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Sand Creek International Elementary 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 8:10 am – 2:05 pm 

Tues-Fri:  8:10 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 

 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 
scheduling appointments and events. 

Dear Families, 
 Welcome to the month of March at Sand Creek International! This month marks the end 

of the 3rd quarter of the school year, and the beginning of the last quarter of the school year. 
It is amazing to think we are approaching the last quarter of the year, as it seems as though the 

2018-2019 school year just started!  
 The month of March brings lots of exciting opportunities for our students. One of which 

is the Iditaread, our 2nd year of this new annual event that got students very excited about 
reading last year! This engaging event and competition is developed after the famous Iditarod 

dogsled race. Each class is assigned a musher and dog sled and based on the number of minutes 
they spend reading at home each day, they are able to move their dogsled among all the 

different checkpoints that will be displayed throughout the hallways in our school for the month 
of March. It is a race to the finish and a great way to encourage students to be reading nightly 

at home! 
 One of the best things that parents can do with their kids is read at home nightly, many 

educators and researchers would argue that this is more important than any other homework 
assignment. The format of the reading does not necessarily matter, ideas could be: 

 -The child reading aloud to their parents or other siblings or adults in the house 
 -Parents or guardians reading aloud to their children before bed 

 -Children reading individually to themselves in a special spot in the house 
 -Books could be read in English or in their native language such as Spanish, no matter the   

             language the process of reading nightly is equally beneficial! 
-Parents and kids could take turns reading a page each and then asking the other person    

to retell what they read or heard 
 

 No matter the format, the important piece is creating a daily afternoon and evening 
schedule that allows time for reading. The research about the number of words and increased 

vocabulary that a child develops based on reading just 20 minutes a night is astounding! If you 
ever have questions about how to encourage your child to read at home, please feel free to chat 

with your child’s teacher or contact the front office and we will be happy to brainstorm with 
you! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 
 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
Parents and Guardians, 
Lately, we hear a lot more from kids that they are “bored” in school. Often times, my reply is, 

“Haven’t you noticed in life that sometimes we get bored, but still survive and it’s only 
temporary?” Being bored occasionally, in fact, has it’s own value and is important for human 

development and psychological well-being, as it turns out. From the website: Mother-ly, is a 
great article about the surprising benefits of boredom for children.  

Boredom improves psychological well-being 

Boredom is what gives life meaning. That’s not just a quaint thought. This article from the 

American Psychological Association shows that when people are bored, they tend to look 

back on their lives and feel like the things they’ve done are more meaningful. They also 

start putting more meaning into the next things they see. 

It happens because our brains are afraid of inactivity. When we’re not doing anything, to 

keep us from spending our whole lives staring at the walls, our brains try to make life more 

interesting. More weight and purpose are given to what we are processing. If we reflect on 

something when we’re bored, it feels more meaningful, and when we experience 

something new, it seems more significant. 

Being bored is an important part of finding meaning in life. When our kids are bored, it 

helps them find value in their own experiences and develop their own unique worldview, 

which makes them psychologically stronger for the future. 

As always, if there is anything your Counseling Department can do to help, please call 

579-3771. Thank you, Mr. McRoberts. 

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts                     Miss Nicole Keen 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

March is Reading Month!!! Join us for the Iditaread 2019!!! 
Every classroom is participating in the Iditaread Challenge. All students should be 
reading daily, at least 20 minutes, and logging their time on the Iditaread Log that 
was send home a couple days ago. This log is looked over daily for the class to 
receive credit for the time. Also, if you are interested in reading to your child’s 
classroom, please reach out to their teacher for an appropriate time on Friday, 
March 22nd. Thank you for joining in on the fun of reading! 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.apa.org%2Fmonitor%2F2013%2F07-08%2Fdull-moment.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cjrobson%40hsd2.org%7Ce6ee60096d784c0d4f5508d69825798c%7C5485c62b55af4fce807eff1a7e126fcc%7C0%7C0%7C636863684051077910&sdata=8jNVQJ7GIifDrAKWcqS43PdpS4zPzd20yP82dKWSIis%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hup.harvard.edu%2Fcatalog.php%3Fisbn%3D9780674634633&data=02%7C01%7Cjrobson%40hsd2.org%7Ce6ee60096d784c0d4f5508d69825798c%7C5485c62b55af4fce807eff1a7e126fcc%7C0%7C0%7C636863684051087915&sdata=UY7elUu39eqU%2FK4NEkbFPyV%2F8%2F24LnmNPrprJxka0io%3D&reserved=0
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MUSIC NOTES 
Dear Music Families, 

I am pleased to say February was a FANTASTIC 
month for concerts.  The 5th Graders knocked it out of 

the park with audience members rolling on the floor 

in laughter during a rendition of Jim Gaffigan’s 

‘Seasons’ segment of his Cinco special on Netflix as 

well as altered renditions of pops songs from the 

radio. 

Also, I want to take a moment to focus on a few 5th 

Graders that recently had the opportunity to attend 

COLORADO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ALL-STATE 
FESTIVAL at the Broadmoor International Center 

this past month on January 26th.  This did not 

happen in time for the last newsletter, but this was 

quite a large undertaking and very deserving of 

some digital ink.   

Under the direction of Dr. Jeffrey Murdock of 

Arkansas, Galilee Hernandez, Aniyah Smith, Lyfe 
Wilson, Hailey Richmond, and ZaMya Wooten 

enjoyed the privilege of singing with over 320 

elementary school singers from the state of Colorado.  

The young ladies came in with me every morning to 

prepare and memorize their music for this prestigious 

event and enjoyed this experience whole heartedly.   

I would like to thank Mrs. Laufer and Mr. Ryder for 

allowing us to use a portion of the music budget to let 

these students attend this event.  It  was an 

unforgettable day of hard work, teamwork, and a 

fantastic opportunity to build a sense of community 

outside of HSD2! 

We have an upcoming 1st Grade show on March 20th.  

Please keep an eye on Facebook and the Marquee 

outside of the school for details! 

 

Save the date for the following grade level 

concerts: 

1st Grade March 20th, 2019 

2nd  Grade April 24th, 2019 

Kinder May 3rd, 2019 
 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

Music Teacher 

719-579-4961 
 

SPORT REPORT 
Sand Creek will once again be 

participating in a community service 

program called Kids Heart Challenge 

(formerly Jump Rope for Heart).  This is a 

program where we raise money for the 

American Heart Association.  Our money 

goes directly to help find cures and 

prevention for our nation’s #1 and #5 

killers – heart disease and stroke. 

 During P.E. class the student will 

be doing a variety of jumping games and 

learning about keeping our hearts 

healthy.  On March 22nd all students will 

come to the gym for 45min to participate 

in our Kids Heart Challenge and start of 

Spring Break Party.   

 Students can also involve 

themselves in the fundraising part of the 

program to earn prizes based on the 

amount of money raised. Our school can 

earn P.E. equipment and students can 

earn prizes for registering online and 

sending 10 emails to family and friends. 

Here is how. 

1. Using your computer, smartphone 

or tablet, go to 

www.heart.org/kidsheartchallenge 

and join our school’s team and 

receive a wrist band 

2. Send E-Cards to 10+ friends and 

family members. 

3. If you get 1 donation online you 

receive Echo and Finn! 

  

 Finally, I would like to thank 

everyone for your support this year 

getting your children dressed 

appropriately for P.E. classes.   

 

Coach Coyle 

719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.heart.org/kidsheartchallenge
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
I am hearing more and more about Spanish being used around the school! It’s so exciting hearing the songs 

and phrases the students know. The Kinder and 1st graders are working on the calendar, so they will be able to 

tell you all about the days of the week and months of the year. The 2nd and 3rd graders are talking about 

clothing and discussing the cause and effect of weather on our choice of clothes. The 4th and 5th graders are 

talking about weather. Ask your 4th and 5th grade student about the virtual reality experience we took to 

Machu Picchu.  

 

Estoy escuchando mas y más español en la escuela. Estoy emocionada que escucho las canciones y frases de 

español.  Primer grado y Kinder trabajan en el calendario, asi que ellos pueden discutir sobre los dias de la 

semana y los meses. Segundo y tercer grado discuten la ropa y el causo y efecto del tiempo en la ropa que 

llevamos. Cuarto y quinto grado discuten el tiempo. Le pregunta su estudiante de cuarto y quinto grado sobre 

la experiencia de la realidad virtual a Machu Picchu.  

 
Saludos, 

Mickee Witt  
719-579-3765 

 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
 
Art Club helped design the yearbook cover this year and I must tell you it is awesome! In 
discussing the International Baccalaureate learner profile traits, students realized that 
all the traits had to do with personal growth and all in a way are linked to being open 
minded in achieving that growth. A person can do this by thinking about ideas in an 
open-minded way, leading a principled and balanced life, seeking new knowledge by 
being an inquirer, be a caring communicator and being a reflective risk taker.  
That was our first direction for the artwork. We wanted to design an image that 
represented open mind-edness and visually share these guidelines for personal growth. 
After debating multiple directions, the group chose a visual of the human head or a 
brain. In the end, we settled with a brain that has a garden growing out of one side! It 
was shipped off to be used for the yearbook cover and I can’t wait for people to see it! 
Thank you to every student in Art Club that helped with this special project. March is the 
deadline to get your yearbook orders in so act fast if you want to remember the great 
times from this school year and own the beautifully designed work.   
 

Happy fall to all of you, 
Sarah Reitinger  

719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

Kindergarten 
Registration 
2019-2020 

 

Is your child going to be 5 years 
old by October 1st, 2019? If so, don’t 
miss out on registration starting 
March 1st! Enrollment can begin 
online at www.hsd2.org . If you’d 
like to register at school, please 
bring birth certificate, shot records 
and proof of residence with you to 
fill out paperwork. Call the office 
if you have any questions 
regarding next school year. 

 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

#1: Engage all students K-5 in 

transdisciplinary instructional units as well as 

focus on inquiry learning and addressing 

affective needs of our students (character 

education and health and wellness education). 

#2: Our greatness change in teachers and 

teams have been at 3rd-5th grade levels over 

the past six years. Every single one of our 

current 3rd-5th grade teachers are new to the 

school and or grade level from six years ago. 

Future stability in these teaching teams and 

greater knowledge of Colorado Academic 

Standards should result in greater 

achievement for our students. 

#3: While we have made great strides in 

academic achievement over the past three 

years, we are still striving to consistently 

score at or above state averages on all PARCC 

and CMAS assessments. 
 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

Become a VIP VOLUNTEER at Harrison 

School District Two and give the gift of time 

and talent to the children in our 

community. 
 

There are many ways to volunteer. Whether 

it's helping in the classroom, tutoring a 

student, working in the school library or 

attending field trips, you make a difference 

in HSD2. To join our VIP (Very Involved 

Parents) volunteer program, please 

complete the volunteer application and 

submit all information requested. For 

questions or assistance with your 

application please visit the campus where 

you wish to volunteer, or email us 

at vip@hsd2.org. 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.hsd2.org/
mailto:vip@hsd2.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

    1 

4 5 
 

6 
4th Grade to  

Fine Arts Center 
9:15-12:30 

7 
4th Grade to  

Fine Arts Center 
9:15-12:30 

8 

11 12 13 
 

 

 

IB Open House 

6-7PM 

14  

HALF DAY 

8:10-12:30 
 

PARENT/TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 
 

15 

TEACHER 

WORK DAY 

 

NO SCHOOL 

18 19 20 
$1 Wear Green Day  

 
 

1st Grade Family Night 
& Concert 5:00-6:30 

 

21 22 
Jump Rope for 

Heart Day 
 

Drop Everything and 
Read Day 

25 26 27 28 29 

 

SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

