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Sand Creek International School 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Hello Families, 

         Welcome to 2020 at Sand Creek International! We hope that your family was able to spend some quality time together 

during the holiday season. I know we spent some time relaxing after a busy first semester of school, and are now ready to dive 

into the 2nd semester with lots of exciting things in store! 

         This year, something newer to our school is the concept of Restorative Practices. We have been training staff on 

restorative practices, and using this language with students. We have created a 6th grade leadership group, they have named 

themselves the “Peace Peeps” and they are working to serve as role models and implement restorative conversations with 

younger students when necessary.  

          If you google “Restorative Practices in Schools” you will find tons of information of this new approach spreading across 

the nation. Here is a summary from Edutopia that provides a nice overview: 

Schools across the country are being urged to adopt restorative approaches as an alternative to suspensions . 

But restorative practices do more than supplant punitive approaches to discipline. They can dramatica lly 

improve the school climate and strengthen the social and emotional skills of young people and adults. Instead 

of using punishments and rewards to influence the way students behave, restorative approach es address the 

underlying reasons for students’ hurtful behavior and nurture their intrinsic desire to treat others with care 

and respect. 

        Our staff created some collaborative beliefs that are leading our work around restorative practices. 

Here is what we believe about students and discipline that is driving our work at Sand Creek International:  

Positive Beliefs about Kids and Discipline 

1. All kids desire structure and clear expectations; some kids need to be taught how to behave through modeling and 

think-alouds. 

2. Behavior is not personal, behavior is motivated by a want or need. 

3. All kids want to be valued, accepted and have a sense of belonging through building and contributing to the class, 

school and broader community. 

4. All kids can learn and grow from their mistakes if they see a reason to do so. 

5. We should be flexible and differentiate consequences for kids based on what they need in order to learn and grow; 

some kids react more positively with choices and a degree of control. 

6. Trusting relationships between all stakeholders are the foundation of a thriving community. 

7. Common behavior expectations from all parties (school staff, families and peers) can help students be more 

successful and prepare them for society. 

 

If you have any questions about our implementation of Restorative Practices at anytime, feel free to reach out to your child’s 

teacher, our counselor, social worker, or school administration. We would be happy to chat with you about the great results we are 
seeing already this school year! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 
 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce


  Volume 24, Issue 4                       Visit our website   www.hsd2.org/sce                                    January 2020, Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Counseling Department 
 
Hope everyone had a wonderfully relaxing and recharging holiday break and now are prepared to finish out the school 

year by applying themselves to a more productive and satisfying new year! During the holidays, your Sand Creek 

Counselor read two books, one of which was about a former juvenile delinquent who after several years in prison decided 

to dedicate himself to a new way of life. Based on a true story, he realized he knew nothing about how to live differently 

so he searched the prison library for books on the subject of self-improvement. After reading several, he decided that 

setting personal goals and visualizing how his new life would “look” if he pursued the actions would be his daily regimen 

or plan. Spoiler alert: by setting his goals, visualizing the outcomes before they happened and taking the action needed to 

reach his goals, he became a millionaire with a mountain home in Woodland Park, Colorado, an island home in Maui, 

Hawaii and an amazing father to his son! 

What better time to start a new path to something more successful and satisfying than the New Year? This year for a New 

Year’s resolution however, based on the book, I think in addition to setting goals, we must identify the actions necessary 

for achieving them, AND perhaps equally as important, take time to visualize daily what our lives will look like if we reach 

our goals. I’m in. How about you? 😊 

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts                    Miss Nicki Keen 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

TECH TIDBITS 
The Learning Commons continues to offer enriching learning experiences for our students.  During December, students in 

4th grade took part in their first Virtual Reality Field Trip to various ecosystems to better understand the differences.  In 

addition, Pikes Peak Library brought in a Makers Space activity for our 2nd grade students that connected student learning 

about Fairy Tales.  

In digital citizenship, 4th grade students were learning about personal versus private information.  Personal information 

includes things like their favorite food, movie, music, etc. and is okay to share while online.  Alternately, private information is 

that which should not be shared online including their full name, address, date of birth, etc.   

Fifth grade students learned what “Click Bait” is while being online.  According to Common Sense Education, it is “an image 

or headline that tries to get you to click on it, usually for advertising purposes.”  Some clues as to whether it is click bait are: 

1. It seems impossible or unbelievable. 

2. It tries to shock you. 

3. It refers to celebrities or popular topics. 

More information on these digital citizenship lessons and many other topics can be found at www.commonsense.org.   

Although we have transitioned from a traditional library to a Learning Commons, students are still checking out books 

throughout the week and taking Accelerated Reader quizzes.  Each student in grades two through five has a reading level, 

based on their STAR Reading Test, and a goal they are to meet every quarter.  Did you know that reading just 20 minutes a 

day is all it takes to improve not only as a reader, but also in all academic areas?  A student who reads 20 minutes a day will 

have read 1.8 million words in the course of a year; whereas, a student who reads five minutes per day will have only read 

282,000 words in the year.  It all adds up! 

Mrs. Tiffaney Koontz – Tech Teacher 
719-579-4948 

Ms. Lisa Monroe – Librarian 
719-579-3768 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
http://www.commonsense.org/
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MUSIC NOTES 
Dear Friends of Music: 

I am happy to say that it was a refreshing 

time in between semesters and I hope that you 

found some time to enjoy having your children 

home during our break.  It’s good to be back and 

not going stir-crazy at home.  We have a few 

concerts coming up in the months of February 

through April.  Please keep an eye on those for 

your life calendars.  The next semester is usually 

a blur! 

On a side note, there is NO music testing 

for 4th Grade during the second semester as in 

years past.  We are however trying to build up our 

inventory of band instruments as we move 

towards the start of concert band in the next 

couplc of years.  Any and all donations in that 

vain will be greatly appreciated.  PLEASE PUT 

THE WORD OUT THAT WE NEED 

DONATIONS.  We also have a DonorsChoose 

available for you to donate $$ to the music room 

@: 

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/internation

al-sand-creek-

bandstand/4668869/?utm_source=dc&utm_me

dium=page&utm_campaign=project&utm_term

=teacher_4061706&rf=page-dc-2020-01-project-

teacher_4061706&challengeid=20875738 

Other than those two items, January is a 

very relaxed month for music and we’ll be 

gearing up for a concert/family night in 

February with 5th Grade on Feb. 13th from 5:00 – 

7:00 p.m.  I’d like to congratulate the 3rd graders 

on their second successful nighttime concert in 

December as well!!!  WAY TO GO KIDS!!!  

Thanks for your hard work and for singing 

your hearts out at the show last month. 

 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

719-579-4961 
 

 

SPORT REPORT 
Welcome back, and Happy New 

Year!  Our big activities in the gym this 
month will be throwing and catching 
games.  The first half of the year we 
focused mostly on knowledge of P.E. 
information, now we start testing on the 
performance of P.E. skills.  Many of the 
tests we do in class will be performance 
based instead of the paper and pencil 
tests we have been doing.  

With the winter weather upon us, 
please try to send running shoes with your 
children because it is difficult to run, stop, 
and turn, in boots.   

After school, intramural basketball is 
continuing and we will try a volleyball 
session shortly, be sure to sign up if you 
are 3rd grade or higher.  Remember if your 
children have signed up they should not 
show up before 7:15am.  I am setting up 
the gym and do not check the door until 
that time.  It is very cold to be standing 
outside for 10 minutes in the morning.  We 
don’t have a lot of room in the gym but 
remember family members are always 
welcome to come and cheer on the teams.  

Let me take this time to thank every 
parent and family member who has come 
to watch or even driven your children to an 
early morning game.  You have made this 
year a wonderful experience for your 
children. 

In March we will be doing our 
community fundraiser Kids Heart 
Challenge (formerly Jump Rope for Heart).  
We help raise money for the American 
Heart Association.  As well as learning 
about our heart and the signs of heart 
disease and stroke the 1st and 5th most 
common killers in America. 

Ask your children how many minutes 
a day they should be active?  They should 
all be able to tell you 60min every day! 

 

Coach Coyle 
719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/international-sand-creek-bandstand/4668869/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=page&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=teacher_4061706&rf=page-dc-2020-01-project-teacher_4061706&challengeid=20875738
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/international-sand-creek-bandstand/4668869/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=page&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=teacher_4061706&rf=page-dc-2020-01-project-teacher_4061706&challengeid=20875738
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/international-sand-creek-bandstand/4668869/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=page&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=teacher_4061706&rf=page-dc-2020-01-project-teacher_4061706&challengeid=20875738
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/international-sand-creek-bandstand/4668869/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=page&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=teacher_4061706&rf=page-dc-2020-01-project-teacher_4061706&challengeid=20875738
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/international-sand-creek-bandstand/4668869/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=page&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=teacher_4061706&rf=page-dc-2020-01-project-teacher_4061706&challengeid=20875738
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/international-sand-creek-bandstand/4668869/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=page&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=teacher_4061706&rf=page-dc-2020-01-project-teacher_4061706&challengeid=20875738
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
Happy New Year, 

Hoping all families has a wonderful Christmas and New Year. In Spanish we will begin the new year 

learning about weather, seasons and weather clothing (winter). IB lessons for January will include 

past versus present, states of matter, famous leaders, cause and effect, relationships and weather 

tools. Please ask your student if they can recall any weather words or seasons learned. 6th grade will 

continue to learn about holidays, daily routines and schedules. 

Feliz año nuevo, 

Espero que todas las familias hayan tenido una maravillosa Navidad y Año Nuevo. En español 

comenzaremos el año nuevo aprendiendo sobre el clima, las estaciones y la ropa climática (invierno). 

Las lecciones del IB para enero incluirán pasado y presente, estados de materia, líderes famosos, 

causa y efecto, relaciones y herramientas climáticas. Pregúntele a su estudiante si puede recordar 

palabras meteorológicas o estaciones aprendidas. Sexto grado continuará aprendiendo sobre días 

festivos, rutinas diarias y horarios. 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
Happy New Year! I am so excited to be back at school and so ready for all the incredible art 

students will make this semester! I am now implementing a new thing called a selfie station, if a 
student is proud of their work they will get a selfie stick (clothespin with a camera picture on it) 
and I will come over and take a picture and email it home for you to see! This way you can see 
artwork your student is proud of right away rather than having to wait for them to bring it home!  

Students will be using their creative minds right away as we are diving into unit #3. We are 
continuing our theme of sharing the planet and will be using lots of recycled materials in our 
projects, I can’t wait to see how they turn out! I have begun mentioning our art show more to many 
students, especially as I am collecting pieces from each student. Every student will have at least 
one piece of art in the show, so stay tuned as I start to figure out more concrete details regarding 
when it will take place.  

I am still in need of recycled materials such as soda cans! (I need around 90!) If you ever 
have anything you think could be useful for art class or wish to donate any art materials my door 
is always open for things to be dropped off. Our little artists and I would be so grateful! 

Emma Donart  
719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

CLDE NEWS 
We hope everyone had a relaxing break 
and are ready for the last semester of 
school! This month we will be taking the 
ACCESS Language Test. This exam tests 
the student’s skills in each language 
domain: listening, reading, speaking and 
writing. It is important the students are 
getting plenty of sleep and are ready to do 
their best when they get to school. They 
have grown so much since last year and 
we want their scores to show all their hard 
work. Keep encouraging students to do 
their best, it is amazing seeing what they 
are capable of. 

Mrs. Cat Schulz 
Miss Megan Bellairs 

Miss Mickey Witt 
 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

1) Instruction will be delivered in both whole 

group and small group settings to include a 

structure for all five components in of 

reading in small groups. 

  

2) Grade level math blocks will be structured 

to allow for whole group math instruction 

(Tier I) as well as small group targeted math 

instruction in the classroom (Tier II) and 

support schedules will allow for additional 

math interventions for students needing 

MTSS in Math (Tier II and Tier III) to 

allow for student mastery of both math 

computation and conceptual understanding. 

  

3) All staff will engage students in 

community building and restorative activities 

through morning meetings, circles and 

learning strategies for self-regulating and 

problem-solving. 

 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

Become a VIP VOLUNTEER at Harrison 

School District Two and give the gift of time 

and talent to the children in our 

community. 
 

There are many ways to volunteer. Whether 

it's helping in the classroom, tutoring a 

student, working in the school library or 

attending field trips, you make a difference 

in HSD2. To join our VIP (Very Involved 

Parents) volunteer program, please 

complete the volunteer application and 

submit all information requested. For 

questions or assistance with your 

application please visit the campus where 

you wish to volunteer, or email us 

at vip@hsd2.org. 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:vip@hsd2.org
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International Baccalaureate News 
Welcome back!  We hope everybody had a relaxing time with friends and family this holiday season.  

We are excited to have our students back in the building, rested and eager to learn!  We are looking ahead 

to a time of steadfast, focused learning in the months to come. 

As an IB community, we value a balanced approach to life and encourage our students to reflect in 

the leisure time choices they make each day.   After long days at school, students should spend evening and 

weekend time continuing to learn, doing work to help family and friends, engaging in physical activity, and 

being social.   

IB learners can “grow their brains” by reading engaging text each and every night, completing their 

required homework every day, and by sharing what they learn with their family members.   

Our students also benefit from work expectations outside of school.  According to VeryWell Family 

(September, 2019), “chores were the best predictor of which kids were more likely to become happy, 

healthy, independent adults.”  There are many online resources that can help parents identify age-

appropriate chores.  Work can also include taking action by volunteering in the community.   

Physical activity is very important for students.  After spending a long day of learning at school, 

kids need to get outside and play a sport, take a walk, or (if the weather is bad) have a dance party inside!   

Finally, finding time to be social with friends and family should be a part of every day.  Engage your 

children in conversation at the dinner table, allow them time to play with their siblings/neighbors.   

These four components will add balance to your child’s life outside of their time in school. 

Your opinions and ideas are valuable to us as we make decisions about your child’s education!  Please 

join us for our next IB parent meeting on January 15 at 8:15am.  Join us for some student presentations, 

a district accountability committee update, information about 5th grade Exhibition and an introduction to 

our UCCS teacher candidates.   

Marika Gillis 

Sabrina Weros 

April Pratt 

 

Are you interested in volunteering? Do you know 

someone who is willing to offer their time for our 

students? 

 

Come get more information on Wednesday January 29th 

at our VIP Volunteer Breakfast at 8:00 am. 

 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

30 31 1 2 3 

6 7 8 9 10 

13 14 15 
IB Parent Meeting 

@ 8:15 am 

16 

 

17 
Awards Assembly 

K-3 @ 2:00 

4-6 @ 2:45 
 

Report Cards go home 

20 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

 

NO SCHOOL 

21 22 23 
6th Grade 

Family Night 

5:00-6:30 

24 

27 28 
VIP Volunteer 

Breakfast @8 am 

See page 6 

29 
Favorite 

Sweatshirt/Sweater 

$1 Spirit Day 
 

 

30 31 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

