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Sand Creek International School 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Hello Sand Creek Families!  

              Wow! It’s hard to believe that First Quarter is already complete and we are well into the 

Quarter Two! Already this year we’ve enjoyed getting to know all our Sand Creek Yetis, new and 

returning.    

              As we continue into Second Quarter we want to encourage all students to continue to do 

their best! We’ve already seen some great educational experiences like:  

• Kindergarten exploring their Five Senses indoors and outdoors 

• First and Second grade during individualized station work on their computers by accessing a 

variety of websites while completing in-class work as well.  

• 3rd Grade is diving into local history and learning about all the different reasons people have 

moved to this area, sharing how and why their own families ended up in Colorado Springs!  

• 4th Grade interviewing several adults throughout the building about communication in the 

past, communication now, and preferred methods of communication.   

• 5th Grade students leading small math groups to focus on math learning at different levels.  

• 6th and 7th Graders participating in mini-athletic camps preparing for when middle school 

sports potentially start later in the school year  

Remember, a new quarter means a fresh start and the opportunity to focus on deeper learning. 

Just a few reminders:  

• Be sure all students K-7 are checking into Infinite Campus every day.  

• All middle school students and families can check current grades, missing assignments, and 

attendance in the Infinite Campus Parent Portal.   

• Computers have started to travel to and from school daily for all grades. Make sure students 

are bringing their laptop and charger back to school each and every day! 

• All eLearners now have access to an online IB Bucks Store at 

https://forms.gle/Z8ipowG4jWtPmwG17. All orders will need to be placed each week by 

Monday at 8am. Within the store each Class Dojo point counts as one IB Buck.   

As always, if you have any questions please feel free to call the front office at 579-3760, send 

us a message on Facebook, or stop by the front office from 8-4. We are here to help you!  

 

Rachel Laufer, Principal  

Charley Ryder, Assistant Principal  

Tamie Hollon, Assistance Principal  

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FZ8ipowG4jWtPmwG17&data=02%7C01%7Cjrobson%40hsd2.org%7Cb38d6b03f5a0479640c108d86f81e248%7C5485c62b55af4fce807eff1a7e126fcc%7C0%7C0%7C637381950925228590&sdata=86qTfOfygww2ph8uSajiPG1%2FGYiBjG75B6oiqMH5DbE%3D&reserved=0
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Social Counseling Department 
Throughout my years teaching middle school and as an elementary counselor, I have had the 

experience of seeing many “work refusals” or kids saying they don’t want to do certain tasks, like 

schoolwork. These are the situations when kids, for a variety of reasons, just refuse to start the work you 

give them. They might shut down and rest their head on their desk or lash out in anger, shouting about 

how they just will not complete your assignment. This can be extremely frustrating for educators and 

parents, especially when what is at stake is their learning. Obviously, the missed instruction can have a 

significant impact, but the real lesson is that sometimes we must do things in life we don’t want to do. 

This is often referred to as responsibility. Being responsible is a skill or character trait not just necessary 

for success, but also for survival as well. It’s always important to remember that kids who are refusing 

are reaching out for help in some way, and we CAN all be part of the solution in teaching students the 

value of doing things that are important and necessary, even if we “don’t feel” like it.   

Great News!!The Association of Graduates at the AFA is going to do a coat drive (including hats 

and gloves) for our elementary schools! Their collection will take place between December 1 – 12. If 

your elementary student needs a winter coat, please contact Mr. McRoberts at bmcroberts@hsd2.org 
 

Mr. Brian McRoberts             Ms. Kayla Maldonado 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

TECH TIDBITS 
I hope this newsletter finds you all well.  We will continue our conversation about digital citizenship 

this month looking at three more areas—digital commerce, digital rights & responsibilities, and 

digital literacy.  There are some great games to practice digital citizenship concepts at 

https://www.digitalpassport.org/index.html. 

According to Waterford.Org, “Digital Commerce refers to buying and selling electronics 

responsibly.”  Knowing what to look for in your electronics before you buy is important to ensure 

you are purchasing the right items.   

Digital Rights and Responsibilities:  This refers to “the privileges that all students have while using 

the internet.”  We need to be responsible by respecting other’s privacy.  Internet usage is a privilege 

we enjoy, but we need to be responsible users.  Some areas that we will discuss at different grade 

levels using Common Sense Education’s Digital Citizenship curriculum include: cyberbullying, 

online safety, Creative Commons licensing, keeping passwords private, and so much more.   

Digital Literacy:  This is the “ability to use technology and access information online.”  Do you know 

how to use a mouse?  Or how to find answers online? These are both examples of digital literacy.  

These are things we will work on in both specials/electives and in the general education classroom.  

We want all our students to have digital literacy.   

Please let me know if you have any questions.  I am here to support the whole SCIS community.   

Mrs. Tiffaney Koontz 
719-579-4948 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:bmcroberts@hsd2.org
https://www.digitalpassport.org/index.html
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MUSIC NOTES 
Hello All from the Music Room, 

All is well in the land of music and the kids 

are working very hard for me.  I would like to 

give a shout out to 5th grade as they are 

working very hard to maintain the 

information for both quarters worth of 

information during the past month of 

October.   

 

By the time you read this, 6th and 7th graders 

will have been making some recordings of 

themselves playing or doing rhythm exercises 

in CANVAS.  I am always proud of your 

children and the music that we can make 

together in the classroom and now in some 

cases, online!  Ask them to show you a video 

of themselves working on individual rhythm, 

tone, or intonation if they are an in-person 

learner.  The Sand Creek band kids are doing 

great as first-time instrument players too!!! 

 

Other than the information above, please 

remember that Colorado Elementary School 
All-State Choir has also been cancelled for 

this year.  Practices will pick back up next 

year and this is for 4th and 5th graders only.  

Be thinking about whether or not your child 

is interested in singing at a high level with 

kids from all over the state of Colorado by the 

end of this school year and have them let me 

know that they (and you) are interested in 

them participating.  The cost for them to go is 

covered by the school.  Tickets are paid for by 

parents/guardians and are usually $10 per 

person. 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

719-579-4961 
 

 

SPORT REPORT 
Our second quarter here at Sand 

Creek will have us learning with greater 
understanding and more details.  This 
always seems to be a challenge.  Many of 
our children don’t like to learn the small 
details that make the difference between 
a 4 and a 2 on the report cards. We will 
be learning about the heart and how to 
make and keep our bodies healthy and 
strong.  

Remember P.E. grades are based 
on how well the students can tell me 
what they are learning not just how well 
they can perform skills.  Kindergarten, 
1st, and 2nd graders will be taking P.E. 
tests to see if they are learning the 
content.  

In after school sports, 6th and 7th 
graders have been staying late and 
practicing softball/baseball, soccer, 
basketball, track and field and volleyball. 
All the coaches are seeing an increase in 
skills when the students are committed 
to attendance. 

With Thanksgiving just around the 
corner, I wanted to take this opportunity 
to encourage you and your families to 
get out and be active.  Studies show that 
if you can increase the number of steps 
you take each day by just 2000 steps.  
You will no longer add the extra 3 lbs that 
the average American puts on each year.  
You can challenge yourself to walk or if 
skiing is your thing 5th graders can ski 
for free if you sign up at 
http://www.coloradoski.com/passport .  
It is important for everyone to have 60 
min of physical activity every day so get 
out there and walk, ski, or just play with 
your kids 

Coach Coyle 
Coach Frenzel 
719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.coloradoski.com/passport
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
Hello Yeti Families,  

In Spanish for the month of November Kindergarten through 5th grade will be learning the days of the week, 

months of the year and the seasons.  Please ask your student if they can recall any of the content listed 

above. 6th grade will continue to work on unit 2-during the year and 7th grade will also continue with unit 2- 

all about family. I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving and can spend quality time with family and friends 

as well as staying healthy and safe.  

 

Hola familias Yeti, 

En español, durante el mes de noviembre, Kínder a 5to grado aprenderá los días de la semana, los meses del 

año y las estaciones. Pregúntele a su estudiante si puede recordar alguno de los temas aprendidos. 6º grado 

seguirá trabajando en la unidad 2 durante el año y 7º grado también continuará con la unidad 2, todo sobre la 

familia. Espero que todos tengan un gran Día de Acción de Gracias y que puedan pasar tiempo de calidad con 

familiares y amigos, además de mantenerse saludables y seguros. 
 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
Hi y’all!  

I have exciting news! Our quarter 1 Digital Art Show is complete! I absolutely love showing off student artwork, 
not only do students get excited to see their art on the wall but other grade levels also love seeing what comes 
next in art. Since we are not able to have a big art show this year, I have decided to compile work from each 
quarter into a digital art show. This way parents, guardians and students can see all the incredible creativity 
from quarter 1. Each room is separated by grade and you can find the artists name by clicking on the artwork. 
Take the guided tour to find out more information on the projects and what students learned while completing 
their art.  

Here is the link for the Digital Art Show (this works best when accessed from a computer)- 

https://www.artsteps.com/view/5f724073136f860e74138dcb  

As we dive into quarter 2 Kindergarten will be studying how art can tell stories and will create a project 
inspired by stained glass windows. 1st grade is learning about expression and how they can express their 
feelings in their artwork. 2nd grade is learning about architecture and are putting their hard hats on to build and 
design their own architecture project. 3rd grade is experimenting with 3D art and will get to bring home various 
3D projects. 4th grade has just started learning about belief systems and culture in art. They will be reflecting on 
their own culture and will create a story quilt that will be pieced together with the rest of the class.  

Emma Menke  
719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
https://www.artsteps.com/view/5f724073136f860e74138dcb
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

CLDE NEWS 
The students' hard work in their classes shows 
with the growth they have made this year. 
Many of the students have made huge 
progress from the beginning of the year. A lot 
of the students were invited to a morning 
tutoring session to support them in reading 
and English language. If your student was 
invited and they signed up, please help them 
get to school at 7:30 Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday mornings. We look forward to seeing 
them there in the mornings.  
 

During conferences, you received a copy of 
your child's language plan. If you have any 
questions about the plans, please don't 
hesitate to reach out to their teachers for help.  
 

Thanks for all the support you give the 
students at home, 
-CLDE Team 

 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

1) Instruction will be delivered in both whole 

group and small group settings to include a 

structure for all five components in of 

reading in small groups. 

  

2) Grade level math blocks will be structured 

to allow for whole group math instruction 

(Tier I) as well as small group targeted math 

instruction in the classroom (Tier II) and 

support schedules will allow for additional 

math interventions for students needing 

MTSS in Math (Tier II and Tier III) to 

allow for student mastery of both math 

computation and conceptual understanding. 

  

3) All staff will engage students in 

community building and restorative activities 

through morning meetings, circles and 

learning strategies for self-regulating and 

problem-solving. 

 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

2 3 4 5 6 

9 10 11 12 13 
 

 

 

Progress Reports 

go home 

16 17 18 19 
 

 

Middle School 

Virtual Family 

Night 5-6pm 

20 

23 24 25 26 27 

30     

 

THANKSGIVING BREAK – THANKGSGIVING BREAK – THANKSGIVING BREAK 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

