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Sand Creek International School 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 9:30 am – 3:35 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:00 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Hello Families and Sand Creek Community, 

          I wanted to take this opportunity to share some personal news. As Principal at Sand 

Creek International for the last 9 years, I have had the pleasure of watching your children 

learn and grow. Even our oldest students, the current 7th graders, I can remember as 

Kindergarteners and the way they were when they first entered our school. Sand Creek is 

an amazing place, with incredible students and families that I have greatly enjoyed being a 

part of for so long. 

          So, it is bittersweet to let you know that I have been offered a new position in 

Harrison School District Two. Starting in January, I will be the new Assistant 

Superintendent of Teaching and Learning. This role allows me to work with all 20 schools in 

Harrison School District and impact the lives of more students and families. It is a new 

challenge that I am excited about as I have been a part of Harrison School District for 16 

years and I look forward to being a part of this community for many more years to come. 

But with that comes saying goodbye to my home here at Sand Creek. This has been more 

than a job, it has truly been my family and life for many years, and I will dearly miss coming 

to this school each morning eager to see your children and the amazing work our teachers 

are doing to benefit your kids.  

         With this news, you are probably wondering what that means for Sand Creek. I know 

that the school is in good hands with the leadership of Mr. Ryder and Ms. Hollon, current 

Assistant Principals. Mr. Ryder will serve as Interim Principal for the rest of the 2020-21 

school year and Ms. Hollon will continue to serve as Assistant Principal. So if you need 

anything at anytime, feel free to call the main office at 579-3760 to ask to speak to one of 

them, or you can email them at cryder@Hsd2.org or thollon@hsd2.org. Sand Creek has an 

amazing team of leaders and teachers that will continue to do their best for your children 

each and every day.  

         Thank you for your partnership over the years, I will miss working with you all. 

 

         -Rachel Laufer 

          Principal, Sand Creek International 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:cryder@Hsd2.org
mailto:thollon@hsd2.org
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Social Counseling Department 
As we move to remote learning for the next several weeks, a few things to keep in mind for 

parents and students: 

• You can always reach Mrs.  Maldonado, our social worker (kmaldonado@hsd2.org) or Mr. 

McRoberts, the counselor,  at (bmcroberts@hsd2.org) . 

• Your students can also contact us through TEAMS 

• Please check our school Facebook profile for community assistance or school information 

• We will continue to meet with our students online at the same times we meet with them in-

person at school 

• We will also be checking our phone messages during this time 

• Continue to keep your students accountable for their effort and grades during E-Learning 

by discussing schoolwork, assignments, “What did you learn today?” questions  and 

helping set up their work stations for an enjoyable and successful experience while 

attending classes 

If you have questions or concerns leading up to remote learning that might be best addressed by 

your Social Emotional Counseling Department. 

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts             Ms. Kayla Maldonado 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

TECH TIDBITS 
Throughout my time working in classrooms with our students at all grade levels, I can see that the 

computers are, for the most part, in need of a cleaning.  Here are a few tips to clean the device safely: 

1. First, you must power down the device, not just put it to sleep or hibernate.   

2. Use a microfiber cloth with a dab of water to clean the screen without scratching it.  Use the 

slightly damp part of the cloth, clean the screen and then dry with that cloth.  DO NOT USE 

MORE THAN A DAB.   

3. For the keyboard/touchpad, use a dab of isopropyl alcohol and rub the keyboard in a circular 

motion to clean it.  Again, not more than a dab as you do not want it to get under the keyboard.  

If you have debris that you can see, get it off the computer so that it does not fall under the keys.   

As a reminder, students should not eat or drink while using these devices as it will damage them.  

Thanks for your help!  

I hope this helps. 

Mrs. Tiffaney Koontz 
719-579-4948 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:kmaldonado@hsd2.org
mailto:bmcroberts@hsd2.org
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November is Epilepsy Awareness Month, and 

November 18th is known as Epilepsy Awareness day. 
 
Nurse Tina at Sand Creek International, made MaKenlee an epilepsy 

awareness pin on one of the many hard days MaKenlee has had with 

her Epilepsy. While MaKenlee was recovering, she even let MaKenlee 

pick out the design for the pin, in honor of Epilepsy Awareness 

Month. 

Nurse Tina is constantly caring and looking out for MaKenlee. When I 

call to say the neighbors kept her up all night, and caused sleep 

deprivation (which causes break through seizures for MaKenlee) she 

radios all teachers to take extra precautions and have eyes on 

MaKenlee in case of a breakthrough seizure. They have all acted 

promptly and successfully the many times this has unfortunately 

occurred at school. When they have fire drills, MaKenlee is Nurse 

Tinas helper, and helps her get her stuff ready in order to avoid the 

flashing lights (which can trigger seizures). Nurse Tina checks in 

often after MaKenlee is sent to the hospital with a seizure and is 

always so calm during a severe seizure at school. She as well as Mrs. 

Shupe are MaKenlees safe place, and has shown MaKenlee how brave 

and courageous that MaKenlee is by advocating for her to do the 

pledge of allegiance for the school, as well as, Mrs. Shupe works with 

MaKenlees emotions and learning disabilities so well, to the point she 

is overcoming obstacles that we were told she couldn't. Mrs. Shupe 

(as well as many other staff members) are also educated on epilepsy 

and knows protocol on how to respond when MaKenlee is having a 

seizure. Mrs. Shupe’s caring heart has truly helped MaKenlee grow 

educationally, emotionally, and personally. 

 

Seizure training in the school not only provides education on how to 

help our epilepsy warriors, but it also provides an understanding that 

can help grow a bond, compassion, and empathy for someone going 

through epilepsy. 

Sand Creek International has a handle on Seizure Training and 

awareness! We are so grateful and cannot believe how well they help 

our child of "different abilities". 

Information: 

If your school needs training, here is the link below! Let’s give our 

warriors the best care that they deserve! Anyone can inquire on 

getting certified and teach the school as well. Just ask your local 

foundation/chapter! 

https://www.epilepsy.com/living-epilepsy/our-training-and-

education/seizure-training-school-personnel 
 

SPORT REPORT 
Welcome to December! Our desire at Sand 

Creek is that despite this change in normal that you 
enjoy the holidays with your family and stay safe 
and healthy. We are planning to be back up and 
running in January and be able to include some 
team sports upon our return! Only time will tell. 

During our 3 weeks of E-learning you are 
more than welcome to click on the P.E. CANVAS 
page and either do a lesson or click on the activity 
button and choose an activity. You can also share 
what you did by including it in the discussion on the 
next page in CANVAS. 

Remember to get outside and away from the 
screen to do something fun every day. I like to go on 
walks with my family; some days I will go for a run 
or shoot some hoops. Sitting in front of my 
computer all day drains my energy and is not good 
for my (or your) health. 

Coach Coyle 
 

Throughout the 2nd quarter at the 

elementary school, 3rd grade has been focusing on 

how their bodies react to physical activity. Students 

have done a great job on learning what happens to 

their heart while they participate in easy, moderate, 

and vigorous activities. They also have been 

learning about their pulse, where to find it, and why 

their bodies produce sweat. 5th grade has been 

focusing on health related fitness concepts. 

Students completed a cardiovascular endurance 

test at the beginning of the quarter then set a short- 

and long-term goal for what new scores they 

wanted to achieve. Students wrote down specific 

examples of activities they would do outside of PE 

class to achieve their goals. I am excited for them to 

take their tests when we return to school to see all 

the progress they have made!! 

At the middle school, students have focused 

on different types of violence that can affect 

themselves, their classmates, and their school. We 

placed a heavy emphasis on the types of bullying 

students can face while in school and how we can 

all help prevent it.  We have also been learning 

about personal fitness. Students have taken a 

variety of fitness tests and made an action plan on 

how they can improve some of their scores. We will 

finish the quarter learning about the effect’s 

tobacco, alcohol, and drugs have on people and 

healthier alternatives to those substances.  

Coach Frenzel 

  

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epilepsy.com%2Fliving-epilepsy%2Four-training-and-education%2Fseizure-training-school-personnel&data=04%7C01%7Cjrobson%40hsd2.org%7C03cf683c12314d43259d08d88808eef5%7C5485c62b55af4fce807eff1a7e126fcc%7C0%7C0%7C637408919251064132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xyEt8Ed9VDVu%2FVLirOXmhmx2geraEPsuhIMrnXky8PY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epilepsy.com%2Fliving-epilepsy%2Four-training-and-education%2Fseizure-training-school-personnel&data=04%7C01%7Cjrobson%40hsd2.org%7C03cf683c12314d43259d08d88808eef5%7C5485c62b55af4fce807eff1a7e126fcc%7C0%7C0%7C637408919251064132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xyEt8Ed9VDVu%2FVLirOXmhmx2geraEPsuhIMrnXky8PY%3D&reserved=0
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ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
Happy Holidays,  
In Spanish for the month of December Kindergarten through 5th grade will be learning about weather, winter clothing and IB content lessons.  

Please ask your student if they can recall any of the content listed above. 6th grade will begin working on Unit 3 – the body and 7th grade will also 
start Unit 3 which is all about sports.  I hope everyone has a great holiday and can spend quality time with family and friends as well as staying 

healthy and safe.  

 
Felices fiestas, 

En español durante el mes de diciembre, Kindergarten a 5to grado aprenderá sobre el clima, ropa de invierno y lecciones de contenido IB. 
Pregúntele a su estudiante si puede recordar alguno de los contenidos mencionados anteriormente. El 6º grado comenzará a trabajar en la 

Unidad 3: el cuerpo y el 7º grado también comenzará la Unidad 3, que se trata de los deportes. Espero que todos tengan felices fiestas y puedan 

pasar tiempo de calidad con familiares y amigos, además de mantenerse sanos y seguros. 
 

Saludos, 

Erica Cardona  

719-579-3765 
 

International Baccalaureate 
In 1665 a plague broke out in England.  At that time, a (not yet famous) scientist Isaac Newton was studying at a school called 
Cambridge.  To keep them safe, Newton and all his classmates were sent home to quarantine.  Isaac Newton could not go to school to 
learn anymore.  But, that did not mean that Newton stopped learning.  In fact, the time when Newton was quarantined is considered 
to be the most productive time of his life and is now referred to as his miraculous year.    While in quarantine, Isaac Newton thought 
up a new kind of mathematics called calculus.  He discovered that white light is made up of all the different colors put together.  
Newton began the work that would lead to the laws of motion and to the theory of gravity.  All during this miraculous year! 
Here at Sand Creek International, we are in our very own miraculous year!   Just like Isaac Newton, our students are entering a 
period of learning from home.  You might be busy creating a learning space in your home.  You might be working out a regular 
schedule to establish a new routine.  Or maybe you are seeking support from a family member or friend to guide your student with 
the learning from home.   And, even when your children are attending school in person, school this year looks very different.  
Students are wearing masks, socially distancing, and walking through one-way hallways.  There will not be group work, they won’t 
share pencils, and, sadly, students will not be able to hug their teachers for the time being.    

But… 
…if we remain open-minded to new ideas about how school can look 
…if we are principled about using the time and space we have for learning  
…if we are thinkers about new avenues and outlets to learn 
…if we communicate openly, honestly, and often with one another 
…if we are courageous during this difficult time 
…if we inquire about the things we are interested in 
…if we maintain balance to stay healthy  
…if we reflect regularly on how things are going and how we can do better 
…and most of all, if we are caring towards one another…. 
we know that we are becoming knowledgeable about new and creative ways to do school! 
 

Marika Gillis & Sabrina Weros, PYP Coordinators 
April Pratt, MYP Coordinator 

 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

CLDE NEWS 
When we get back from break, we 
will be starting our annual language 
test, ACCESS.  This exam tests the 
student’s skills in each language 
domain: listening, reading, speaking 
and writing. It is important the 
students are getting plenty of sleep 
and are ready to do their best when 
they get to school. They have grown 
so much since last year and we want 
their scores to show all their hard 
work. Keep encouraging students 
to continue reading and speaking at 
home so they are ready to do their 
best!  

 

UIP Major Improvement Strategies 

1) Instruction will be delivered in both whole 

group and small group settings to include a 

structure for all five components in of 

reading in small groups. 

  

2) Grade level math blocks will be structured 

to allow for whole group math instruction 

(Tier I) as well as small group targeted math 

instruction in the classroom (Tier II) and 

support schedules will allow for additional 

math interventions for students needing 

MTSS in Math (Tier II and Tier III) to 

allow for student mastery of both math 

computation and conceptual understanding. 

  

3) All staff will engage students in 

community building and restorative activities 

through morning meetings, circles and 

learning strategies for self-regulating and 

problem-solving. 

 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

30 1 2 3 4 

7 8 9 10 11 

14 

 

15 16 
 

 

School Choice 

Virtual Town 

Hall @ 5pm 

17 18 
 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

21 22 23 24 25 

28 29 30 31 1 

 

NO SCHOOL- WINTER BREAK – NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK – 

NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK – NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK – 

NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK – NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK – 

NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK – NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK - 

NO SCHOOL- WINTER BREAK – NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK – 

NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK – NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK –  
 

Classes will resume in person on Thursday, January 7th! 

NO LATE START ON MONDAYS!!!   Remote Learning 8:35-3:35 Monday-Friday 

NO LATE START ON MONDAYS!!!   Remote Learning 8:35-3:35 Monday-Friday 

NO LATE START ON MONDAYS!!!   Remote Learning 8:35-3:35 Monday-Thursday 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

