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Sand Creek International Elementary 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 8:10 am – 2:05 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:10 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Dear Families, 

 We are now deep into the 2nd Quarter of the school year. We have a special incentive 

in place for students that have perfect attendance this semester since we had 79 students 

with perfect attendance for the first quarter! Every minute counts for our students’ 

success, so we are focusing on keeping our attendance rate above 94% every month. We 

know that appointments can’t always be made after school, but we ask that whenever 

possible, please allow your child to be at school for the entire day. One of our goals is to 

teach bell to bell. We try to utilize every moment that we can to provide students the 

opportunity to learn. So it is important for students to be here on time for the beginning of 

instruction for the day, and to stay until the very end of the day!! 

COOLER WEATHER: We try to get outside for recess every day and we will unless it is 

raining, storming, snowing or under 18 degrees. Now that the weather is starting to change, 

please make sure that your child has a jacket or sweatshirt to wear daily. 

SCHOOL HOURS: Mondays: 8:10-2:05 Tuesday-Friday 8:10-3:35 Students should not be on 

campus before 7:55. We do not have adult coverage before that time, so for safety 

reasons, please do not drop or send students to school too early.  

CROSSWALK SAFETY: In October we celebrated Safety Week at Sand Creek 

International. This included a video filmed with two 5th grade students teaching how to 

cross the crosswalk safely. We ask that when you are walking to and from school with your 

children, you use the crosswalk to get across Sand Creek Drive so that we are all modeling 

this expectation for our younger generation. Let’s make safety a priority!  

CRISIS DRILLS: Our campus conducts drills in order to have a plan of action in case of an 

emergency. We have a fire drill one time a month, and then lockout, lockdown, and shelter 

drills each semester. We don’t want to scare students, but it is necessary for us to 

practice. If we are ever in a drill when you try to come to the building, you will see a sign 

posted in one of the front windows, and we appreciate your patience while we finish the drill 

before we can buzz you into the building. 

 

If at anytime you have questions, please stop by the main office or call at 579-3760 and we 

will be happy to assist you! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
Autumn is here is full force. Spectacular color changes are evident in the trees surrounding 

Sand Creek Elementary and the cool, crisp fall weather is upon us. Every day, the students at 

Sand Creek go to recess and since this is Colorado, sometimes warm sunny early morning 

weather turns colder by the time recess rolls around. Kids during this time of year should bring 

coats to school just in case we find ourselves outside and it’s chilly.  

During this time of year, we also begin to notice that attendance becomes more critical due 

to changes in the weather or the increased preponderance of illness. Parents, please remember 

that all absences need to be excused by either a parent phone call or note. According to district 

policy, any absence after the 5th unexcused absence requires a doctor’s note to excuse the 

absence. This is extremely important because when a student has 10 unexcused absences, the 

school must file a compulsory attendance petition with the El Paso County Court system. 

Takeaway here? Call in each and every absence to avoid unnecessary complicating actions. 

Finally, as always, if you have any questions or concerns that the Counseling Department 

can possibly help with, don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 

Mr. Brian McRoberts           Mrs. Christie Hampton 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MUSIC NOTES 
Hello All from the Music Room, 

All is well in the land of music and the kids 

are working very hard for me.  I would like to 

give a shout out to the 4th and 1st grade as they 

are working very hard to maintain the 

information for their tests coming up in 

December.  Remember that it will be multiple 

choice and that they will be coming home with 

a study guide that will assist them with all 

terminology that may be on the test. 

 

By the time you read this, 4th Grade will have 

had their amazing Native American themed 

concert during 4th grade family night on 

October 25th.  I am always proud of your 

children and the music that we are able to make 

together!  They are some fantastic people!!! 

 

Other than the information above, the 3rd grade 
concert will follow the 4th grade in December.  If 

your child is not allowed to sing Holiday style 

songs, then they do not have to sing in the 

show and it will NOT affect their grade in any 

way whatsoever.  Thanks and have a nice end 

to your fall! 

 

Save the date for the following grade level 

concerts: 

3rd Grade December 12th, 2018 

1st Grade March 20th, 2019 

2nd Grade April 24th, 2019 

Kinder May 3rd, 2019 

5th Grade TBA 

 

 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

Music Teacher 

719-579-4961 

SPORT REPORT 
Our second quarter here at Sand 

Creek will have us learning some of the 
same things but with greater 
understanding and more details.  This 
always seems to be a challenge.  Many of 
our children don’t like to learn the small 
details that make the difference between a 
4 and a 2 on the report cards.  Remember 
P.E. grades are based on how well the 
students can tell me what they are 
learning, not just how well they can 
perform skills.  Kindergarten and 3rd 
graders will be taking a P.E. test from the 
district in December, so we will be focused 
like a laser beam on being the number 1 
school in the district.  

Congratulations to the following 
classes, they will receive a “free day” in 
P.E. class for being the best class at their 
grade level: Bartelson, Escobido, Karpilo, 
Spillman, Morehart, and Everingham.   

In after school intramural sports 
dodge ball has ended and basketball is 
just beginning.  Remember the kids love to 
play for an audience, so family is always 
welcome to every game. 

With Thanksgiving just around the 
corner, I wanted to take this opportunity to 
encourage you and your families to get out 
and be active.  Studies show that if you 
can increase the number of steps you take 
each day by just 2000 steps, you will no 
longer add the extra 3 lbs that the average 
American puts on each year.  You can 
challenge yourself to walk or if skiing is 
your thing 5th graders can ski for free if 
you sign up at 
http://www.coloradoski.com/passport .  It 
is important for everyone to have 60 min of 
physical activity every day so get out there 
and walk, ski, or just play with your kids. 

 
Coach Coyle 

719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.coloradoski.com/passport
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ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
 

I am very pleased to share that our school is participating this year in a before school program 
sponsored by an organization called Yoga Foster. Yoga Foster provides curriculum to promote 
mindfulness and movement within a classroom setting while connecting our bodies, hearts and minds. 
During this practice, students will learn to check in with how they are feeling and what types of 
thoughts they are experiencing, and how to process these in a healthy and appropriate manner.  

While working on self-actualization, students improve their balance, connection with their 
bodies and build the skills needed to create a sense of calm inside themselves. The program is not a 
religious practice and is a completely secular activity. It is simply a healthy way to connect with our 
body and breath. Yoga helps build confidence in children and helps them have better clarity on how 
they feel. It is also a great chance for physical activity! Yoga Club is Wednesday mornings 7:30-8:05 
and there are still spots available!  
 

Happy fall to all of you, 
Sarah Reitinger  

719-579-4941 

 
ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 

The fun is continuing in Spanish class. All grade levels are moving onto to new units. Kinder and first grade are going to start working on numbers. 
Second and third grade will be moving from the calendar to weather. And finally, fourth and fifth grade are learning about physical and personality 

descriptions. All the students have created a goal for our next unit to increase their vocabulary and focus on either reading, listening, speaking, or 
writing. I am excited to see them continuing their language journey inside and outside of the Spanish classroom.  Once again, a great way for students to 

work on vocabulary is through Quizlet.  

How to join Spanish Quizlet: 
1. Go to quizlet.com  

2. Create an account for free 
3. Search for Mickee_Witt4  
4. Join the Spanish class  

5. Play the review and memorization games 
 

El divertido en la clase de español continuá. Todos los grados están moviendo en unidades nuevas. Kinder y primer grado empiecen en los números. El 
segundo y tercer grado se moveré al calendario al clima. Y finalmente, cuarto y quinto grado aprenden sobre descripciones de personalidades y físicas. 

Todos los estudiantes crean una meta por la proxima unidad para aumentar sus vocublario y enfocar en leyendo, escuchando, hablando, o escribiendo. 
Estoy emocionada para ver los continuar sus pasos españoles.  Una buena manera es con Quizlet cual es un app o sito de web que puede acceda en casa.  

Unirse Quizlet: 
1. Ir a quizlet.com 
2. Crear una cuanta gratis 
3. Buscar Mickee_Witt4 

4. Unirse la clase de Spanish 
5. Jugar los juegos de memorización y repaso 

 

Saludos, 

Mickee Witt  

719-579-3765 
 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

Please join us for our 21st Annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner for Lunch 

Friday, November 16th 

On the Menu: 

 Roasted Turkey 

Mashed Potatoes 

 Green Beans    

 Dinner Roll 

Warm Cinnamon Apples 

Milk 

Prices: 

 Children (0-17 yrs) $1.70 

 Adult (18+)  $3.65 

Lunch Times: 

 Kindergarten @ 11:00 am 

 1st Grade @ 11:25 am 

 3rd Grade @ 11:50 am 

 2nd Grade @ 12:10 pm 

 4th Grade @ 12:35 pm 

 5th Grade @ 12:55 pm 
 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

#1: Engage all students K-5 in 

transdisciplinary instructional units as well as 

focus on inquiry learning and addressing 

affective needs of our students (character 

education and health and wellness education). 

#2: Our greatness change in teachers and 

teams have been at 3rd-5th grade levels over 

the past six years. Every single one of our 

current 3rd-5th grade teachers are new to the 

school and or grade level from six years ago. 

Future stability in these teaching teams and 

greater knowledge of Colorado Academic 

Standards should result in greater 

achievement for our students. 

#3: While we have made great strides in 

academic achievement over the past three 

years, we are still striving to consistently 

score at or above state averages on all PARCC 

and CMAS assessments. 
 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

Become a VIP VOLUNTEER at Harrison 

School District Two and give the gift of time 

and talent to the children in our 

community. 
 

There are many ways to volunteer. Whether 

it's helping in the classroom, tutoring a 

student, working in the school library or 

attending field trips, you make a difference 

in HSD2. To join our VIP (Very Involved 

Parents) volunteer program, please 

complete the volunteer application and 

submit all information requested. For 

questions or assistance with your 

application please visit the campus where 

you wish to volunteer, or email us 

at vip@hsd2.org. 

Please DO NOT send money early. The cashier 

will collect money at the register for each family. 

We DO NOT accept credit cards! Cash or checks 

ONLY Sorry ☺ 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:vip@hsd2.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

   1 2 

5 

TEACHER 

WORK DAY 

 

NO SCHOOL 

6 
Garden Club Field Trip 

4:15-6:30pm 

7 8 9 
 

 

 

 

 

Progress Reports go 

home 

12 13 14 
IB Parent 

Meeting 8:15 am 

15 16 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

for Lunch 

19 20 21 22 23 

26 
Picture Retake Day 

27 28 
$1 Sports Day 

Spirit Day 

29 
STEM Club Field Trip 

4:00-7:30pm  

30 

 

THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO SCHOOL 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

