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Welcome Back Centennial Panther Families,
We are off to a great start and know it will be a wonderful year! We are proud of the
work that all students, staff, and parents are doing alongside one another to ensure
that our Centennial Panthers are on the road to being college and career ready. It is
wonderful to see so many returning Panthers and also meet our new friends.
We are fortunate to have amazing students, an exceptional staff, and outstanding
parents. The dedication we see in classrooms each and every day is proof that we are
individualizing instruction to meet your student’s needs. This year we are excited to be
moving back to more normalcy in school. With this, we are planning some family
engagement events to involve families in our student’s learning. We are excited to have
our first event the School Carnival on September 21 st from 4:00 – 5:30. Stay tuned for
more details later this month.

Assistant Principal This year, students will have a specialized and trained teacher for reading, math, writing,

specials, science, and social studies. Our focus this year is on student growth. We are
1860 S. Chelton Rd. focused on growing our students academically, socially, and emotionally. Thank you for
Colorado Springs, CO your support, and we are excited to work together this year.
80910
(719) 579-2155/56
Fax (719) 538-1383

School Hours:
Monday
9:45 AM - 3:15 PM
Tuesday - Friday
8:00 AM - 3:15 PM

The last two school years have been a very unique experience for us all as we worked to
navigate through education during a pandemic. Although we are all still experiencing many
challenges, it is refreshing to have students back in seats learning and able to
collaborate. HSD2 will continue to monitor local health recommendations and guidance as
we move through the school year.
We need your help to continue to ensure all students are thriving here at Centennial. The
staff at Centennial has high expectations of our students, families, and ourselves. We
know that working together with parents and families will make a difference for each of
our students. Students should ask themselves three important questions each night:
Did I read at least 20 minutes last night?

Important Dates: Did I do my homework?
Sep 05 - No School
(Labor Day)
Sep 06 - No School
(Teacher Work Day)
Sep 09 - Progress
Reports Go Home
Sep 13 - After School
Activities Begin

Did I come to school on time?
Please help support the Centennial Team and our mission of Achievement NOW to ensure
these goals are met on a daily basis. We look forward to seeing everyone on September
21st at 4:30 pm for our School Carnival. During the Carnival, we will be providing the
opportunity for parents to sign up to be Very Involved Parents (Volunteers). A major
goal is to increase our VIPs and volunteers this year. Please consider signing up to help
our school this year. Thank you for all you do to support our school! It is a GREAT year
to be a Panther!
Achievement NOW,

Sep 21 - School Carnival
Kim Noyes, Principal
(4:00 - 5:30)

Kelly Lane, Assistant Principal

Kindergarten News
Welcome to Kindergarten! We are so glad that your child is here! August was a very busy month for us. We
learned rules and procedures of how to behave in school, made new friends, and began our educational
journey. We have been working on beginning reading, writing and math skills. In September, we will begin to
start meeting in groups for reading. These groups are based on what each child needs to help them succeed.
We would like to thank the McDivitt Law Firm for donating our
school supplies this year. Our students received pencils, erasers,
crayons, markers, folders, glue sticks as well as Kleenex, and hand
sanitizer.
Please make sure to label all your child’s belongings-backpacks,
coats, hats and lunchboxes. We will make an effort to send all
items home each day. Please also encourage your child to help
keep track of their items.
We would also like to make sure you are checking blue Panther folders each night. Homework will be coming
home this month, on Monday’s, and to be turned in on Friday. Important notes and information will be
communicated through Class Dojo. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.

First Grade News
In First Grade, we are reviewing letters and sounds during word work.
We are reading the weekly stories that come in Wonder’s for Whole
Group. During Math, we are reviewing counting to 120 and working with
Number Bonds.

Second Grade News
Reading- We are already very busy in reading. Your students have been
doing a wonderful job. They have blown our expectations out of the
water. We have started our review of short and long vowel sounds and
patterns. We have also started learning and practicing our second-grade
sight words. In the future you can look for leveled decodable passages,
leveled fluency passages, and a lot of comprehension work!
Writing- This year we started with the basics in writing. We are writing
paragraph responses. We are paying extra attention to capital letters
to start our sentences and using the correct punctation.

Math- In September, second grade will finish up Module 1,
which teaches sums and differences (addition and
subtraction) to 100. We will then work through Module 2,
which teaches addition and subtraction of length units. At
the end of the month, we will begin Module 3, which is all
about place value, counting, skip-counting, and comparing
numbers to 1,000. Please check out the parent tip sheets on
Class Dojo for ideas on how to help your child at home. We
are off to a great start!

Third Grade News
Hello third grade families!
We have hit the ground running this year and the kids have jumped right in. We make it a point to get right
into a learning routine from week one. We have all loved getting to know the students, and we are so
excited to see the amount of potential that we see! This year is going to be one of extraordinary
growth.
For the beginning of the year in math, we are jumping right into
learning our multiplication facts. We will be focusing on knowing our
3’s and 4’s times tables. We are beginning our Eureka Module 1 where
students will understand how to create pictures and equations for
multiplication and division problems. Your student will be coming home
with a skip counting sheet please remind them to practice their skip
counting songs at home so they can build on their multiplication
fluency. We look forward to having a great year in Math.
In reading, we’ve looked at several different genres including Fables,
fantasy and other fiction works. A few of our big focuses are using
context clues to figure out the meaning of unknown words, Main
Idea, and finding text evidence to develop strong writing. We’ll be
building these skills all year while connecting everything we read to essential questions. Currently our
essential question is “How can traditions teach us about cultures?”
Completing math and reading homework is important for practicing skills we’re learning in class. Another
way to help at home is to make sure your student reads for at least 20 minutes each day! The content
of the text isn’t as important as simply having time in text! If your student needs to borrow a book,
Mr. Thompson has a small library that all the kids are welcome to borrow from! We can’t wait until the
next update to let everyone know how quickly these amazing third graders are building knowledge! As
always, feel free to reach out to any of the third grade team with questions or concerns. Class DOJO is
a great way to reach us.

Fourth Grade News

Hello 4th grade families!
We are so thrilled to be starting off the school year with
so many fabulous fourth graders this year. In math, we
are practicing rounding numbers up to the 10,000s and
reviewing place value. In reading, we have been reading
texts about how people work together to solve problems
and create communities. Homework will be starting this
week with 40 iReady math minutes and spelling practice
coming home.

Fifth Grade News
Greetings 5th grade families! We are so excited that this year is off to such an amazing start. Your
students have two teachers this year – Ms. Stasyshyn, who teaches Reading and Writing, and Mrs. Lindo,
who teaches Math and Science.
Students have been hard at work perfecting reading fluency and reading comprehension skills. Families can
support reading comprehension at home by having your student explain what they read for homework.
Reading together as a family is also a great way to build literacy skills. Students have also been learning
about different genres of literature and also our classroom expectations for reading and writing.
- Continued on next page

Fifth Grade News (continued)
In writing, students have been focused on capital letters, punctuation, and
writing in complete sentences. These are great skills to have that will
serve them well as they move into middle school and beyond.
In math, students have been reviewing the place value chart and working
with units in base 10. We introduced two new place values this year –
millions and thousandths. Students will be able to add, subtract, multiply,
and divide using numbers up to 1,000,000 and down to .001.
Thank you so much for continuing to support your student’s success by
having them at school on time and ready to learn! If you have any
questions please reach out to Ms. Stasyshyn or Mrs. Lindo. Let’s make
this our best year yet!!

Special Education News
How exciting is it to be starting a new year at Centennial! This is the time of year when we get to rekindle
relationships, invite new members into our classroom communities, and pick up where we left off
academically.
The students are working hard. We are establishing routines and
guidelines for behavior while in school. Ask your student what the
3Rs stand for (Ready, Respectful, and Responsible)! We are looking
forward to a great year of learning!
Just another reminder that breakfast is NOT served on Mondays
so please feed your student before school. Please continue a
routine for your student each night. Make sure they get a good
night’s sleep, so they are ready to learn in the morning. We are in
this together and are glad to have you and your student on our
team!

Learning Commons News (Library/Media)
Welcome to an exciting and adventurous school year in the Centennial
Learning Commons. As always, we will be incorporating STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art & Math) in our activities, which will engage the
minds of all Centennial students.
Students will continue to use the Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD)
PowerPass. The PowerPass offers a large variety of books, music & art
programs, educational games, homework help, and so much more.. Visit
www.ppld.org/kids or click on PPLD Kids, K-5 on your child’s HSD2 Portal to
check out the Pikes Peak Library District without ever leaving your home.
Students in grades 2 through 5 will begin working on their typing skills through
Typingclub.com. Students really enjoy this typing program which focuses on
typing accuracy and speed.
PPLD PowerPass Login Instructions
Select the PPLD K-5 app on the students homepage or go to PPLD.org/kids (check bookmark bar) Select
READ, then select Read Online. All students can navigate through the PPLD PowerPass.
The student’s Library Card number is HSD2 + their 6 digit student I.D. number.
Example: If the student’s I.D. number is 987654, their Library Card number will be
HSD2987654 (no spaces).
The student’s PIN number will be the month and day of their birthday.
Example: For a student with the birthday of March 25, their pin number will be

0325.

Music News
Welcome back to all students and families! The first month of music we will focus on rhythm and the
standard elements of music.


Kindergarteners will sing, dance, and move to music.



1st Graders will move to steady beats and identify strong and weak
beats.



2nd Graders will be creating ostinato patterns on instruments.



3rd Graders will be examining form in different pieces of music.



4th Graders will be expanding their knowledge of rhythm and singing
for their concert in October.



5th Graders will be learning how to play the drums.

We are looking forward to making music together at the beginning of
the year.

Art News
Welcome Back all Centennial Panther Artists! And welcome new Kinder Panthers!! This first Unit is Art gets
us back in to the swing of artsy things.
• Kindergarteners will begin to learn about Color,
Lines and Shapes.
• 1st Graders will be researching What Makes Art?
And how lines and shapes have a place in all art.
• 2nd Graders will be taking a closer look at Still
Life and will be making their own Still Life inspired by
Vincent van Gogh’s Sunflowers.
• 3rd Graders will be examining how Art Tells a
Story with both Abstract and Realistic Art.
• 4th Graders will analyze and create different
Landscapes.
• 5th Graders will begin to examine how artists plan
and use emphasis in their artwork and will think
about how their own personal choices in creating art.
We are looking forward to a wonderful year and creating our own beautiful artwork!

Physical Education (PE)
In PE, all students are learning the safety rules,
how to interact positively with their peers and how
to show sportsmanship during games and activities.

NO SCHOOL on Monday, September 5th
NO SCHOOL on Tuesday, September 6th

New HSD2 Logo
All good things must come to an end, but we replaced them with something better! While our students
and staff enjoyed their well-deserved summer break, the District worked behind the scenes to revamp
the district’s brand that has been around for decades. We are rebranding our district to ensure that
our district logo tells the story of who we are and embraces our strength and diversity. We have come
to identify our district as one that values diversity, believes in servant leaders, is innovative, and embraces our maverick approach. We are different, and we are proud of who we are.
To kick start the new school year, we have released our new logo this week! While it may take some
time to change our look across the district, we invite you to discover the latest on our website -http://ow.ly/nmHf50Kfw3n -- and social media.
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