
How the World Works 
2nd Grade                              September 17– October 29,  2018

The forces 
of the 
natural 
world 
impact 
personal 
and 
community 
decisions.

Central Idea

• Research Skills-
Students will 
research various 
forms of weather 
and the forces that 
are present

• Self-Management 
Skills-Keeping 
materials 
organized for 
research and 
experiments

Approaches to Learning

• The relationship 

between the force 
and motion of 
weather

• Weather and its 
impact on the 

environment and 
community decisions

• How data is collected 
and what tools are 
used

WHAT’S HAPPENING…

Related 
Concepts:

An inquiry into The interaction between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and human societies.

.Movement
Energy 

Key Concepts:
Causation – Why is it like this?
Things do not just happen. There are causal 
relationships at work and actions have 
consequences.

Function – How does it work?
Everything has a purpose, a role or a way of 
behaving that can be investigated. 

Connection – How is it connected to other things?
We live in a world of interacting systems in 

which the actions of any individual element 
affect others



What You Can Do With Your Child at Home
Talk with your child about the forces seen all around us. For example, we 
see forces in action everyday, wind blowing, cars moving, and kids playing.

Success Criteria for This Unit

Students will know: 

Students will understand that:

Students will strive to be:

Students should demonstrate:

• The scientific method 

• How to explain sever weather 
events

• Tools used to measure speed, 

temperature and distance

• Steps taken in an experiment

• How to write a paragraph to describe 
forces and weather events

• How to ask and answer questions about 

significant details in informational text

• Force and motion work together

• There is relationship between force and motion and weather
• Weather impacts personal and community decisions
• Authors write for a specific purpose

• Text features help us understand informational text

• Thinker-problem solve, 
analyze and apply data, 
analyze and describe 
outcomes(curiosity)

• Inquirer- form hypotheses, 
question the 
outcome(curiosity)

• Curiosity - the desire to learn 
or know about anything

• Creativity - the use of the 
imagination or original ideas

• Integrity - the quality of 
being honest


