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Sand Creek International School 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Sand Creek International Families,  

 

Third quarter has been a busy and productive time at Sand Creek International! Students and 

teachers have been hard at work in classrooms learning about things as varied across the school as 

animal adaptations, difference makers in history, and severe weather. Our students are increasing 

their skills across the board, from our 1st graders writing powerful paragraphs to our 5th graders 

crafting well-argued essays. We have also been continuing our journey to becoming an authorized MYP 

(Middle Years Program) IB school, as we recently hosted a two-day visit from our IB Consultant. She 

praised the work we have done so far, and we look forward to continuing to develop our middle school 

IB curriculum.  

As April approaches, we are nearing CMAS testing season! At the end of a lesson, many of our 

teachers will give students a quick assessment to measure their learning, encouraging them to “Show 

what you know!” This provides teachers with important information as they plan upcoming lessons 

based on what the students can do and what they still need help understanding. CMAS testing is our 

whole school’s opportunity to “Show what we know!” It helps determines our yearly focus areas as a 

school. With that spirit, here are some important things to keep in mind as we make our way through 

April testing season: 

• Attendance is of utmost importance, as students will be required to make-up any 

tests they miss during this window of time. This includes dropping students off on-

time in the morning and avoiding picking them up early in the afternoon (testing could 

be in the morning or afternoon). 

• Students will need a good night’s sleep in order to do their best work. The National 

Sleep Foundation recommends between 9 to 11 hours of sleep every night for children 

between the ages of 9 to 11.  

• Please schedule any necessary appointments outside of the testing window, or on a 

Monday morning during the late start day. 

• If your student experiences any anxiety around testing, help them practice positive 

thinking by reminding them that the most important part is to try their best and show 

what they know! 

Hopefully 4th quarter will continue to be as productive as 3rd quarter, and we will get some 

warm spring weather. Let’s make this a great end to a fantastic school year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
It’s that time of year again. Well, at least it’s approaching. What time of year, you ask? Springtime, of course, and what that 

means for educators and parents to a certain extent sometimes means a rise in negative social interactions between budding 

teenage kids, also known as “Drama”. 

Drama is for both genders of students and can be frustrating for parents and teachers to navigate. I think these types of 

situations offer teachable moments helping educate our kids about how to handle social conflict that will probably occur 

throughout their lives in one way or another. Your Social/Counseling Department offers a quick 8 step guide for discussion 

tips when communicating with our kids about their social issues. 

 

1. Be calm. 

2. Listen up. 

3. Encourage a wide network of friends. 

4. Advocate for self-respect. 

5. Discourage the social media war. 

6. Discourage the victim role. 

7. Identify helpful resources. 

8. Promote the golden rule.  

Mr. Brian McRoberts                    Miss Nicki Keen 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

TECH TIDBITS 
The Learning Commons had a fantastic “Sound” presentation for our Kindergarten students from Pikes 

Peak Library.  The kids were shown the different types of sound and how to make them.  Then they 

were afforded the opportunity to explore making sounds with different objects.  Try taking a metal 

spoon, run a string through it, wrap the ends around your index fingers, place them in your ears, and 

swing the spoon against different objects.  The kids really got into this station.  In addition, they made 

thunder with a container and a spring.  You can see pictures and video on our Facebook page.   

Students are continuing to build their reading skills.  Our fourth and fifth grade classes have a challenge 

to read a variety of books from different genres.  They must pass their Accelerated Reader quizzes for 

the book to count.  Students should read at least twenty minutes a day.   

Mrs. Boyd and Mrs. Weros did a fantastic Socratic Seminar one afternoon in our whiteboard area.  The 

kids were engaged and learned a lot from this activity. 

Our students continue to grow with their coding skills through www.code.org lessons.  Most grade 

levels have been learning about Loops of different kinds.  If you get a chance, ask them about what 

they are learning in coding.  Students may work on lessons at home that they have yet to complete in 

school.  If your child needs their login, just have them ask their teacher or Mrs. Koontz for a copy.  

Computer Science is a fun, yet challenging subject. 

Mrs. Tiffaney Koontz 
719-579-4948 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.code.org/
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MUSIC NOTES 
Dear Music Families, 

I am pleased to say February was a 

FANTASTIC month for concerts.  The 5th 

Graders knocked it out of the park with 

audience members rolling on the floor in 

laughter during a rendition of Jim 

Gaffigan’s ‘Seasons’ segment of his Cinco 
special on Netflix as well as altered renditions 

of pops songs from the radio. 

I want to take a moment to focus on a 

few 5th Graders that recently had the 

opportunity to attend COLORADO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ALL-STATE 
FESTIVAL at the Broadmoor International 
Center this past month on January 26th.  The 

young ladies came in with me every morning 

to prepare and memorize their music for this 

prestigious event and enjoyed this experience 

whole heartedly.   

I would like to thank Mrs. Laufer and 

Mr. Ryder for allowing us to use a portion of 

the music budget to let these students to 

attend this event.  It was an unforgettable 

day of hard work, teamwork, and a fantastic 

opportunity to build a sense of community 

outside of HSD2! 

There is a 1st Grade Concert on March 

19th.  This couples with First Grade Family 

Night and runs from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.  Come 

out and have a blast with the first graders 

teachers and for what will be these first 

graders’ FIRST concert every at Sand Creek.   

 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

719-579-4961 
 

 

SPORT REPORT 
Sand Creek will once again be 

participating in a community service 
program called Kids Heart Challenge 
(formerly Jump Rope for Heart).  This is a 
program where we raise money for the 
American Heart Association.  Our money 
goes directly to help find cures, and 
prevention for our nation’s #1 and #5 
killers – heart disease and stroke. 
 During P.E. class the student will 
be doing a variety of jumping games and 
learning about keeping our hearts 
healthy.  On March 20th all students will 
come to the gym for 45min to participate 
in our Kids heart challenge, Start of 
Spring Break Party.   
 Students can also involve 
themselves in the fund raising part of the 
program to earn prizes based on the 
amount of money raised. Our school can 
earn P.E. equipment and students can 
earn prizes for registering online and 
sending 10 emails to family and friends. 
Here is how. 

1. Using your computer, smartphone 
or tablet, go to 
www.heart.org/kidsheartchallenge 
and join our school’s team and 
receive a wrist band 

2. Send E-Cards to 10+ friends and 
family members. 

3. If you get 1 donation online you 

receive Echo and Finn! 

  
 Any student that raises $50.00 or 
more will get to pour slime on Mr. Coyle 
or other teacher volunteers. Finally, I 
would like to thank everyone for your 
support this year getting your children 
dressed appropriately for P.E. classes.   

 
Coach Coyle 

719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.heart.org/kidsheartchallenge
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
Dear Sand Creek International Families, 
As we welcome Spring in Spanish class we will be working on numbers, basic body parts and 
more IB lessons, which include: “How the world works,” “How we organizing ourselves,” and 
“How we express ourselves.” Please continue to ask your students what they can recall from 
Spanish class for the week and please review the alphabet all students took home a Spanish 
alphabet book in February.  
 
Estimadas familias de Sand Creek International, 
 
Al dar le la bienvenida a la primavera en la clase de español estaremos trabajando en números, 
partes básicas del cuerpo y más lecciones de IB, que incluyen “Cómo funciona el mundo,” “Como 
nos  organizarnos,” y “Como nos expresamos.” Por favor continúe preguntando le a sus alumnos 
qué pueden recordar de la clase de español cada semana y revisen el libro de alfabeto que todos 
los alumnos llevaron a casa en febrero. 

 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
This month students are finishing up unit 3 and we are beginning our final unit for the year! Time has 

really flown by and I have loved seeing students grow as artists! I can’t wait to see how our final projects turn 
out. I have begun mentioning our art show to many students, especially as I am collecting pieces from each 
student. Every student will have at least one piece of art in the show! In kindergarten we are learning how to 
draw big and are looking at works by the wonderful Georgia O’Keefe (personally, my favorite artist!) In first 
grade we are going to learn about culture and the role community plays in art, we will create masks and create 
texture. Second grade is also learning about culture and we will create sun mirrors and self-portraits! Third 
grade is taking a step back in time and learning about art from the past such as cave drawings, they will get the 
chance to dye fabric with naturally found materials. Fourth will create mandalas and focus on radial patterns. 
Fifth grade is focusing on their individual style and will get the chance to use clay to create a mug or bowl that 
represents them as artists!  

I am now implementing a new thing called a selfie station, if a student is proud of their work they will get 
a selfie stick (clothespin with a camera picture on it) and I will come over and take a picture and email it home 
for you to see! This way you can see artwork your student is proud of right away rather than having to wait for 
them to bring it home! 

If you ever have anything you think could be useful for art class or wish to donate any art materials my 
door is always open for things to be dropped off. Our little artists and I would be so grateful! Thank you! 
 

Emma Donart  
719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Choose KINDness 
Name ___________________________ 
Grade______ Teacher _______________ 
How did you show kindness?   
I showed kindness… 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
______________________________ 

 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE INFORMATIONAL COLUMN 

Sand Creek International Community! 

We would like to begin by thanking all parents who have attended our 

quarterly IB parent meetings.  Your active involvement has been 

appreciated!  We have one last meeting for the 19-20 school year on 

March 11th.  We hope to see many of you taking action to be involved in 

your child’s education and school community.  With “taking action” in 

mind, we would like to hear about the various ways your child is taking 

action to make our community a kinder place.  With your child, fill out 

the form below describing a moment or time when your child 

demonstrated kindness.  Send the completed form back to school so we 

can highlight their kind act. 

As always, if you ever have any questions about the IB program, don’t 

hesitate to reach out. 

Kindest Regards, 

Marika Gillis-PYP Coordinator 

Sabrina Weros-PYP Coordinator 

April Pratt-MYP Coordinator 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W

G

 R

O

   W

Our school will develop globally 
minded citizens who make meaningful 

contributions to the world through 
reflective inquiry, creativity, and 

problem solving. 
 

CLDE NEWS 

Tutoring has started at 7:30 on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday mornings. It is a great 
opportunity for students to work 
on their reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills. The 
attendance this semester has been 
great. Thank you for helping get 
your students here on time. As 
always, please let one of us know if 
you have any questions.  

-CLDE Team 

 
 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

1) Instruction will be delivered in both whole 

group and small group settings to include a 

structure for all five components in of 

reading in small groups. 

  

2) Grade level math blocks will be structured 

to allow for whole group math instruction 

(Tier I) as well as small group targeted math 

instruction in the classroom (Tier II) and 

support schedules will allow for additional 

math interventions for students needing 

MTSS in Math (Tier II and Tier III) to 

allow for student mastery of both math 

computation and conceptual understanding. 

  

3) All staff will engage students in 

community building and restorative activities 

through morning meetings, circles and 

learning strategies for self-regulating and 

problem-solving. 

 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

Become a VIP VOLUNTEER at Harrison 

School District Two and give the gift of time 

and talent to the children in our 

community. 
 

There are many ways to volunteer. Whether 

it's helping in the classroom, tutoring a 

student, working in the school library or 

attending field trips, you make a difference 

in HSD2. To join our VIP (Very Involved 

Parents) volunteer program, please 

complete the volunteer application and 

submit all information requested. For 

questions or assistance with your 

application please visit the campus where 

you wish to volunteer, or email us 

at vip@hsd2.org. 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:vip@hsd2.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

2 3 4 
Awards Assembly 

K-3rd @ 2:00 

4th–6th @ 2:45 
 
 

 

 

End of 3rd Quarter 

5 
PARENT TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 

 

REPORT CARDS GO 

HOME 

 

NO SCHOOL 
 

6 
TEACHER  

WORK DAY 

 

NO SCHOOL 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning of 4th Quarter 

10 11 
IB Parent Meeting 

@ 8:15 
 

Community Open 

House @ 5pm 
 

Kinder Sneak Peak 

@ 5:30 pm 

12 13 

16 17 
6th Grade to 

Discovery Center 
12-3 pm 

18 

$1 Green Day 

Spirit Day 

19 

Adopt-A-Waterway 

Clean Up 
 

1
st
 Grade Family 

Night & Concert 

5-6:30pm 

20 
Kids Heart 
Challenge 

 
IditaRead 

“Assembly” 

23 24 25 26 27 

30 31 
Individual & Class 

Picture Day 

APRIL   1 2 3 

 

 

SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – SPRING 

BREAK - NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK – 

NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK – NO 

SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

