
 

Principal’s Corner 
Dear Centennial Families, 

Happy November! We have enjoyed our busy month here at Centennial.  Students 
have shown what they have learned in the first quarter and the start of the second 
quarter through daily demonstrations of learning and our unit or module assessments.  
Centennial students work very hard on these, and teachers are using the data from the 
assessments to plan future instruction and review.  From these assessments we know as 
a school we need to continue to work on reading comprehension, writing across all areas, 
math reasoning and explaining or justifying how we find our math answers.   

One of the many highlights in October was our virtual parent/teacher conferences.   
We had high levels of attendance at our October Virtual Parent Conferences.  We          
appreciate your attendance and enjoyed meeting with you about your child’s progress.  
Each parent was provided specific data on their student’s progress in Reading, Writing, and 
Math.  In addition, parents were informed of grade level expectations and what success 
looks like in each specific grade. The focus on grade level standards and mastering grade 
level  standards is helping us push and challenge each individual learner. Teachers and staff 
worked hard to ensure conferences were meaningful. Working together we will ensure that 
our Centennial Panthers are successful and college ready! 

One thing that will be different during this November is our Thanksgiving celebration. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 protocols we will be unable to hold our traditional       
Thanksgiving Family Feast. In-person students will be provided with a special              
Thanksgiving-themed lunch on November 13th here at school. We are scheduling some fun 
alternative activities on November 13th for students and families and will be inviting parents 
to a virtual Thanksgiving presentation on the afternoon of November 13th.  More details will 
come from your child’s teachers as this date grows near. Again, we will not be able to invite 
families to this lunch this year but look forward to re-establishing this tradition next year.  
Thank you for your ongoing support.  Our outstanding students, families, staff, and    
community members are the reason we are an excellent school.  We are thankful to be 
part of our Centennial Community! 

Achievement NOW, 
 
Kim Noyes, Principal          Kelly Lane, Assistant Principal 
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Kindergarten News 
Hello kindergarten families, 

It is hard to believe that it is already November. We have enjoyed   
working with and getting to know your students. We hope that you see 
all the growth in Reading, Writing and Math that we do each day. We 
had a lot of fun having Catamount Institute here doing activities and 
getting pumpkins! It was a great experience for everyone and we hope 
that your family enjoyed their pumpkins. We also enjoyed seeing and 
meeting the parents that attended our conferences. We also want to 
thank The Pikes Peak Community Foundation and Venetucci Farm for 
supplying the pumpkins. 

In November, we will continue to work on letters and sounds as well as our reading skills. In the stories we are    
reading, we are identifying the characters, setting and beginning, middle and end. Continue to work with your student 
on these skills at home as you read to them and they read to you. In Math, we will continue to work on writing our 
numbers correctly and counting as well as different positions and we will also begin our measurement unit with 
greater than and less than, which will help them continue growing their number sense. Writing finds us continuing to 
work on letter formation and our writing skills of staying on topic and adding information. 

We would like to remind you to please check your student’s folder each night and help them complete their        
homework. Homework packets are sent home on Monday and are due on Friday. We encourage you to help your child 
but ask that you encourage them to do the work themselves. Also, please make sure that your student comes to 
school each day with a jacket. It would help us if their jackets, gloves and hats are labeled with their name so that if 
they get misplaced we can get them to the right student. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. 
Have a great November! 

First Grade News 
Hello first grade families, 

This month in first grade we are expanding our skills and learning new first grade material! In Reading 
and Writing, we are identifying key details in a text, learning how to use text features, and reading more 
difficult words. We are adding endings, putting words in alphabetical order, and even blending letters  
together to make new sounds! During our Math block, we are creating number bonds up with 10 and 
making sure we can put together numbers fluently. We are applying operations as strategies to add 
and subtract. For Social Studies we are diving into using the calendar and learning about holidays. Finally, 
during Science time we are continuing to learn about waves but are now exploring how they affect 
light! 

We are thankful for your continued support in your student’s success this year. Please reach out with 
any questions via Class Dojo, email or calling the office. Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Second Grade News 
Dear Second Grade Families, 

Lions, tigers and bears oh my! Animals are amazing and in literature we are currently discovering what part animals 
play in the world around us. We are making, confirming and revising predictions based on what we see and hear in   
stories and we are identifying the main idea and key details along with the character, setting, and plot. We are       
continuing blending, building and sorting through basic phonics skills and squeezing in some structural analysis of      
prefixes, suffixes, syllables, endings, contractions and compound words. We will be moving on to things about the world 
that surprises them. In our texts we will add asking and answering question strategies and find out the author’s  
purpose for writing. Informative and opinion writing are in our very near future. We will start small with the         
informative writing and then develop it farther into complete informative paragraphs. The students will move on to 
opinion writing and truly see that their opinion along with everyone else's matters.  

Second grade Math has been full force ahead! We have discussed place value and used place value disks to represent 
up to three-digit numbers. We have also started our discussion of comparing numbers.   

In Science, we have started studying matter and the three main types – solids, 
liquids and gasses.  

In Social Studies, we have started studying famous people from Colorado like 
Zebulon Pike and Kate McHale Slaughterback.    

We hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving. This year we are very thankful 
for our amazing students, families and educators. Thank you for your support at 
Centennial.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.  



 

Third Grade News 
Hello third grade families! 
To Infinity and Beyond! Third grade Reading is travelling to outer space for the next few weeks.  We are/have studied 

Galileo Galilei and why he is such an important astronomer and influence in 
what we know and understand about outer space. We will then experience 
the courage of the Apollo 11 astronauts as they flew their first mission to 
the moon. While examining the actual people who explored space, students 
will explore how to organize complex ideas and information in texts,      
compare and contrast how different authors present information about 
the same topic, and distinguish their own points of view from that of the 
author. We will continue to write informational and explanatory texts as 
well as spread out to share our opinion. They will learn how to share an  
opinion clearly and use reason, based on text, to support that opinion.  

Third graders ended our unit of measurement where we looked at how to measure 
length and weight. We then looked at how to measure time on a number line.  
In Science we have started looking at life cycles of animals.  
In Social Studies, we have started studying famous people from Colorado like 
Zebulon Pike and Kate McHale Slaughterback.  
We would like to thank you for your continued support and wish you all a safe and 
Happy Thanksgiving.  
 
Fourth Grade News 
Hello to our awesome fourth grade families! 

How is it possible that we have already jumped into second quarter? The teachers 
here all agree that we have had a phenomenal start to the year, especially considering all of the challenges facing 
both this fourth-grade team and the world of education as a whole. We wanted to catch you, our families up on 
some of what’s going on. 

We realize how different and difficult learning online can be, but our online teachers want to stress the importance 
of arriving to class on time, just like you would in an in-person environment. Students are expected to be in their ELA 
class at 9:20 and their math class at 1:10. Students are still expected to complete lessons in iReady Math and read on 
Epic or Read Theory on their own. Fourth graders are busy learning! Perseverance is a skill that we are using to    
continue doing our best work even when things are challenging. 

Since the beginning of the Second Quarter, our 4th Grade Panthers have been stalking the understanding of the 
standard multiplication algorithm, and elusive division algorithm. Through the progression of place value charts,       
arrays, area models and finally the algorithm’s themselves, these determined 3-foot-tall predators have been    
navigating Mr. McDonald’s educational jungle. Mr. McDonald is confident that by the end of the Second Quarter, all of 
the stealthy panthers in 4th grade will have captured their understanding of these important life skills. 

In ELA our new “Essential Question” for the quarter is “How does a       
challenging setting or environment change a person?” How absolutely      
appropriate this question is in light of all of the challenges we face in the 
educational setting! That being said, we will dive diligently into a number of 
texts, one of which will be Gary Paulson’s book, Hatchet. We’re excited to 
jump into a book a lot of us enjoyed as a kid. 

Finally, we are fortunate enough to get a few virtual field trips scheduled. 
Materials needed will be provided to in person learners. E-learners will need 
to have a blindfold or scarf handy to participate in the game portion. 

Like always, we are loving the time we get with your students. Watching 
them grow and learn is something that we all strive for take great pride in. 
If you ever have a question, concern, or comment, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to us via e-mail or DOJO messenger. Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
 



 

Fifth Grade News 
Hello fifth grade families, 
In the month of November, students study the richness and complexity of the English Language from a humorous 

angle. Students will understand how language can convey meaning in both a literal 
and figurative sense. We are excited to see your student’s imagination come alive in 
writing an “suspenseful story.” In the narrative writing, students will create a    
journey for Milo, a character from the novel The Phantom Tollbooth, who          
encounters one of the demons from the Mountain of Ignorance. To support your 
student’s imagination please remember to have your student read 30 minutes a 
day and do their reading comprehension packets. Happy reading!  

In Math, fifth graders will begin unit 3 where they will be working with fractions and learning strategies to add and 
subtract fractions. Students should be working on their multiplication fluency at home to help them here at 
school.  If you would like to work with your student on arithmetic operations like addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division that would be a huge help throughout the year! 

Thanks to technology we can take fieldtrips from the comfort of our classroom and home! 5th grade will go on four 
virtual fieldtrips this year covering the topics of Chemistry, Life Science, and Geology. They will take place between 
October – December. Students will be writing fieldtrip information in their planners as these dates are finalized.  

Thank you for continuing to support your student’s success this year. Please reach out with any questions via Class 
Dojo, email or calling the office. We hope you all have a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving.  
 

Special Education News - Can Do Corner 
Happy November to our Can Do Corner families, 

Here in the Can Do Corner we are continuing to work hard. In Reading, we are working on decoding words by focusing 
on vowel sounds and blending the sounds together to form the words in order to gain an understanding of the text. 
This also connects to Writing, as we are writing words and forming sentences. In Math, we are 
building numbers sense by making tens and hundreds. We continue to practicing adding and        
subtracting. Some of us are working on multiplication and division. 
 
Please instill routines around mealtime and bedtime for your child. These routines allow your    
student to make the most of his/her day at school. Also, read a book (or a chapter) with or to 
your child every night. It is enjoyed more than you know. As the weather fluctuates, please have 
your child check the school’s lost and found for any forgotten coats. We are thankful for all of 
your support as we move through this school year! We hope you and your family have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 
 

Physical Education (P.E.) News 
Hello Centennial families, 

Here is a quick peek of what our students will be learning in P.E. at Centennial this month: 

Kinder, 1st grade and 2nd grade students are practicing their locomotor skills (skip, hop, leap, gallop, run, etc.) They are 
also traveling at different pathways and speeds to keep themselves and others safe. 

3rd grade, 4th grade and 5th grade students are learning about the heart and how exercise strengthens it. They are 
also working on having positive interactions with their peers by solving conflicts and showing sportsmanship. 

Thank you for your support to keep your student fit. Have a well-deserved Thanksgiving break with your family. 
 

Music News 
Greetings Centennial families, 

Please take a few notes about what our Panthers will be working on in the month of November: 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade are learning about different dynamics in music and how 
those dynamics can affect the mood and environment of a song. 
2nd Graders are learning about different tempos in music and how those musical 
choices affect the direction of a song. 
3rd Graders are learning about different articulations and forms in songs. 

4th and 5th Graders are exploring the different musical elements in songwriting and how that affects our preferences 
when choosing music we like. 

Thank you for your continued support in our music program.  Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family! 



 

Art News 
Hello Centennial Families! This is what our Panthers have been touching up on in Art 
class: 

Kindergarteners are learning about how we can use our art to tell a story. We 
made Scribble Creatures and a Background Setting to follow along while we       
listened to the story, “I Am Not Just a Scribble” by Diane Alder. 

1st Graders are learning about how colors reflect our feelings and how we can 
use that in our art. We made Scribble Creatures and a Background Setting, and we 
are going to make Dot Pumpkins that show how we are feeling. 

2nd Graders are learning all about Architecture, Symmetry, and Asymmetry. We 
made castle pieces to play with and make our own symmetrical and asymmetrical 
castles and we are going to make Symmetrical Dot Pumpkins. 

3rd Graders are learning the difference between 2 Dimensional and 3 Dimensional 
shapes and art. We drew Alien Creatures then we made 3 Dimensional Creatures! 

4th graders are deep into landscapes and cityscapes. Horizon lines, vanishing 
points, foreground, background and more. We made spooky landscapes and we 
are going to work on a haunted map soon. 

5th graders are all about Surrealism. Should we ‘think’ about a question or 
‘dream’ about it? Can we make art with food? Do all creatures have to have 
legs? And what about giant eyes? 

Thank you for continuing to support your student’s success this year. Please 
reach out with any questions or concerns via Class Dojo, email or calling the   
office. Happy Thanksgiving to you and your entire family. 
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Harrison School District Two 
Character Through Diversity, Challenge & Accomplishment 

 

District Corner – November 2020 

We strive to keep you adequately informed about the direction of D2 and offer opportunities 
to make your voice count. Please take advantage of the opportunities below: 

      Join us for a Virtual Town Hall to learn more about the D2 Bond Construction Updates on 
Monday, November 9, 2020 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  or from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Spanish captions and ASL signing will be available. Q&A will be available via chat. Find the 
links to the virtual meeting on the HSD2 website! 

 

 

The Choice Enrollment Window for the 2021-2022 school year opens Monday, November 
16th at 7:30 a.m. and you can request a specific campus by visiting the District Office 
during business hours. Visit our website for information ahead of Choice Enrollment. 

 

 

 

Rincón del Distrito – Noviembre de 2020 

Nos esforzamos por mantenerlo adecuadamente informado sobre la dirección del D2 y         
ofrecemos oportunidades para que su voz cuente. Aproveche las oportunidades que se        

indican a continuación: 

 

• Únase a una Asamblea Comunitaria Virtual para conocer más sobre las                    
actualizaciones de la construcción del Bono D2 el lunes, 9 de noviembre de 2020 de 
12:00 p.m. a 1:00 p.m. o de 5:30 p.m. a 6:30 p.m. Habrá subtítulos en español y   
lenguaje de señas americano. Las preguntas y respuestas estarán disponibles a 
través del chat. ¡Busque los enlaces de la reunión virtual en la página web de HSD2!  

 

• El Período de Inscripción por Elección para el año escolar 2021-2022 comienza el 
lunes, 16 de noviembre a las 7:30 a.m. y usted puede solicitar un campus específico 
visitando la Oficina del Distrito durante el horario de atención. Visite nuestro sitio 
web para obtener información antes de la Inscripción por Elección.    

 

https://www.hsd2.org/hsd2

