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January: 
• 19th - Sixth grade  

returns to in-person  

learning 

January/February 2020-2021 

February: 
• 1st - Eighth grade 

returns to in-person 

learning 

• 11th & 12th -  

Picture Retakes 

• 15th - President’s 

Day - No School 

• 15th - 19th -  

No School  

for students 

(Feb. 17th  

Conferences) 

• 22nd - Seventh 

grade returns to  

in-person learning 

 
All students enrolled in D2 schools will now have a Pikes Peak Library District 
PowerPass!** 
 *Access education resources, audio, and eBooks 
 *Enjoy streaming services and downloads with 
 thousands of movies, music, and more 
 *Live homework and research help 
 *Learn to write, draw, code, and use our makerspaces 
 *Assistance with 
job searches and  
college prep 
Learn more at 
ppld.org/
powerpass. 
 
**Not applicable 
to charter schools 

Please be aware that  

students will not be called 

to the office prior to a parent’s arrival.  Also, students will not be called out 

of class to receive phone calls.  In emergency situations, you may leave a 

message for your student with the front office and the student will be called 

down during the next passing period.  Please communicate after school pick 

up arrangements in the morning, before your student arrives at school.   

Please make sure your student brings a water bottle to school every day.  

Due to COVID-19, our water fountains have been disabled, but we have three 

water bottle fillers in the building. The office does not have extra water  

bottles for students. 

Also, a reminder that ACCESS testing for CLDE students will take place  

February 1st - March 15th.   

Announcements 

March: 
• 22nd - 26th -  

Spring Break 

PPLD PowerPass 

http://ppld.org/powerpass?fbclid=IwAR3GW2C3mICLpTR28rOCziHkae7DWSLdxAoB9W38-5m--oWAezBgF0ARHVE
http://ppld.org/powerpass?fbclid=IwAR3GW2C3mICLpTR28rOCziHkae7DWSLdxAoB9W38-5m--oWAezBgF0ARHVE
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Classroom News 

Sixth Grade Math  
We started a new semester with a new module – Rational Numbers. Students will be using number lines to  
locate and graph rational numbers which include integers.  We have already worked on integers in real world 
situations, so ask your students about positive and negative numbers in the real world including the meaning of 
0.  

This module finishes with plotting numbers on a coordinate plane. Then we will start into an introduction of  
algebra using expressions and equations to solve problems. 

We are also very excited to get the students back in person for learning in the classroom and being more hands 
on with math. 

Hi Fox Meadow Family! 

    Sixth grade students started the new year with a positive mindset and a resilient spirit.  Each day, students log 
into their virtual classes eager to jumpstart the learning for the day. We begin each class with a friendly greeting, 
overview of expectations, and a warm-up. This sets precedence for a productive day of learning. As we embark 
on our new unit, students are working hard to improve their reading, vocabulary, writing, and grammar skills.  

    Students are enjoying reading from our new unit, Ancient Realms (in StudySync). In this unit, we will explore a 
variety of texts and skills followed by enriched tasks that help students gain comprehension and raise reading 
levels. In addition to enjoying the reading, students are equally excited about analyzing the text and responding 
to questions that relate to real world experiences. Each week they are striving to increase their reading  
comprehension by completing a first read, text vocabulary exercises and responding to a writing prompt. They 
are also completing weekly exercises in iReady, which gives extra support for reading and writing  
comprehension. Here, they are able to track their progress to see areas they need extra practice. Writing and 
grammar skills are just as important as reading skills. We believe that great readers make great writers and great 
writers make great readers.      

      Students are showing off their writing skills by responding to prompts related to the texts.   One strategy 
used to respond to the text is the RACE Writing Strategy (Restate, Answer, Cite, and Explain). This strategy  
allows students to answer short-constructed questions in a complete and organized manner.  They are also  
writing ECR’s (Extended Constructed Responses). Students are expected to write multiple paragraph essays  
related to the texts. In order for students to become great writers, they must use correct grammar (sentence 
variations, capitalization, and spelling) which is used every day in language arts classes. With these practices in 
place, we strongly believe that our students will show growth in reading and writing by the end of this  
unprecedented school year.    

    Although students have endured many changes and challenges this year, they continue to show up everyday 
with a positive mindset and willingness to work. With your continued support from home, they will continue to 
do well.   

Thank you,   

The Sixth Grade Language Arts Team  

Ms. Behling, Ms. Clausen, Ms. Dagen 

Sixth Grade Language Arts 
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For the month of January, we will be focusing on different economic systems in the Western Hemisphere. We will 
be exploring four different types of economic systems; traditional, command, market, and mixed. Students will be 
able to answer the three economic questions: 

• What goods and services should be produced? 

• How should the goods and services be produced? 

• Who will benefit from or get the good and services? 

By the end of this unit students will understand the role that competition and wages have played in different  
cultures, and how people balance their needs vs. their wants based on the resources available. The sources that 
students can use to study and/or expand their knowledge are  in Canvas and Discovery Education. 

Classroom News 

Seventh Grade 
As we begin the third quarter, the seventh grade is remaining primarily in e-learning until February 
22nd. We have been thrilled with the increased participation we have seen in the first weeks back from 
Winter Break. As we move forward, this is what you can expect from each subject area. 

Social Studies - In social studies, our students are currently learning about Ancient Rome. We began 
with the geography and expansion of the civilization before discussing its imports and exports as well 
as who they traded with. Throughout the rest of the unit, we will focus on their government, religion, 
inventions, and eventually its fall. As we move forward into the fourth quarter, our focus will shift to 
Ancient China and India. 

ELA - Currently the focus of ELA is to improve our students' proficiency in informational writing. Our 
goal is to sharpen their current skills while also teaching new strategies that will push them to write at 
a higher level. We have implemented many new strategies to help students strengthen their body  
paragraphs using evidence directly from the text.  

Math - Ms. Bolin and Ms. Nowak would like to give all our 7th grade all-star students a huge shout out 
for showing up to our live math sessions each day with a positive mindset! You have all been so flexible 
and patient with all the changes that have happened this year. We have enjoyed making our math  
classes more engaging with fun tools like NearPod, FlipGrid, and Mentimeter! We are currently making 
our way through Module 3: Expressions and Equations. This is one of our most important topics of the 
year, so make sure you keep showing up and working hard! We are so proud of you! 

Science - The seventh grade science team would like to welcome you back to a third quarter. We have 
been excited to see the level of participation during these first few weeks. As we come back from 
Christmas Break, we have discussed autotrophs and how they use photosynthesis to create sugars and 
expel oxygen for us to breathe. Next week, we will look at the other side of the cycle and how cells 
burn sugars in order to create carbon dioxide. Moving forward through the quarter, we will also  
analyze the nitrogen, carbon, and water cycles. 

Sixth Grade Social Studies 
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Classroom News 

Eighth Grade Math  
Eighth grade math is covering Module 4, which is all about Linear Equations. We are defining, writing, solving, & 
graphing linear equations. In addition, we are differentiating between linear and nonlinear equations. Real-world 
problems are a large part of this too. We are getting excited to start the Pythagorean Theorem here soon! 

In 8th grade English Language Arts, we are looking forward to beginning our new unit on WW2 and the  
Holocaust. Students will read about Anne Frank as well as learn about the importance of information and  
propaganda that was used to turn people against an entire race of people, leading to genocide. Students will be 
creating their own propaganda posters after learning persuasive techniques and will be writing persuasive  
essays at the end of the unit. We are also happy to announce that engagement is up with the use of different 
online platforms such as Nearpod and Kahoot! We are working tirelessly to ensure our lessons are informative 
and engaging for students!  

Eighth Grade Language Arts 

Eighth Grade Social Studies  
In U.S History, we will start our new semester with the presidency of Andrew Jackson which includes the Trail of 

Tears, tariffs, and his fight with the National Bank. We will then, go into westward expansion and the Texas  

Revolution that lead to the War with Mexico and fulfilled Manifest Destiny. We will take a quick look at the re-

forms of society in the mid-19th century including education, prison systems, women’s rights, and the  

Abolitionist movement which leads us directly to the politics and social unrest that led to the Civil War. We will 

spend much of March and April on the Civil War and Reconstruction. The last unit we will work on will be a brief 

introduction to the Old West and a peek at the nation’s political and social changes that becomes the Gilded 

Age. If time allows, we will also spend a week or so on personal finances towards the end of the year.  

1. Stay Positive - anything you can learn (whether it’s your 
favorite subject or not) will only help you to grow! 

2. Get organized - have a designated space for learning.  Use your FMMS planner to list assignments 
in the order they are due. Create a schedule for your day - make sure you know when to log-in to 
your live classes and schedule time to work on assignments from all of your classes.  

3. Use your resources - parents, teachers, counselors, and principals. Don’t be afraid to ask for help! 
Take advantage of your new PPLD Power Pass!  

4. Set personal goals - think about what you would like to accomplish both long-term and short-term 
and write it down. 

5. It’s okay to have setbacks - talk with a parent or trusted friend to get another point of view.  

6. Stay connected with friends - consider exercising online together (with a parent’s permission.)  
Exercise can boost your mood, energy level, and brainpower! 

eLearning Tips 
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Reminder: Virtual AVID is happening! Please check your Canvas Course 
page for announcements and assignments.  Feel free to contact Mrs. 
Wade (bwade@hsd2.org) with any questions!  
Hello! I am so excited to be the 

new AVID elective teacher!  

I came to Fox Meadow at an  

exciting time, and the students and I have worked together to 

adapt. We are having fun and working hard! 

 Before the break, the students worked on creating their own 

memoir in order to advance their narrative and descriptive 

writing skills. AVID students are now learning and reviewing 

the process of Focused Note Taking! This is a skill that will help 

them through middle school, high school, college, and  

beyond! 

Please continue to check your student’s Canvas course page 

for assignments and announcements. Feel free to contact me 

with any questions or concerns.  

Avidly, 

Mrs. Wade 

¡Hola! 

Students of the Spanish class 
are working daily to improve 

their skills in a second language, and this is verbal and written. Our exciting  
program allows you to compete with your peers on daily tasks. We are also learning and  
demonstrating the importance and cultural impact they can have with the knowledge of the second 
most spoken language in the world. We will end this adventure with a Food Festival, where we can 
have a piece of the countries of North America, Central, South, The Caribbean, Europe and Africa. 

Spanish 

Creativity Matters is a new class at Fox Meadow. 
Students harness their innovation to develop  
solutions for problems seen locally and around the 
world. This class will be challenging and thought provoking to both those students in class and those 
working at home. We begin the year creating kites at home and homemade water filters for camping. 
If you are enrolled in Creativity Matters, try to save your recycled materials; you will probably need 
them.  

Creativity Matters 
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Have you downloaded the Box Tops 

App?  Submitting box tops digitally is so 

convenient! No more clipping!  


