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Sand Creek International School 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Welcome back and Happy New Year 2021 to the Sand Creek Community! 

 

We are so excited to see all our students again and start 3rd quarter strong. Our hope is that 

everyone was able to find some moments of joy and relaxation during Winter Break. If you were 

unable to see loved ones in person, we hope there were some opportunities for connecting through 

technology. The passage of another year serves as a time for looking back and reflecting on 

everything that has happened over the past 12 months. For many people, 2020 may have been the 

most challenging year to date, and our thoughts are certainly with everyone who has struggled during 

this year. 

 

At this time of reflection, it’s amazing to think of all the things our students and teachers have 

accomplished together. Through an incredible amount of hard work and dedication, both students and 

teachers have become truly adept at learning in an entirely new way! The month of eLearning in 

December showed the impressive adaptability and perseverance of teachers, students, and families. 

Thank you to our parent community for helping to facilitate eLearning in your homes! 

 

As you know, all families were asked to make a choice between in-person learning and eLearning for 

3rd quarter. Unlike first semester, families will not be able to go back and forth between the two 

models this spring. This change in district policy means that students will remain as an in-person 

student or eLearner for the duration of 3rd quarter. Families will be allowed to make a choice for 4th 

quarter later this spring. 

 

A big part of our IB program at Sand Creek is an emphasis on inquiry and student choice. Classrooms 

have wonder walls where students can ask and answer questions that come up during instruction. We 

even have a staff wonder wall! This month, our staff wonder wall asks our faculty to choose one word 

that will represent their intention for 2021. Perhaps that could be a meaningful activity to do with 

your student or family. Instead of making a New Year’s resolution, which are often forgotten by 

February, an intention can be a simple reminder of what you are striving for this year. I haven’t quite 

chosen my word yet, because there are so many choices! Success, joy, community, learning, curiosity, 

health…Lots of good choices for words, and the good news is that all of them would be a great choice 

for an intention. 

 

We wish you good health and luck in the new year! 

 

Mr. Charley Ryder  Ms. Tamie Hollon 

Interim Principal  Assistant Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
 

How to Cope with Virtual Learning 

 

Today, I had an online conference with a mother regarding her son’s behavior in his virtual class, and 

hearing about how the family is coping with personal issues while trying to make sure her son completes his work 

made me wonder how she managed to stay so sane! Virtual education comes with significant challenges for 

parents and students alike. However, during the COVID-19 pandemic, many parents are finding it especially 

stressful to deal with the hurdles of online education. From technical difficulties, having limited access to 

teachers, and worrying about your child’s social development, to simply maintaining the normal family 

household issues, parents are having to juggle more balls than ever before.  

If you're feeling frustrated and not sure how much more you can manage, here are a few ways to hang on 

to your sanity while your child does school online. First off, think about scheduling some breaks. Kids aren’t the 

only ones who need recess. Taking breaks is critical for parents, too. When the stress of your child’s virtual 

schooling threatens to overwhelm you, take a recess. If the sun is shining, take the advice of our 2nd grade 

teachers and students, by going outside for a “Vitamin D Break!”  

Finally, keep up the communication and celebrate the wins when you find them. Many virtual education 

stressors stem from a lack of communication. Be sure to keep open lines of communication with your partner, 

your child’s teachers, counselors and principals. And, as I am learning, again, from a friend that I work with, you 

can find something positive in any given situation. You logged off and came back instead of fighting the internet? 

Win! Your elementary student is learning how to persevere with online schoolwork, even though their grades 

aren’t what you hoped they would be? Win! You actually read all the way to the end of this newsletter article 

without falling asleep? Win -win! 

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts             Ms. Kayla Maldonado 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

TECH TIDBITS 
I hope this newsletter finds you all safe and healthy.  I thought I would take time to share a little about a concept 

we focus on using Common Sense Education to increase our Digital Citizenship knowledge.  These lessons spiral and will 

come up again in later grades.  One concept I found was personal versus private information in connection to safety and 

our digital footprint.  In Kindergarten, we discuss safety rules to follow when we are on the Internet.  In 1st grade, we 

relate personal/private information through a couple characters who share things in respect to the digital footprint that is 

being left behind and decide who is easier to identify.  In 2nd grade, we talk a lot about things that are personal like 

hobbies, favorite foods, things to do, and items that are not specific to one person.  Conversely, we have private 

information, which is identifying information like your birthday, address, phone number, full name, and more.  This 

conversation continues in 4th grade where we revisit the concepts through scenarios, identifying which information is 

personal and which is private.  Most recently, the personal/private information came up in the 6th grade curriculum as 

students are working on creating their own web page with HTML.   We do not want our students to share personally 

identifying information when they are online for safety reasons.  Helping them to understand why this is important is a 

conversation you can encourage at home.  There are wonderful resources available at commonsense.org that not only talk 

about digital citizenship, but also how to pick media for your children and so much more.   
Mrs. Tiffaney Koontz 

719-579-4948 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MUSIC NOTES 
I am happy to say that it was a 

refreshing time in between semesters and Mr. 

LaCombe’s baby girl, Katie Grace, was born ON 

MY BIRTHDAY, November 25th @ 4:16 p.m. 

She was 7 lbs; 1 oz and was 18” long. She is 

healthy as an ox and doing very well 7 weeks 

into her life. I also hope that you found some 

time to enjoy having your children home 

during our break. It has been good to be back 

and not going stir-crazy at home. In-person 

music classes will start soon, and I am looking 

forward to seeing your kids again! 

Online students in 3rd grade are 

already off to a roaring start with their simple 

Flipgrid video assignment, so please thank 

your kids for getting right online to do some 

music assignments in their get-to-know-you 

videos!! 2nd and 3rd grader eLearning parents, 

please make sure your kids are doing their 

music assignments each week in CANVAS 

and please pay close attention to the 

announcements in CANVAS as well. 

Other than those two items, January is a 

very relaxed month for music. It was our hope 

that maybe if things let up for COVID-19 

protocol, that we might be able to have a concert 

or two, but that hope may be waning at this 

point. I will keep you all posted on if we will get 

the green light to do a show or two in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

719-579-4961 
 

 

SPORT REPORT 
Welcome back, and Happy New Year!  

We are looking forward to when the students 
return to school. Physical Education is very 
difficult to do online!  The first half of the year 
we focused mostly on knowledge of P.E. 
information, now we start testing on the 
performance of P.E. skills.  Many of the tests 
we do in class will be performance based, 
instead of the paper and pencil tests we have 
been doing.  

Please note that this quarter all 4th 
grade students are required to complete their 
P.E. work. This includes e-learners as well. 
Each week you will have a short lesson and 
then you will be expected to complete an 
assignment. 

With the winter weather upon us, please 
try to send running shoes with your children 
because it is difficult to run, stop, and turn, in 
boots.   

In March we will be doing our 
community fundraiser Kids Heart Challenge 
(formerly Jump rope for Heart).  We help raise 
money for the American Heart Association.  
Please do not let the raising money part of the 
program stress you. Our focus this year will 
be to learn about heart disease and stroke, 
the 1st and 5th most common killers in 
America. 

Ask your children how many minutes a 
day they should be active.  They should all be 
able to tell you 60min every day! 

Coach Coyle 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! Although this 

semester has not started as planned, I am still 

very excited about the upcoming lessons! This 

quarter at the elementary school we will be 

focusing on skill related activities including 

throwing, catching, striking, and trapping. At 

the Middle School level, we will be focusing on 

healthy bodies and athletic skills.  

We are hoping to start up our middle 

school intramurals later in January and will 

communicate dates and times with you when 

we have more information!  

If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact me! 

Coach Frenzel 
719-579-3770  

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
Welcome back Yeti Families, 

I hope everyone had a wonderful winter break and that everyone has been healthy and safe. For the month of 

January, K-5th grade will be learning a variety of topics, from learning about Argentina to colors and days of the 

week. Students that have Spanish this semester for 6th and 7th grade will begin reviewing and learning about 

introductions, greetings, farewells, and our Spanish class commands. Please remind your students to practice 

learned phrases and concepts at home. I hope everyone has a great start to the new year. Happy New Year!  

 

Bienvenidos al año nuevo Familias Yeti, 

Espero que todos hayan tenido unas maravillosas vacaciones de invierno y que todos hayan estado sanos y salvos. 

Durante el mes de enero, los grados k-5 estarán aprendiendo una variedad de temas, desde aprender sobre 

Argentina hasta colores y días de la semana. Los estudiantes que tengan español este semestre para 6º y 7º grado 

comenzarán a repasar y aprender acerca de las introducciones, las despedidas y saludos y los comandos y 

vocabulario de nuestra clase de español. Por favor recuerde a sus estudiantes que practiquen frases y conceptos 

aprendidos en casa. Espero que todos tengan un gran comienzo de año. ¡Feliz año nuevo! 
 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
Sadly, our time in art got cut short in November and quarter 2 projects were not finished before the break. 

However, I am so excited to dive right back in and finish those once students are back in person! Kindergarten will be 
finishing up their unit on how art can tell stories and will create a project inspired by stained-glass windows. 1st grade will 
use their knowledge of expression and will express themselves in a self-portrait drawing. 2nd grade will finish up 
constructing their architecture-based project. 3rd grade is experimenting with 3D art and will hopefully get to bring home 
various 3D projects. I am excited to see 5th grade in person for the first time this year, they will begin studying emphasis 
and will be using chalk pastels.  Middle school students will be starting a new semester in Art in Society and I can’t wait to 
meet our new group of middle school artists. 

I also want to shout out all of my eLearners I have seen thus far, Kindergarten, 4th and 5th grade. I have loved 
seeing everyone’s creativity from home. This quarter I will be seeing 1st grade eLearners and we will be starting off with a 
story telling project!  

If you have not yet, check out our quarter 1 Digital Art Show! I absolutely love showing off student artwork, not 
only do students get excited to see their art on the wall but other grade levels also love seeing what comes next in art. 
Since we are not able to have a big art show this year, I have decided to compile work from each quarter into a digital art 
show. This way parents, guardians and students can see all the incredible creativity from quarter 1. Each room is 
separated by grade and you can find the artists name by clicking on the artwork. Take the guided tour to find out more 
information on the projects and what students learned while completing their art.  
Here is the link for the Digital Art Show (this works best when accessed from a computer)- 
https://www.artsteps.com/view/5f724073136f860e74138dcb  

Emma Menke  
719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
https://www.artsteps.com/view/5f724073136f860e74138dcb
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

Respectful Relationships. 

 Outstanding Achievement.  

Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make 
meaningful contributions to the 

world through reflective 
inquiry, creativity, and problem 

solving. 
 

IB NEWS 
Students Take ACTION! Many people think that action is easy to define. 

It is something you do, right? However, action is more than that. It is a part of 
who we are! Change may be hard. How do we make changes in the way that we 
think can help the world? 

In the International Baccalaureate programme, we believe that action is 
a cycle of choice, action and reflection.   

 
Students at Sand Creek International School are encouraged to take 

action within their classrooms, their school, the community and the world!  
Teachers plan units of inquiry around authentic real-world topics that encourage 
student action.  In the MYP this past month, students have been exploring 
different types of action: direct, indirect, advocacy and research.  They have been 
brainstorming ways to connect their passions to service in their community.  For 
example, a student who is passionate about the outdoors might decide to 
volunteer to clean up a local hiking trail.  The possibilities for service action are 
endless!   

MYP students are encouraged to be involved in at-least one service as 
action experience during the second semester of school this year.  An MYP 
student who completes service as action experience will be selected each quarter 
to act as the SCIS MYP Action Ambassador!  This student will be recognized for his 
or her service actions and honored with an Action Ambassador t-shirt they can 
wear to school.  How can you help? Talk to your child about their interests and 
possible opportunities to take meaningful action in their community.  See the 
below list for some possible service as action experiences. 
Direct Action Indirect Action Advocacy Research 
 
Organize events and 
activities that will 
provide a service to 
someone 
 
Create an 
“Environmental 
Club” at school that 
could organize 
activities such 
as cleaning parks or 
trails in your local 
area over an 
extended period of 
time 
 
Organize a letter 
writing campaign to 
send letters to elders 
at a local nursing 
home 
 
Tutoring other 
students  

 
Donate food or 
blankets to a local 
shelter. 
 
(Re)designing a 
community website 
 
Write original 
picture books to 
teach a lesson 
 
Organize a 
collection drive to 
ask neighbors and 
school families to 
donate supplies or 
gifts for a family 
that has recently 
experienced a loss 
 
Organize a 
fundraiser and 
donate the funds to 
a local charity 
 

 
Create posters for the 
virtual or physical 
classroom wall to 
raise 
awareness in the 
school community on 
matters pertaining to 
equality and anti-
racism 
 
Design 
communications with 
appropriate 
messaging targeting 
different groups in 
order to affect social 
and behavioral 
change 
 
Write a letter to a 
local representative 
urging them to 
support an initiative 
related to your 
passion 

 
Conduct research to 
raise awareness and 
understanding of 
behavior that has 
resulted as a result 
of the COVID-19 
health crisis  
 
Discover new places 
through virtual 
visits. Students can 
then do 
some research about 
these new places 
and write articles to 
inform 
and educate their 
peers 
 
Contribute data 
about a specific 
location to research 
into 
environmental 
topics like waste, 
climate, migration 
etc. 

 

 

UIP Major Improvement 

Strategies 

1) Instruction will be delivered in 

both whole group and small group 

settings to include a structure for all 

five components in of reading in small 

groups. 

  

2) Grade level math blocks will be 

structured to allow for whole group 

math instruction (Tier I) as well as 

small group targeted math instruction 

in the classroom (Tier II) and support 

schedules will allow for additional 

math interventions for students 

needing MTSS in Math (Tier II and 

Tier III) to allow for student 

mastery of both math computation 

and conceptual understanding. 

  

3) All staff will engage students in 

community building and restorative 

activities through morning meetings, 

circles and learning strategies for 

self-regulating and problem-solving. 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

    1 

4 5 6 7  
3rd Quarter Begins 

 

All K-7 students 

remote learning 

8 

11 12 13 14 15 

18 

MARTIN 

LUTHER KING 

JR. DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

19 
K-6 students return 

for in-person 

learning 

 

 
REPORT CARDS GO HOME 

20 21 22 

25 26 27 28 29 
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