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Sand Creek International Elementary 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 8:10 am – 2:05 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:10 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Dear Families, 

 Last semester you heard details about Sand Creek becoming a K-8 school after the November 

bond passed. Now, we have details for you about the architecture and construction plan: 

Building Design: 

In late January the architectural designs for the $10 million addition to Sand Creek were 

completed. The building will include six regular classrooms for our 6th, 7th and 8th graders. There will 

also be additional classroom space for electives including a Technology Teacher and new Computer 

Lab. Additionally, we were able to build a full-size gym with retractable bleachers, scoreboards, and 

the setup for basketball and volleyball. This part of the building will also include locker rooms.  

There will be a new cafeteria built for the Middle School students, and they will also have the option 

to eat outside and in a open commons areas as well. While meals next year for 6th grade will be very 

similar, once we have all middle school grades we will begin to offer more food choices for our older 

students.  

We will be installing lockers for our Middle School students, which is something we know they 

are very excited about! We will maintain our school uniforms, just as every other middle school in the 

district and area also have uniforms.  

The architects are also working with us to transform our current library into a Learning 

Commons for all K-8 students. We will be adding new learning zones, furniture and technology to make 

it a true 21st Century Learning environment for our students. 

 

Construction: 

In order to get this all built and ready for students in August, construction will begin soon. 

You will probably notice that there has already been some preliminary work starting on our back field 

and grounds. By early February we will should into full construction mode! The construction crew will 

be setting up a safe zone around the new building site so that for the rest of the year we can still 

keep students outside for recess, sometimes PE, and other purposes. We have changed the way 

students enter the building after recess to avoid the construction zone and keep them safe.  

We will be hosting a Groundbreaking Ceremony on Tuesday, February 5th at 1:30pm, and we 

are inviting all 5th grade families to join us to celebrate this exciting change for our school and 

community! 

 

If you ever have any questions about the construction or changes occurring at Sand Creek 

International, please call the main office at 579-3760 or stop by and we will be happy to help you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Social Counseling Department 
The Importance of Social Experiences 

As a young boy growing up in a neighborhood with virtually no kids my age, a mother who lived up the street 

saw my pre-kinder self-playing in my parent’s front yard and quickly stopped to meet my mom and drop off her 5 

year old daughter so we could play together. It was awkward for a while, but we became good friends over time. 

Both our parents understood the importance of learning social skills by having social experiences. We all know 

that kids need to be exposed to many social experiences to develop the necessary social skills for navigating life. 

Strangely enough, it appears that the technological age is in fact limiting genuine social interactions among 

younger students. How is this possible when so many kids have access to the internet and own cell phones, you 

might ask? Researchers offer two explanations that might surprise parents. First, although kids can call each other 

or communicate by way of video games with one another, this type of communication is not done face to face and 

allows youngsters the possibility of saying things to each other that normally would not be said in real time, 

personal shared conversations. The limited anonymity of cell phone and video game conversations decreases the 

real experience of social interactions. Also, and perhaps more obvious, is that playing a lot of solitary video 

games also decreases opportunities for developmentally necessary social experiences. This translates into a 

diminished sense of how to get along with other people at a rate that sometimes seems to defy common sense 

principles of positive social harmony. Humans learn to be more socially appropriate by having more practice in 

situations that require real social interaction. Without that, life can sometimes begin to resemble a virtual reality 

instead of actual reality. Thanks. 

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts                  Miss Nicole Keen 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

ANNUAL VALENTINES FAMILY DANCE 
Friday, February 15th 2019 

5:30-7:00 
 
Families are all invited to the Annual Valentines Family Dance. All 
students MUST be accompanied by an adult. Admission into the 
dance is a canned food item per person.  
 
Support Sand Creek International Elementary classrooms by 
purchasing roses for $2 in front of the school or you can place 
an order with your child’s teacher. 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MUSIC NOTES 
Dear Lovers of Music: 

I hope that you’ve enjoyed our light and easy 

weather so far this winter!  It’s been pretty 

smooth sailing across most of the state and I 

hope everyone has safe travels to finish off the 

season of snow. 

 

The major item that is coming up is the 5th 

Grade Concert/Family Night (see date and 

time below) Students are allowed to dress 

nicely for these events during the actual 

school day.  Boys may wear a shirt and tie 

with solid color dress shoes and girls may 

wear a dress with nice shoes as well.  If 

students have to wear sneakers, then they 

should be as solid colored as possible. 

 

In other exciting news, we sent FIVE students 

to Colorado Elementary School All-State at 

the Broadmoor on January 26th.  I will be 

interviewing the students on their experience 

in the following newsletter, so stay tuned!  

CONGRATULATIONS to Hailey Richmond, 

ZaMya Wooten, Aniyah Smith, Galilee 

Hernandez, and Lyfe Wilson on your 

tremendous accomplishment!  I hope that it 

was a day to remember for years to come! 

 

Save the date for the following grade level 

concerts: 

5th Grade February 20th, 2019 

1st Grade March 20th, 2019 

2nd Grade April 24th, 2019 

Kinder May 3rd, 2019 

 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

Music Teacher 

719-579-4961 
 

SPORT REPORT 
Welcome to February!  Our big 

activities in the gym this month will 
be volleyball and striking.  We will 
be hitting balls with our hands, 
paddles, and rackets.  All the time 
we will learn about our muscles, 
and health.  With the winter 
weather upon us, please try to send 
running shoes with your children 
because it is difficult to run, stop, 
and turn, in boots.   

Basketball is finished and 
volleyball signups are complete. 
Your student should have brought 
home the schedule of the games. 
Keep this for your records. All 
games are played in the morning 
before school starts 7:30-8:00 am. 

 Let me take this time to thank 
every parent and family-member 
who has come to watch or even 
driven your children to an early 
morning game.  You have made this 
year a wonderful experience for 
your children. 

At the end of the month be 
looking for Jump rope for Heart 
Envelopes to come home.  This is 
our chance to give back to the 
community by helping prevent 
heart disease and stroke.  Last 
year we raised over $3000.00 for 
the American Heart Association, 
This year we will see if we can raise 
$4000. 

 
Coach Coyle 

719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
The students are all starting new units. Ask your student what new words they are using in Spanish class. The Kinder 

and 1st graders are starting to talk about days of the week. Soon we are going to talk about the calendar and the 

months of the year. The 2nd and 3rd graders are going to start talking about clothing and discussing the cause and 

effect of weather on our choice of clothes. The 4th and 5th graders are talking about weather. I am hearing more and 

more Spanish being used outside the classroom. This is great practice for the students and amazing to hear on the 

playground and in the halls.  

 

Los estudiantes están empezando unidades nuevos. Le pregunta a su estudiante las palabras que usted usa en la 

clase de español. Primer grado y Kinder discuten los dias de la semana. En pronto hablemos sobre el calendario y los 

meses del año. Segundo y tercer grado discuten la ropa y el causo y efecto del tiempo en la ropa que llevamos. 

Cuarto y quinto grado discuten el tiempo. Escucho más y mas español afuera de la sala de español. Este es buena 

practica para los estudiantes y genial a le escucho durante receso y en las pasillos 
 

Saludos, 

Mickee Witt  

719-579-3765 
 

ARTicles from the STAR Studio…Valentine’s Card Craft 
Kindness is the foundational bonds that hold us together, helps improve our community and encourage 
happy hearts. Kindness is worth celebrating and sharing! The following craft is not only fun to create but 
will express your gratitude to friends and family. As an artist, you will be designing both positive and 
negative space within this project. Positive space is the object and the negative space is the area around 
the object. 
What you will need: A heavy cardstock paper or Bristol board paper, paint (any kind) however tempura 
cleans easily, a small tipped brush, painter’s tape, and a writing tool. 
Step 1: Cut the paper down to the size of card you wish and fold in half. 
Step 2: On the cover of the card, use the tape to tape large letters LOVE or another word that is short in 
capital letters. Rub the tape down thoroughly to insure that paint will not seep under. The letters are your 
positive space!  
*An easy trick to help you space out the letters is to use a ruler and measure your paper, then you can 
lightly draw with a pencil a line half way through the height and width to give yourself four quadrants to 
give each letter a box. 
Step 3: With your paint, choose four different colors and start putting small dots all over the surface. Try 
to space the colors apart from one another. Fill the negative space around the letters with the colored 
dots. The colors may mix on the surface which can add a different affect. You as the artist may like this 
look or not, it is a preference that is up to you. If you do not want the colors to mix, allow drying time in-
between the colors.   
Step 4: Once dried, carefully peel off the tape and add a note inside to accompany your hand crafted card.  
 

Happy fall to all of you, 
Sarah Reitinger  

719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

CLDE NEWS 

We want to send a HUGE Shout-out to 
our Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
learners at Sand Creek! All of the 
English language learners have just 
finished taking their four language tests 
in Listening, Speaking, Reading, and 
Writing!  We know that the students 
worked really hard on their tests and 
will show lots of growth since they took 
it last year in January.  Actual scores 
will be received later in the spring and 
we will send those scores home with a 
report on what their scores mean and 
how that will impact their support for 
next year.  Be on the lookout for these 
reports in May! 

 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

#1: Engage all students K-5 in 

transdisciplinary instructional units as well as 

focus on inquiry learning and addressing 

affective needs of our students (character 

education and health and wellness education). 

#2: Our greatness change in teachers and 

teams have been at 3rd-5th grade levels over 

the past six years. Every single one of our 

current 3rd-5th grade teachers are new to the 

school and or grade level from six years ago. 

Future stability in these teaching teams and 

greater knowledge of Colorado Academic 

Standards should result in greater 

achievement for our students. 

#3: While we have made great strides in 

academic achievement over the past three 

years, we are still striving to consistently 

score at or above state averages on all PARCC 

and CMAS assessments. 
 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

Become a VIP VOLUNTEER at Harrison 

School District Two and give the gift of time 

and talent to the children in our 

community. 
 

There are many ways to volunteer. Whether 

it's helping in the classroom, tutoring a 

student, working in the school library or 

attending field trips, you make a difference 

in HSD2. To join our VIP (Very Involved 

Parents) volunteer program, please 

complete the volunteer application and 

submit all information requested. For 

questions or assistance with your 

application please visit the campus where 

you wish to volunteer, or email us 

at vip@hsd2.org. 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:vip@hsd2.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

    1 

4 5 6 7 8 
 

 

 

 

PROGRESS 

REPORTS GO HOME 

11 12 
2nd Grade Field 
Trip 9:30-1:30 
(Diaz/Keating) 

13 
IB Parent Meeting 

@ 8:15  
 

2nd Grade Field 
Trip 9:30-1:30 

(Keshmiri/Karpilo) 

14 15 

 
 

Family Dance 
5:30-7:00 

18 

NO SCHOOL 

PRESIDENTS 

DAY 

19 20 

 
 
5th Grade Family 
Night 5:00-6:30 

21 22 

25 26 27 28  

http://www.hsd2.org/sce


  Volume 23, Issue 6                          Visit our website   www.hsd2.org/sce                             February 2019, Page 7 

 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

