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Sand Creek International Elementary 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Dear Families, 

         Welcome to Fall at Sand Creek International! It is amazing to think that the first 

quarter of the school year is already complete! It was wonderful to see students 

engaged in all of the new technology, in classrooms with new furniture, and enjoying 

meaningful educational experiences in our renovated Learning Commons during the first 

couple months of the school year.  

         With the new middle school wing completed in October, 6th graders were able to 

move into their permanent classrooms for the year on October 21st. We love the way 

the new design came together, and now our middle school students can enjoy new 

classrooms and furniture, their own cafeteria, a couple commons areas, lockers and a 

new gym! The gym floor takes weeks to acclimate to the temperature, so the gym is not 

yet complete, but will be sometime in November! We hosted a Grand Opening event on 

Friday, Nov. 1st at 2pm for the new building. If you were unable to join us, please feel 

free to come by the office anytime and ask for a tour of the new middle school!  

          As we continue into the 3rd quarter of the school year, the weather will continue 

to cool down. We try to get student outside for recess whenever possible, so make sure 

they are coming with warm clothes on colder days as they will be outside for recess as 

long as it is over 20 degrees! Also with the change in weather, it is a great time to 

remind families about our uniform policy. If students want to wear a sweater or hoodie 

in the classroom during instruction, that is fine but it does need to follow the uniform 

policy. Non-uniform jackets and sweatshirts can only be worn outside for recess. Thank 

you for adhering to this policy in your handbook! 

           As always, if at anytime you have questions, just stop by or call the main office 

at 579-3760! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
Parents and Guardians,  

Hope everyone is having a great Autumn so far this year. We want to remind our families about a major change in how we 

conduct the school attendance policy at Sand Creek International and throughout District 2. By way of example, we want 

to share this information to help explain how attendance works: 

 5 Unexcused Absences (Absent without a note or phone call to the front office) = ALL future absences can only be 

excused with doctor’s note. Once a student has 11 Unexcused Absences the school must file a petition with El Paso County 

Truancy court for Mandatory Daily Attendance. A parent must attend this hearing. 

 5 Excused Absences = No action from the school and any future absences can still be excused by a parent. 

 Every child may have up to 10 Excused Absences, but only if that student does not already have 5 Unexcused 

Absences. If a child without 5 Unexcused Absences gets to 10 Excused Absences, all subsequent absences are considered 

Unexcused, but using this aforementioned information, you can see that your student can still miss up to 5 days without 

requiring a doctor’s note to excuse absences. 

Hope this helps to understand our District Policy and as always, if you have questions or concerns that you feel can be 

addressed to the counselor (Mr. McRoberts/579-3771) or our social worker (Ms. Keen/579-3781) please give us a call. 

Happy Holidays from your Social/Counseling Department at Sand Creek International School. 

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts                    Miss Nicki Keen 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

TECHNOLOGY TIDBITS 
I would like to start off by apologizing as I realized that I never introduced myself in the first two newsletters.  I am 

Tiffaney Koontz and I am the school’s technology teacher.  I have been a classroom teacher for close to 20 years 

and was very excited to begin this position at Sand Creek where I get to work with all our fabulous students.   

During the first quarter, a lot has been going on with technology. We continue to build upon previously acquired 

coding skills and learn more about being a good digital citizen.   Students in the sixth grade have had the 

opportunity to take some Virtual Field Trips using our VR Goggles, which enhances the learning that is 

happening in the classroom.  They have visited caves, volcanoes, and other natural landforms.  To hear the awe 

they exhibit is rewarding.  Our Kindergarten and First Graders have been using Bee Bots to enhance their 

learning, which combines classroom content and coding the Bot to get to the correct answer.  It is a collaborative 

activity where everyone is engaged and supportive.     

I look forward to bringing more technology to our school throughout the year and helping our students to be 

great digital citizens. 

Check out our school’s Facebook page for what is happening here at Sand Creek.  It provides a wealth of 

information. 

Tiffaney Koontz 
Technology Teacher 

719-579-4948 
 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MUSIC NOTES 
Happy Fall from the Music Room! 

Instruments abound here at Sand Creek in 

the music room.  But before we know it, the 

students will be singing again and we will be in 

full concert mode with one every month until the 

end of the school year.  The first concert was with 

4th graders on October 24th and this week is 2nd 

grade on November 7th.   

I am still looking for any musical 

instrument donations that you may be able to 

muster up for the classroom.  The budget is not 

huge for over 500 kids, and although we make do 

with what we have our students can always benefit 

from more.  We would love to have a couple more 

keyboards or even some extra instruments that you 

may have lying about.  We appreciate any and all 

instrument donations!  Please do not donate 

money at this time. 

Also, 6 upstanding scholar-musicians in 

my classroom have been chosen for Colorado 
Elementary All-State Choir.  This was started 

eight years ago by our state and 52 schools from 

Colorado participated last year.  If you received a 

letter from the Mr. LaCombe about this, then 

CONGRATULATIONS!  Full details have been 

provided with some extra forms, so please be sure to 

complete the forms and view the final details as 

well as sheet music and online links for them to 

practice.   

Please see the first three concert dates and 

times below: 

November 7, 2019;  2nd Grade Concert/Family 

Night;   5:00 – 6:30 

December 12, 2019; 5th Grade Concert/Family 

Night;   5:00 – 6:30 
 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

Music Teacher 

719-579-4961 
 

SPORT REPORT 
Our second quarter here at Sand 

Creek will have us learning with greater 
understanding and more details.  This 
always seems to be a challenge.  Many of 
our children don’t like to learn the small 
details that make the difference between a 
4 and a 2 on the report cards. We will be 
learning about the heart and how to make 
and keep our bodies healthy and strong.  

Remember P.E. grades are based on 
how well the students can tell me what 
they are learning not just how well they 
can perform skills.  Kindergarten, 3rd 
graders and 5th graders will be taking a 
P.E. practice test in December, so we can 
see how far they have come so far this 
year.  

Congratulations to the following 
classes, they will receive a “free day” in 
P.E. class for being the best class at their 
grade level: Bartelson, Bryant, Hogsett, 
Spillman, Thomas, and Grasee.   

In intramural sports, dodge ball has 
ended, and basketball is just beginning.  
Remember the kids love to play for an 
audience, so family is always welcome to 
every game. 

With Thanksgiving just around the 
corner, I wanted to take this opportunity to 
encourage you and your families to get out 
and be active.  Studies show that if you 
can increase the number of steps you take 
each day by just 2000 steps you will no 
longer add the extra 3 lbs that the average 
American puts on each year.  You can 
challenge yourself to walk or if skiing is 
your thing 5th graders can ski for free if 
you sign up at 
http://www.coloradoski.com/passport .  It 
is important for everyone to have 60 min of 
physical activity every day so get out there 
and walk, ski, or just play with your kids 

 

Coach Coyle 
719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.coloradoski.com/passport
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
Hello, 

Happy fall. In Spanish Kindergarten through 5th grade are learning the days of the week, how to state the date and also the month of the 

year. Please ask your student if they can recall any of the days of the week or months the year. 6th grade is continuing to work on the 

alphabet. They will start to learn about time and stating the date as well as the seasons of the year. IB lessons for November include needs 

and wants, sequencing, emotion words, traditions, ecosystems and landforms. 

 

Hola, 

Feliz otoño. En español, de kínder a quinto todos los estudiantes están aprendiendo los días de la semana, cómo decir la fecha y también los 

meses del año. Por favor pregúntele a su estudiante si puede recordar alguno de los días de la semana o meses del año. Sexto grado 

continúa trabajando en el alfabeto. Comenzarán a aprender sobre el tiempo y a indicar y decir la fecha y las estaciones del año. Las 

lecciones del IB para noviembre incluyen necesidades y deseos, secuenciación, palabras de emoción, tradiciones, ecosistemas y accidentes 

geográficos. 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
This month in art, students finally have their own art classroom! I moved into my classroom during the week 

of student conferences and I am so excited for students to have a place of their own to create art! As we transition 
into a new setting, students will continue working on their second unit projects. They have been working so hard 
thus far that we have time for a second project before the end of the semester! So exciting! As I have mentioned 
before, a lot of our projects are process based, meaning we are focusing more on the individual steps rather than 
the bigger picture. You can find images of students work during the process on our Facebook page, Art with Ms. 
Donart! Here you can see more in depth all of the ideas behind the project rather than just the final project.  

Currently, in Kindergarten we are discussing how art can be found all around us, and we are creating a 
collaborative rock garden that will be on display at school. First graders are reflecting back to their classroom 
lesson of expressing themselves and we are talking about how artists use colors to create meaning and emotion in 
their work. Second grade is discussing architecture, and we are creating our own symmetrical cityscape prints. 
Third grade is learning how to transition from two dimensional to three-dimensional art, and we are creating 3D 
postcards out of modeling clay. Fourth grade is learning all about perspective, as we learn about vanishing points 
and drawing one-point perspective cities. Fifth graders are exploring dream like art, as we are learning about 
surrealism and creating our own surreal landscape. I am so excited to see all of the projects come to life after weeks 
of creating them and I know your little artists are excited for them too! Students should slowly be coming home with 
artwork from the first unit, as I am starting to pass it back to make room for our new art. I am so proud of everything 
they have created and I know they are just as proud and are so excited to show everyone at home what they have 
made! 

Also- with our theme of sharing the planet, I am in need of recycled materials such as plastic bottles! If you 
ever have anything you think could be useful for art class or wish to donate any art materials my door is always 
open for things to be dropped off. Our little artists and I would be so grateful! 
 

Emma Donart 
Art Teacher  
719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

CLDE NEWS 
Students have been 
working hard in all of our 
groups in the first 
quarter. It is great seeing 
the progress the students 
are making. During 
conferences we sent 
ELLPs (language plans). 
These plans outline 
strategies and goals for 
your student.  This year 
we are trying to involve 
students in 
understanding their plans 
and goals for the year.  In 
grades 3-6, students 
helped to write many of 
their goals.  If you have 
any questions please 
reach out to us. 

 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

1) Instruction will be delivered in both 

whole group and small group settings to 

include a structure for all five components 

in of reading in small groups. 

  

2) Grade level math blocks will be 

structured to allow for whole group math 

instruction (Tier I) as well as small group 

targeted math instruction in the classroom 

(Tier II) and support schedules will allow 

for additional math interventions for 

students needing MTSS in Math (Tier II 

and Tier III) to allow for student mastery 

of both math computation and conceptual 

understanding. 

  

3) All staff will engage students in 

community building and restorative 

activities through morning meetings, circles 

and learning strategies for self-regulating 

and problem-solving. 

 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

28 29 30 31 1 

4 5 
ZooMobile for 

1st Grade  

9:00-11:15 

 

Kid Power 

6-8pm 

6 
6th Grade to 

USAFA 

Planetarium 9-12 

 

MOD Pizza 

Fundraiser Night 

5-8 pm 

7 
2nd Grade Family 

Night/Concert 

5:00-6:30 

8 
3rd & 5th Grade to 

USAFA Basketball 

Game 9:30-2:30 

 

Progress Reports 

go home 

11 
Kid Power 

6-8pm 

12 13 
IB Parent 

Meeting @ 8:15 

 

 

14 
 

15 

18 19 20 
$1 Sport Day 

Spirit Day 

21 
STEM Club to 

UCCS 4:00-7:30 

 

22 
Thanksgiving 

Dinner for Lunch 

25 26 27 28 29 

 

THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO SCHOOL 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

