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Sand Creek International Elementary 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 8:10 am – 2:05 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:10 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Dear Families, 
 

      It is amazing to us that we are writing the last newsletter article for the year, the 

2018-2019 school year has flown by for both students and staff! During this last month of 

school, we have many special events taking place: 
 

May 1st and 7th – 3rd Grade Fieldtrip to the Fine Arts Center 

May 2nd – Kindergarten Family Night starting at 5pm 

May 6th – 10th – Staff Appreciation Week 

May 8th – IB Parent Meeting at 8:15 

May 10th – 5th Grade Fieldtrip to Denver 7:30am-7:00pm 

May 15th – 5th Grade Exhibition Presentations 9:30-11:30  

May 16th – Kindergarten Field Day 1:00-3:00pm 

May 17th – 1st – 5th Field Day – All Day 

May 20th – Kindergarten Presentations for their last unit of instruction 12:30 

May 22nd – Q4 Awards Assembly in the Afternoon 

May 23rd- Last Day of School – 5th Grade End of Year Breakfast at 8am – 5th grade 

                students are free to leave with parents after this special event 
 

 The new middle school wing at Sand Creek is moving right along, as the foundation 

was just poured at the site this weekend! Amid the excitement of the construction, please 

continue to remind your students to exercise caution around the work zone, keeping their 

distance, and listening to all staff directions regarding safety. Thank you for your help 

during this exciting transition! With the construction occurring this summer in our building, 

the school will be closed from May 24th – August 2nd. During this time, office staff will be 

working at Wildflower Elementary and our main phone line will be forwarded to that 

location. So feel free to come by Wildflower or call if you need anything during the summer. 

Registration will be held at Wildflower on July 29th and 30th. All families returning for the 

2019-20 school year will need to complete check-in registration during these two days. 

Wildflower Elementary is located at 1160 Keith Drive Colorado Springs 80916. You can 

reach office staff anytime at 579-3760. 
 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Laufer  Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
As we near the end of the year, it’s time for a few “housekeeping” items to be covered. First, have you seen our 

Lost and Found Bin on wheels close to the cafeteria entrance? It’s filled, overflowing really, and each year we 

bag these items at the end of the school year and send them off to the Bargain Box downtown for resale. There’s 

still time to reclaim your child’s missing coat or sweatshirt! 

 Next, during the registration in the Fall, if you are interested in adding your child’s name to our Operation 

School Bell List, please come see me or leave a message on my office phone. You can start this process on July 

9th-August 2nd.  For more information on Operation School Bell, I have included this link: 

https://www.assistanceleague.org/colorado-springs/philanthropic-programs/operation-school-bell-2/ . 

 Then, finally some tips for “Summer Slide” prevention. Of course, summer school in some type of format 

is always helpful, but if your student will not be enrolled in school during the summer months, there are still 

several things you can do to extend your child’s learning while not in school. Below are some ideas which are 

easy to implement and fun! Visit a Farmer’s Market, have your child calculate the tip amount when you’re are 

eating out, grow a garden, dictate the grocery list to your student, play travel agent. Thanks to the Internet, your 

child can easily research your family's vacation or a hometown field trip. Explore nature, keep a journal or read a 

book together in your private book club for sharing!  

Keeping your child’s brain engaged in more than just playing video games or watching TV can do a lot to 

expand a student’s brain development and learning while relaxing and enjoying the Summer break. 

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts                    Miss Nicki Keen 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
https://www.assistanceleague.org/colorado-springs/philanthropic-programs/operation-school-bell-2/
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MUSIC NOTES 
Dear Supporters of Music, 

Thank you so much for another great year here at Sand 

Creek International.  I cannot thank you enough for 

your support of the Music Program here at Sand Creek.  

You and your children have been fantastic.   

As I look back and reflect on this year’s concerts, I 

cannot help but be extremely proud of how impressive the 

kids in this school are.  I am honored to be able to teach 

them on a daily basis.  Although there are some 

challenges on certain days, 9.9 times out of 10 

everybody works as a cohesive unit down here in the 

music room (as well as during our concerts). 

The concerts were very challenging musically and 

logistically at times; but the kids worked so hard that I 

never had to be concerned as to whether, on any given 

night, they would pull off their best performance.  From 

Colorado’s Elementary All-State to the Native 

American show, and from the Winter Concert to the 

Weather Show…they stunned me every time and were 

as professional as any music teacher could ask for.  

Although sickness kept me from doing a few concerts 

this year, I am hopeful for a full concert season next 

school year. 

The biggest impact for me this year in the classroom 

was the addition of the ukulele lab and a tubano 

(Cuban drum) lab.  My father always used to say, 

“Leave a place better than you found it.”  Well, in this 

case, as the years have gone by, the district, Donors 

Choose, and I have consistently found ways to make the 

classroom environment better with limited funds to do 

so.  The kids have been patient and they really deserve 

all of the things that they have been afforded to play.  

In closing, thanks for a great sixth year here at Sand 

Creek. I am looking forward to having some of your 

children as 6th GRADERS next year!!!  Mrs. Laufer 

and I have already had some discussion on what music 

will look like for them and I am excited about the 

changes! 

 

Save the date for the following grade level concerts: 

Kinder May 3rd, 2019 

 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

Music Teacher 

719-579-4961 
 

SPORT REPORT 
Another School year has come 

and is now almost over.  It seems like 
just yesterday when I was trying to 
learn the names of all the new faces 
this year.  Now it is time to wish them 
all a fun and safe summer.   

With less than 4 weeks to go in 
the school year many P.E. classes will 
be held outside.  Please ensure your 
children are dressed ready to brave 
the elements.  Sometimes we fall 
down and get dirty, keep this in mind 
on P.E. days.  Please, please 
remember to have your children use 
appropriate shoes to Physical 
Education we may be kicking, 
running, or on the baseball field with 
dirt and small stones.  Sandals are not 
a good choice for these activities. 

We have had a great year at 
intramurals; I would like to thank all 
the parents that were able to make it 
to a game this year, the kids love to 
play for an audience.  Thank you also 
to parents for dropping off your 
children at the appropriate times all 
year.  You helped to make this a 
successful season.   
 On May 17th we have Field day 
for all 1st through 5th grade students.  
The day before on May 16th 
Kindergarten will have an afternoon 
of field day.  This is one of the 
highlights of the year for many 
students and all parents are welcome 
to come and make it a family day.   

Once again have a fantastic 
summer, stay safe and healthy, and 
see you all next year! 

Coach Coyle 
719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
The students are finishing the school year out strong. Kinder and first graders are working hard learning the 

alphabet in Spanish. Second and third are learning about food and practicing phrases to share what foods 

they like the best. Fourth and fifth are learning about countries that speak Spanish. They are going to be 

starting a project where they get to plan a trip to one of these countries. I am excited to see what activities 

they come up with. We have been using a music and game platform called Rockalingua. The students can 

watch videos and play games in Spanish. It is fun to watch them engage in the language in such a fun manner.  

 

Los estudiantes están terminando el año fuertemente. Kinder y el primer grado están trabajando para 

aprender el alfabeto en español. Segundo y tercer grado están aprendiendo sobre la comida y practicando 

frases para compartir qué la comida a les gustan mejor. Cuarto y quinto están aprendiendo sobre países que 

hablan español. Van a comenzar un proyecto donde pueden planear un viaje a uno de estos países. Me 

emociona ver qué actividades se les dan. Hemos estado usando una plataforma de música y juegos se llama 

Rockalingua. Los estudiantes pueden ver videos y jugar en español. Es divertido verlos participar en el 

lenguaje de una manera tan divertida. 

Saludos, 

Mickee Witt  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
Over the last three school years I have greatly appreciated teaching the 
students of Sand Creek International, working with the staff here and getting to 
know the families of our community. In looking forward, I have decided to 
accept a transfer offer to one of our Middle Schools in District, Fox Meadows. 
I will start teaching at Fox Meadows in the upcoming fall of 2019. This is a gem 
of a school that I will miss greatly and remember my experiences warmly. Emma 
Donart will be the new art teacher and she is over the moon about becoming 
part of the Sand Creek International community. Everyone is excited to meet her 
and make her feel welcome! She will be new to Colorado Springs as well and I 
have expressed to her that I hope, and it is very likely, that she will fall in love 
with our town, our state and of course without a doubt will enjoy this 
exceptionally extraordinary school!  

 
Best wishes to all of you, 

Sarah Reitinger  
719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
Thursday, August 8th is the FIRST DAY! 

 
Mandatory Re-Registration will be 
held at WILDFLOWER ELEMENTARY 
located at 1160 Keith Drive, 80916 
 on Monday, July 29th 8 AM-4 PM 
or Tuesday, July 30th 11 AM-7 PM 

 
All students attending Sand Creek 
International for the 2019-2020 school 
year MUST attend re-registration to 
complete necessary paperwork and 
update demographic information. We are 
not requiring students to bring school 
supplies for next school year! So, be sure 
and pick up new uniforms before the 
school year begins. 

 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

#1: Engage all students K-5 in 

transdisciplinary instructional units as well as 

focus on inquiry learning and addressing 

affective needs of our students (character 

education and health and wellness education). 

#2: Our greatest change in teachers and 

teams have been at 3rd-5th grade levels over 

the past six years. Every single one of our 

current 3rd-5th grade teachers are new to the 

school and or grade level from six years ago. 

Future stability in these teaching teams and 

greater knowledge of Colorado Academic 

Standards should result in greater 

achievement for our students. 

#3: While we have made great strides in 

academic achievement over the past three 

years, we are still striving to consistently 

score at or above state averages on CMAS 

assessments. 
 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

Become a VIP VOLUNTEER at Harrison 

School District Two and give the gift of time 

and talent to the children in our 

community. 
 

There are many ways to volunteer. Whether 

it's helping in the classroom, tutoring a 

student, working in the school library or 

attending field trips, you make a difference 

in HSD2. To join our VIP (Very Involved 

Parents) volunteer program, please 

complete the volunteer application and 

submit all information requested. For 

questions or assistance with your 

application please visit the campus where 

you wish to volunteer, or email us 

at vip@hsd2.org. 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:vip@hsd2.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

  1 
3rd Grade to Fine 

Arts Center & 
Garden of the Gods 

(Spillman/Trujillo) 

2 3 

6 7 
3rd Grade to Fine 
Arts Center & 

Garden of the Gods 
(Scott/Tate) 

8 9 10 
5th Grade Field Trip 
to Denver Science 
and Nature Museum 

13 14 15 16 
Kindergarten 

Field Day 1-3 PM 
 

17 
1st-5th Field Day 

8:30-2:30 PM 

20 21 22 
5th Grade to 

Sagebrush Park 
1:15-2:45 pm 

23 LAST DAY 

OF SCHOOL!!! 
 

1st Grade to Sagebrush 
Park 11-1 PM 

24 

27 
DISTRICT 

CLOSED 

MEMORIAL DAY 

28 29 30 31 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

