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Sand Creek International Elementary 

550 Sand Creek Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

(719) 579-3760 

www.hsd2.org/sce 

School Hours 

Monday: 8:10 am – 2:05 pm 

Tues-Fri:   8:10 am – 3:35 pm 

 

 

 

 
 
   
   

24 Hour Attendance Line 

Parents/Guardians please remember to call 

in for your child if he/she is going to be 

absent.  Our phone has a 24-hour answering 

machine.    (719) 579-3760 

ATTENDANCE REMINDER: 
Each time a student arrives late or leaves early 

it counts as a TARDY.  Keep this in mind when 

scheduling appointments and events. 

Dear Families, 

 It is very exciting to write this newsletter article after the passing of the Harrison 

School District Bond, ballot measure 4E in the November election. This bond will provide 

$180 Million for capital improvement projects and repairs at all schools in Harrison School 

District. While this means new boiler, flooring, and roofs for some, for Sand Creek 

International that means we are now officially becoming a K-8 school! 

              Currently we are meeting with the architects and contractor to create the design 

and timeline for this project. Once that is complete, we will have many more details to share 

with our school community, and we plan to hang the blue prints in the main hallway of our 

school. 

              The plan is that we will likely end our school year a little early in May so that 

construction will begin. The project will take all summer, so we will not host summer school 

in our building. We will then open in the Fall of 2019 with the new estimated $10 million-

dollar extension on our building! We will add one grade level each year: 

• 2019-2020 We will add 6th grade 

• 2020-2021 We will add 7th grade 

• 2021-2022 We will add 8th grade  

 

 We are very excited about this new journey as a school and providing families the 

option to keep their students with us for middle school. Enrollment into our middle school 

will be limited, only 60 students at each grade level. Priority enrollment will go to students 

who live in our area and are already enrolled in our school. Depending on how many families 

choose to stay with us, that will determine how many, if any, new students we can accept for 

middle school.  

 If you have any questions or concerns about this project, contact the office at 

anytime at 579-3760. We currently have a Design Advisory Team meeting weekly to help 

plan this expansion to our school, so if you would to be part of that planning process, please 

email rlaufer@Hsd2.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel Laufer   Charley Ryder 

Principal   Asst. Principal 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:rlaufer@Hsd2.org
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Social Counseling Department 
From the Counseling Department come two things: 

1. Please keep in mind all absences should be called in or have a note sent to excuse absences 

to avoid problems with the Unexcused Policy, when a student has 5 or more Unexcused 

Absences. Any questions about this policy, please call Mr. McRoberts at 579-3771. 

2. Please see me or come to the front office to receive a resource list for Holiday Assistance. 
Help is available for holiday meals, Christmas Trees, holiday gifts for children & teen, and 
much more.  

 

Mr. Brian McRoberts           Mrs. Christie Hampton 

School Counselor           Social Worker 

719-579-3771              719-579-3781 

ARTICULOS DE ESPANOL 
We are continuing with our previous units this month.  Kinder and first grade are working on numbers. Second and third 
grade are discussing the weather. And finally, fourth and fifth grade are learning about physical and personality 
descriptions. Fourth and fifth grade students had a chance to use virtual reality to see museums and gravesites discussing 
important aspects of Day of the Dead. I see many students growing with their language.  Once again, a great way for 

students to work on vocabulary is through quizlet.  

How to join Spanish Quizlet: 

1. Go to quizlet.com  
2. Create an account for free 

3. Search for Mickee_Witt4  
4. Join the Spanish class  
5. Play the review and memorization games 

 
Estamos continuado los unidades. Kinder y primer grado trabajan en los números. El segundo y tercer grado hablan sobre 
el clima. Y finalmente, cuarto y quinto grado aprenden sobre descripciones de personalidades y físicas. El cuarto y quinto 
grado tiene la experiencia de Día de los Muertos por realidad virtual. Muchos estudiantes están mejorando con la lenguaje. 

Una buena manera es con Quizlet cual es un app o sito de web que puede acceda en casa.   
Unirse Quizlet: 

1. Ir a quizlet.com 
2. Crear una cuanta gratis 
3. Buscar Mickee_Witt4 
4. Unirse la clase de Spanish 
5. Jugar los juegos de memorización y repaso 

Saludos, 

Mickee Witt  

719-579-3765 
 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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MUSIC NOTES 
Hello All from the Music Room!  

I hope that you all had a nice Thanksgiving Day 

with your families and everyone is full and ready 

for the December rush!  I want to say thank you for 

your support in the month of December as it is a 

musically busy time.  There is only one concert 

this month.   

 

The concert is on December 12th @ 6:30 p.m. and is 

now combined with 3rd Grade Family Night.  It’s 

going to be a loooong, but fun time!!  This is our 

big, now annual, Winter Concert for 3rd Grade.   

We will have the gym decorated the night before 

and it should be a great time for the kids.  We’re all 

looking forward to it! 

 

Last, the CBM testing for 1st and 4th Grades will 

take place on Friday, December 14th in the 

morning.  Please make sure that your children get 

plenty of rest the night before for their Specials 

(Art, P.E., or Music) CBM Testing.  Drink plenty 

of water the night before and on the morning of, 

and eat a solid breakfast ☺  ALSO, be on the 

lookout for testing materials that the students will 

need to study in order to do well on their CBMs.  1st 

Grade parents, you will need to read along with 

your kids to help them with the definitions that I 

send home. 

 

Save the date for the following grade level 

concerts: 

3rd Grade December 12th, 2018 

5th Grade February 20th, 2019 

1st Grade March 20th, 2019 

2nd Grade April 24th, 2019 

Kinder May 3rd, 2019 

 

Mr. Joe LaCombe 

Music Teacher 

719-579-4961 
 

SPORT REPORT 
At Sand Creek December is 

basketball and dance month.  During 
the next few weeks we will be dribbling, 
passing and shooting.  Please 
remember to dress ready to do these 
things, no skirts, or dresses, and a pair 
of running shoes.   

In school intramural sports, 
dodge ball has come to an end.  We 
have just started our basketball 
tournament for the year.  Many 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th graders have signed up and are 
excited about the opportunity to be 
crowned as champions.  Please feel 
free to come and watch even if it is for 
just 5 minutes.  The kids enjoy the 
positive reinforcement of you being 
there. 

On December 14th, all students 
will be tested on their knowledge in the 
specials area.  Kindergarten and 3rd 
graders will test on their knowledge in 
Physical Education. We will be doing a 
lot of review of the information we have 
already learned during the first 4 
months of school. 

You can help Kindergarteners by 
practicing high medium and low, asking 
them to name and identify shoulder, 
elbow, knee, torso, and hip, what are 
personal space and general space, and 
front, back, side, top and bottom body 
planes.  3rd grade should know and 
understand how the heart and lungs 
work together, how we regulate our 
body temperature, and how to 
calculate their heart rate in beats per 
minute. Ask them and see if they can 
answer these questions! 

 

Coach Coyle 
719-579-3770 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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ARTicles from the STAR Studio…Snowflake Symmetry Craft 
I am excited to share one of my favorite winter weather crafts with the families of Sand Creek 
Elementary. Hopefully it will start looking a bit more like winter soon so this craft fits! ☺  
Symmetry is a type of balance (Principle of Art) that is found in many artworks and in the world 
around us. Symmetry means that if you find the center of an object, the elements would be 
identical on either side of that center. Meaning they mirror one another and are the same on both 
sides. Symmetry is found in many pieces of functional art and architecture as well as in nature. 
For this craft you will need coffee filters (in whichever size you choose), a pencil, and a pair of 
scissors.  
Step 1: Flatten the coffee filter 
Step 2: Fold the coffee filter three times, carefully lining up the edges and creasing. *If you want a 
challenge you can attempt more folds. 
Step 3: You should now have a triangle shape. On one long edge of the triangle the coffee filter will 
be closed and the other will have fanned out where you can see multiple layers. 
*you must select the closed side where there is not open fanned out layers. 
Step 4: On the closed off (not fanned out) long side of the triangle, draw shapes that start and stop 
on that edge.  
Follow these rules for the shapes: 

1. The shapes must start and stop on the closed off edge of the triangle (not fanned out side) 
2. The shapes can be geometric or organic  
3. The shapes must have a decent gap between each other, if they are placed too close you 

may have trouble cutting and it could easily rip 
4. Do not make the shapes too small or too intricate. So make them large and choose shapes 

you are confident in cutting.  

Step 5: Carefully cut the shapes out 
After you are done, unfold the filter to unveil your symmetrical snowflake! You can use a string 
and hang the snowflake from the ceiling or utilize a colored construction paper and layer multiple 
snowflakes spaced slightly apart and glue in place. This craft helps us acknowledge the beauty 
found in weather and aids in our understanding of symmetrical balance.  
 

Happy fall to all of you, 
Sarah Reitinger  

719-579-4941 

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
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Sand Creek Elementary 

Inspiring  Students to 

G.R.O.W 

Great Collaboration.  

 Respectful Relationships. 

   Outstanding Achievement.  

   Welcoming Environment. 

 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Our school will develop globally 

minded citizens who make meaningful 
contributions to the world through 

reflective inquiry, creativity, and 
problem solving. 

 

Bring your Parents to School Day 

a.k.a. “Polar Express Day 

Thurs. Dec. 20th 
Parents are invited to join us the day before winter 

break (Thurs. 12/20) for activities in the classroom with 

their child. Times and details are listed below. 

 Kindergarten-2nd grade students are allowed to 

wear their pajamas to school on this day. Students must 

wear regular shoes (no slippers), as students will still be 

going outside for recess (weather permitting.) ** 

 3rd - 5th grade students are allowed to wear 

“onesie” pajamas OR a holiday shirt with jeans. 

Activity schedule (per grade) 

Kindergarten 9-9:30 AM 

1st grade 9:30-10 AM 

2nd grade 10-10:30 AM 

3rd grade 10:30-11 AM 

4th grade 11-11:30 AM 

5th grade 11:30-12 PM 

 

  

 ** Students who choose not dress up, must come to 

school dressed in standard uniform. 

 

  

 
 

Attention Dog Owners!!! 
 

Please remember to 
keep your pets at home 
when dropping off & 

picking up students from 
school. We have more 
students this year with 
severe allergies and 

several with a fear of 
dogs. For the safety of 

all students and parents, 
all school campuses do 

not allow pets.  
 

Very Involved Parents V.I.P 
 

Become a VIP VOLUNTEER at Harrison 

School District Two and give the gift of time 

and talent to the children in our 

community. 
 

There are many ways to volunteer. Whether 

it's helping in the classroom, tutoring a 

student, working in the school library or 

attending field trips, you make a difference 

in HSD2. To join our VIP (Very Involved 

Parents) volunteer program, please 

complete the volunteer application and 

submit all information requested. For 

questions or assistance with your 

application please visit the campus where 

you wish to volunteer, or email us 

at vip@hsd2.org. 

** Students who choose 

not dress up, must come 

to school dressed in 

standard uniform. 

  

 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce
mailto:vip@hsd2.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

3 4 5 6 7 

10 11 12 
3rd Grade Family 
Night & Concert 
5:00-6:30 pm 

13 14 

17 18 

 
 

Skate City Night  
6-8 pm 

19 20 
Bring Your Parent to 

School Day a.k.a 

Polar Express Day 
See p.5 

21 

NO SCHOOL  

 

WINTER 

BREAK 

24 25 26 27 28 

31 1 2 3 4 

 

NO SCHOOL - WINTER BREAK  

DECEMBER 21ST – JANUARY 7TH.  

STUDENTS RETURN TUESDAY, 

JANUARY 8TH 

http://www.hsd2.org/sce

