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Sand Creek International School 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Hello Families, 

              As we are deep into the 2nd semester of the year now, lots is happening at Sand Creek 

International! 

 This is the 3rd year that we have a partnership with the University of Colorado at 

Colorado Springs (UCCS) and have teacher candidates placed at Sand Creek. These teacher 

candidates have been at our school all year, but now in second semester they are here full time 

and they take over some of the teaching responsibilities as they complete their student teaching 

requirements. So if your child is talking about how they have two teachers, or a new teacher, it 

is likely a teacher candidate that is teaching their class. This year we have Miss Hylton in 

Kindergarten, Miss Bacon in 1st Grade, Miss Cruz in 1st grade and CLDE, Miss Perry in 2nd grade, 

and Miss Lancaster in 3rd grade joining us from UCCS. We are excited to see these ladies in 

action as they complete their final requirements to graduate and become a new teacher! 

                When you are at Sand Creek speaking with your child’s teacher or other educators, 

you might hear us reference MTSS. This stands for Multi-Tiered Systems of Support, which is a 

state system that schools implement to help provide layers of supports to all students. These 

supports address both behavior and academics, working to support students to perform at grade 

level. We have created a new MTSS brochure to help explain this process to families. You can 

find this brochure in the front office if you are interested in learning more! 

 This semester we are hosting a new event, a Winter Carnival! This will take place on 

Friday, Feb, 21st from 4-6pm. This will replace the Family Dance we have offered for the past 

several years. The carnival will take place in both gyms, as well as other areas of the school. Part 

of the event will be a fundraiser, families can buy tickets to play a variety of carnival events. 

Look for more information about this new evenT in the coming weeks! 

     As always, if you have any questions or need help with anything, feel free to stop by the 

front office or call 579-3760 and someone will help you! 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce


  Volume 24, Issue 5                      Visit our website   www.hsd2.org/sce                                    February 2020, Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Counseling Department 
 

Is There Such a Thing as Video Game Addiction? 
Video game addiction is a real mental health condition affecting millions of people around the 

world. The World Health Organization recognizes it as “Gaming Disorder” in their International 
Classification of Diseases. The difference between a healthy fun gaming hobby and an addiction is the 
negative impact the activity is having in your life. 

Video games are designed to be addictive using state-of-the-art behavioral psychology to keep 
you hooked. Games are immersive experiences that provide people with a high amount of dopamine, 
and overexposure to this level of stimulation can cause structural changes to your brain. Kids 
especially, begin to live in a world where they expect instant gratification.  

Recently, this counselor has worked with kids who are unable or unwilling to focus in class or 
act out because either class is too “boring” or they feel they did not get enough time at the house to 
play their video game. Apparently, schoolwork is not providing enough instant gratification or 
stimulation necessary to compete with their video game of choice. For guidelines on healthy video 
gaming that allows students to balance life in cyber world with real life, visit: 
Healthy Gaming Guide | Safe Gaming | Xbox LIVE 
 

Mr. Brian McRoberts                    Miss Nicki Keen 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

TECH TIDBITS 
Help Kids Balance Their Media Lives 

 

From phones and tablets to streaming movies and YouTube, tech and media are everywhere. Kids love 
easy access to shows, games, and information. Parents and caregivers love that kids can learn on the go (and 
stay busy when dinner's cooking). But it's easy to overdo it when the phone never stops pinging and the next 
episode plays automatically. Families can keep media and tech use in check by following a few simple practices. 
Check out these 5 tips 
Create screen-free times and zones. 
Help kids take breaks from tech by limiting screen time in bedrooms, during study time, or at the dinner table. 
Try parental controls. 
Set content limits that make sense for your family. Alongside conversations about healthy media habits, use 
features such as content filtering, privacy settings, and time limits offered by the apps and platforms your family 
uses to help manage access and exposure to media. 
Establish clear family rules. 
Decide together what kind of media and tech is OK -- and when it's OK to use it. A family media plan can help get 
everyone on the same page. 
Watch and play together. 
Choose quality, age-appropriate media to enjoy with your kids. Visit commonsensemedia.org to find shows, 
games, and more. 
Help kids identify healthy behaviors. 
Practice talking about feelings -- both physical and emotional -- during screen and non-screen activities. 
Article Courtesy of:  https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-media-balance-and-well-being  

 
Mrs. Tiffaney Koontz 

719-579-4948 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
https://gamequitters.com/video-games-designed-to-be-addictive/
https://gamequitters.com/instant-gratification/
https://www.xbox.com/en-us/live/healthygamingguide
https://www.xbox.com/en-us/live/healthygamingguide
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-media-balance-and-well-being
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MUSIC NOTES 
Dear Lovers of Music: 

I hope that you’ve enjoyed our light and 

easy weather so far this winter!  It’s been 

pretty smooth sailing across most of the 

state and I hope everyone has safe 

travels to finish off the season of snow. 

 

The major item that is coming up is the 

5th Grade Concert/Family Night (see 

date and time below) Students are 

allowed to dress nicely for these events 

during the actual school day.  Boys 

may wear a shirt and tie with solid color 

dress shoes and girls may wear a dress 

with nice shoes as well.  If students have 

to wear sneakers, then they should be as 

solid colored as possible. 

 

In other exciting news, we sent FIVE 

students to Colorado Elementary School 
All-State at the Broadmoor on January 

26th.  I will be interviewing the students 

on their experience in the following 

newsletter, so stay tuned!  

CONGRATULATIONS to Hailey 

Richmond, ZaMya Wooten, Aniyah 

Smith, Galilee Hernandez, and Lyfe 

Wilson on your tremendous 

accomplishment!  I hope that it was a 

day to remember for years to come! 
 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

719-579-4961 
 

 

SPORT REPORT 
Welcome to February!  Our big 

activities in the gym this month will be 
volleyball and striking.  We will be hitting 
balls with our hands, paddles, and rackets.  
All the time we will learn about our muscles 
and health.  With the winter weather upon 
us, please try to send running shoes with 
your children because it is difficult to run, 
stop, and turn, in boots.   

Basketball is about to finish, and 
volleyball signups should be back into me by 
Friday Feb 7th. There are 3 ways to sign up 
to play volleyball for all 3rd, 4th, 5th , and 6th 
grade students. 

 1. Fill out the paper and return it to 
me by Friday. 

 2. Send an email to kcoyle@hsd2.org 
with your child’s name and teachers name 
stating that you would like to play volleyball. 

3. Scan this code with a free QR 
reader, fill out the form and hit submit. 

  
 Let me take this time to thank every 

parent and family member who has come to 
watch or even driven your children to an 
early morning game.  You have made this 
year a wonderful experience for your 
children. 

At the end of the month be looking for 

Kids Heart Challenge envelopes to come 

home.  This is our chance to give back to the 

community by helping prevent heart disease 

and stroke.  This year every student that 

raises $50.00 online will be able to slime me 

or another staff member with a cup of slime. 

I can’t wait! 

Coach Coyle 
719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:kcoyle@hsd2.org
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
 
Dear Sand Creek International Families, 
This month in Spanish class we will be continuing to learn more about the alphabet, weather words 
and having small conversations kindergarten through 5thgrade. IB lessons include motion, fables, 
culture, and weather tools. In 6th grade students will start learning about the body and feeling words. 
Ask your students what they can recall from Spanish class for the week and also please review numbers 
all students took home a number worksheet this can be used as practice at home.  
 
Estimadas familias de Sand Creek International, 
 
Este mes en la clase de español continuaremos aprendiendo más sobre el alfabeto, las palabras 
meteorológicas y teniendo pequeñas conversaciones desde kínder a quinto grado. Las lecciones del 
IB incluyen herramientas de movimiento, fábulas, cultura y clima. En sexto grado, los estudiantes 
comenzarán a aprender sobre el cuerpo y vocabulario sobre sentimientos. Pregúnteles a sus alumnos 
qué pueden recordar de la clase de español de la semana y también repase los números que todos 
los alumnos se llevaron a casa, una hoja de trabajo de números que puede usar como práctica en 
casa. 

 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio… 
Students are currently halfway through unit #3, and we haven’t let any snow days slow us down! We are 

continuing our theme of sharing the planet and will be using lots of recycled materials in our projects, I can’t 
wait to see how they turn out! I have begun mentioning our art show more to many students, especially as I am 
collecting pieces from each student. Every student will have at least one piece of art in the show! In 
kindergarten we are learning about patterns and repetition and creating our own patterns by print making! In 
first grade we are learning how to tell stories through art, and students have written their own stories and 
illustrated them. Second grade is learning about symbols and logos, they have just created their own symbols 
and are about to learn about the importance of logos! Third grade is learning about culture and community in 
art and we are diving into the history of weaving and assembling our own circle looms. Fourth grade learned 
about the color wheel and we are now learning about cubism. Fifth grade dove into art history and we looked at 
portraiture through time, they are currently creating contemporary portraits of a person of their choice.  

I am now implementing a new thing called a selfie station, if a student is proud of their work they will get 
a selfie stick (clothespin with a camera picture on it) and I will come over and take a picture and email it home 
for you to see! This way you can see artwork your student is proud of right away rather than having to wait for 
them to bring it home! 

If you ever have anything you think could be useful for art class or wish to donate any art materials my 
door is always open for things to be dropped off. Our little artists and I would be so grateful! Thank you! 
 

Emma Donart  
719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

CLDE NEWS 
Last month students took the ACCESS 
language test.  This exam tests the 
student’s skills in each language 
domain: listening, reading, speaking 
and writing. ACCESS is the state test 
that measures student’s language 
proficiency in English. Scores will be 
sent to parents by the end of the 
year when we receive them from the 
state. They have grown so much 
since last year and we want their 
scores to show all their hard work. 
Keep encouraging students 
to continue reading and speaking at 
home!  

 
 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

1) Instruction will be delivered in both whole 

group and small group settings to include a 

structure for all five components in of 

reading in small groups. 

  

2) Grade level math blocks will be structured 

to allow for whole group math instruction 

(Tier I) as well as small group targeted math 

instruction in the classroom (Tier II) and 

support schedules will allow for additional 

math interventions for students needing 

MTSS in Math (Tier II and Tier III) to 

allow for student mastery of both math 

computation and conceptual understanding. 

  

3) All staff will engage students in 

community building and restorative activities 

through morning meetings, circles and 

learning strategies for self-regulating and 

problem-solving. 

 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

Become a VIP VOLUNTEER at Harrison 

School District Two and give the gift of time 

and talent to the children in our 

community. 
 

There are many ways to volunteer. Whether 

it's helping in the classroom, tutoring a 

student, working in the school library or 

attending field trips, you make a difference 

in HSD2. To join our VIP (Very Involved 

Parents) volunteer program, please 

complete the volunteer application and 

submit all information requested. For 

questions or assistance with your 

application please visit the campus where 

you wish to volunteer, or email us 

at vip@hsd2.org. 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:vip@hsd2.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

3 4 

 

 
2nd Grade to 

Pioneer Museum 

9:30-1:30 

SNOW DAY 

5 6 

 

 
2nd Grade to 

Pioneer Museum 

9:30-1:30 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress Reports go home 

10 11 12 13 
5th Grade Family 

Night & Concert 

5-6:30 

14 

17 

 

PRESIDENTS 

DAY 

 

NO SCHOOL 

18 19 20 

 

21 
Winter Carnival 

4-6 

24 25 26 
$1 Favorite 

Celebrity Spirit Day 

27 28 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES BEGIN 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

