since we are doing art on a cart until the new building is done) they all become artists. 
This year I am really looking forward to not only teaching the basics of art but also exploring 
contemporary art in all grades. Contemporary art is largely process based, the outcomes may be messy, 
abstract or collaborative. However, through the process of creating art, students will learn how to 
brainstorm, plan, and experiment with new ideas. They will learn that the first outcome isn’t always the best 
and how to have an intended meaning behind their work as an abstract artist. A student may bring home a 
messy splatter painting or a Styrofoam/ pipe cleaner sculpture but just know while they were making it 
they were exploring the best way to splatter paint by how to move their arms to get a certain stroke or what 
materials they can use to get different splats. They used their knowledge of lines to practice and make 
lines with pipe cleaners, each line sculpture looking completely different than the next.  

Along with exploring more contemporary art, this year I am having an overall theme for all grades (K-5). 
This theme is inspired by one of our IB themes which is “Share the Planet” and I am calling it “Wild about 
Art”. Each unit will have a project that goes along with this theme, my goal is to have students gain a better 
understanding of what it means to “share the planet” through exploring various movements of art such as 
land art and upcycled art while experimenting with different mediums to create a final product. In addition 
to creating their own work they will critically think about how they can create and voice change through 
discussion and their creation of art. At the end of the year I plan to have a large art show to showcase a 
majority of projects done throughout the year that reflect this theme.   

Although the year has just started, I have already loved getting to see how creative all our students at 
Sand Creek are, they truly are talented and have great ideas. Until we have the art show you can find their 
work displayed at our various Sand Creek Student Art Galleries in the hall, or you can follow along with 
our journey on Facebook! I have created a page called “Art with Ms. Donart” which will showcase the 
processes of students creating art, so the in-between stages you don’t always get to see when you look at 
the finished product. I am looking forward to a great year and can’t wait to see all the art we create 
together! 

Emma Donart  
719-579-3766 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

CLDE NEWS 
The CLDE team is excited for the start of a new year! 
 Ms. Witt supports our English language learners in 
Kindergarten and 3rd Grade this year, Ms. Bellairs 
supports 1st, 4th, and 6th ELA and Social Studies, and 
Mrs. Schulz supports 2nd, 5th, and 6th in Math and 
Science! This year we have been conferencing with 
students in 3rd-6th grades about their scores on the 
language test (ACCESS) from last year and writing 
goals together that will help them to be successful 
this year. You will see those goals on their English 
Language Learner plans in October! We look forward 
to working with your kiddos. Please email or call if 
you have any questions. 
Mickee Witt mwitt@hsd2.org 
Megan Bellairs mbellairs@hsd2.org 
Catherine Schulz cschulz@hsd2.org 

 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

1) Instruction will be delivered in both whole 

group and small group settings to include a 

structure for all five components in of 

reading in small groups. 

  

2) Grade level math blocks will be structured 

to allow for whole group math instruction 

(Tier I) as well as small group targeted math 

instruction in the classroom (Tier II) and 

support schedules will allow for additional 

math interventions for students needing 

MTSS in Math (Tier II and Tier III) to 

allow for student mastery of both math 

computation and conceptual understanding. 

  

3) All staff will engage students in 

community building and restorative activities 

through morning meetings, circles and 

learning strategies for self-regulating and 

problem-solving. 
 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
Dear Families, 

We enjoyed meeting several of you at Back to 

School Night and sharing a little information about the 

International Baccalaureate as well as dates and agendas 

for the upcoming IB Parent meetings!  

The “heart” of an IB education is the Learner 

Profile.  The Learner Profile consists of ten character 

traits.  These character traits are what the IB has 

determined make up an internationally-minded person.  

This year we are making some revisions to the Learner 

Profile.  As a staff, we decided to change “risk-taker” to 

courageous.  We felt like the trait of being courageous 

encourages students to take positive action.  We also 

added a new trait to our current Learner Profile.  We 

decided to add Persistent to our Learner Profile.  We 

believe teaching children how to persevere in all aspects 

of life is extremely valuable.   

We have scheduled four IB Parent meetings for 

the 19-20 school year.  All meetings will begin at 8:15 am.  

We would love to have more parent involvement with this 

group and hope that you can set aside 30-45 minutes one 

day per quarter.  Below are the dates, times, and agendas 

for each meeting.  We hope to see you there!  If you ever 

have any questions, please contact us at 579-3776. 

 

Marika Gillis & Sabrina Weros- K-5 PYP Coordinators 

April Pratt 6th Grade MYP Coordinator 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:mwitt@hsd2.org
mailto:mbellairs@hsd2.org
mailto:cschulz@hsd2.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

30 1 2 
 

Student Count Day!!! 

100% Attendance 

Goal 

3 
6th Grade to Cave of the 

Winds 
8:30-1:00 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

End of 1st Quarter 

7 

TEACHER 

WORK DAY 

 

NO SCHOOL 

8 9 10 11 
PICTURE RETAKES 

 

Special Olympic 

Flag Football 

Scrimmage 4:00pm 

@ Harrison High 

14 15 16 17 

PARENT 

TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 
 

NO SCHOOL 
 

18 

DISTRICT 

CLOSED 

 

NO SCHOOL 

21 22 23 24 
4th Grade Family Night 

& Concert 
5-7pm 

25 

28 
 

 

Crazy Sock Day 

29 
 

 

Emoji/Hashtag 

Day 

 

30 
 

 

Neon Day 

31 
 

 

Black & Orange 

Day 

1 
 

 

Super Hero Day 

 

Safety and Spirit Week  Safety and Spirit Week  Safety and Spirit 

Week 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

