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Dear Centennial Panther Families,  
 
We hope you had a wonderful holiday season filled with family and friends.  2018 was such an amazing 
year for Centennial!  Our students have accomplished so much with their learning and activities. We 
have seen increased daily attendance and building-wide increases on our DIBELS Assessments.  In our 
classrooms, we are seeing improved achievement and are enjoying our Math resource, Eureka.  We 
also appreciate your support at home.  With your support, we are able to accomplish significant learn-
ing.  We are so proud of our Centennial family!  It is truly wonderful to watch all our children grow as 
students and as people.  Some more highlights of this holiday season were getting to spend time with 
everyone at the Winter Holiday Luncheon and Saturday with Santa!  It was wonderful to be able to take 
a moment and celebrate together.  The smiles on our students and families faces are priceless.  We 
are also lucky to have the support of numerous community organizations including The McDivitt Law 
Firm, The Street Stoldierz, The Southeast YMCA, Blackjack Pizza, Academy Nissan, and The Colorado 
Springs Police Department.  All of these organizations have helped sponsor Centennial students and 
families this holiday season.  We look forward to sharing more special moments with our students and 
families at Centennial in the years to come.  
 
Centennial is so excited to continue the amazing learning opportunities for our students in 2019!  You 
can support your student’s learning by reading at home each night.  Having your students write about 
what they read is a great way to practice writing skills as well.  At school we work hard to help stu-
dents take what they learn from their reading and include it into their writing in an organized way.  In 
math, students will continue to work hard learning a variety of math concepts.  Please review math 
facts and concepts from the first half of the year with your students.  Also, please be sure that your 
child arrives at school each day at 8:00 to take advantage of our learning time.  The more we can all 
work together, the more successful our students will become this year!  We appreciate you and all you 
do to support Centennial.  Let’s keep working together to make Centennial the best possible school for 
our students in 2019 and beyond!    
 
Achievement NOW, 
 
Kim Noyes  Kelly Lane     
  
  

 

In This Issue 
Principal's Corner...1 
Class Room News….2 
Specials…………….9 
Important Events..12 
Calendar………….13 

Centennial    
Elementary   

                      
Kim Noyes,  
Principal 
Kelly Lane,  

 Assistant Principal               
 
1860 S. Chelton Rd,    
Colorado Springs,  

CO  80916       
 

Phone    
719-579-2155/56     
Fax 719-538-1383         

 
School Hours:  

   Monday   
 8:00 am - 2:05 pm          
Tuesday - Friday  
 8:00 am - 3:35 pm   

January  
2019 

Principal’s Corner  



 

2 

Centennial Elementary 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 How can it already be January?  This school year is flying by!  If you think we have 
been busy learning, just wait until you see what we will be doing for the rest of the 
year!  This month we will continue to work on our reading skills.  We would like to 
ask that you encourage your student to read at home and when you are out as much 
as you can.  We love that they are “seeing” sight words everywhere!  As you are 
reading at home, encourage them to tell you who the characters are, what the 
setting is, as well as the problem in the story and the solution.  Books have so much 
information!  In January, we will be working on adding details to our writing!  A 
detail tells us more about the writing.  An example would be if your student is 
writing about ice cream, two details would be about the flavor and taste.  As much 
writing as you can encourage at home, that would be great.  Math, finds us working 
on writing and recognizing numbers 11-20 as well as reviewing skills that we have 
learned. 
We hope that you had a great winter vacation!  Please make sure that you send your 
child with a jacket. (To help with keeping track of coats, write the students name in 
them–first and/or last).  We have also noticed that many of our friends do not know 
how to tie their shoes and zip their coats.  Please continue to work with them on 
these important life skill!  
  
Mrs. King, Ms. Kimsey, Mrs. Cardona, and Ms. Thomas 
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Centennial Elementary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 We are so excited to have our wonderful students back at school! Over the winter 

break we have noticed students have matured and have been working on their 
academic skills! Way to go parents and students! 
In reading we are continuing to work on fluency. Students should be reading 24 
words in one minute right now. By the end of the year they should be reading 
around 50 words in one minute. One comprehension skill we are working on is 
sequencing. After reading a passage, students are asked to recall the information in 
the order in which it is presented in the passage. 
In writing we are still working on developing strong paragraphs with proper 
punctuation, capitalization, and that are textual based. Our focus is on opinion 
writing with students stating reasons to back up their opinions. 
You can expect to see homework that asks your child to do the following: 
▪ Use number bonds and place value charts to show tens and ones. Break apart two-
digit numbers into tens and ones. Add tens and ones to make a two-digit number 
and write an addition sentence to match; for example, 3 tens 4 ones can be written 
as 30 + 4 = 34. Draw quick tens and ones to show a number; then add or subtract 1 
or 10. 
How you can help at home: 
Play Break Apart Numbers. Set a timer for one minute. Have a race with your child 
to complete as many different number bonds for numbers 5 through 9 as possible. 
When the minute is up, say a matching number sentence for each bond you 
completed, for example, 1 + 4 = 5, 5 = 3 + 2, 5 = 5 + 0, and 5 — 1 = 4. 
▪ ▪  Practice making ten with pennies and dimes. Help your child arrange ten 
pennies into 5-groups (two rows of five). Then count the pennies together (e.g., one 
cent, two cents, three cents) and say out loud, “Ten pennies is equal to one dime,” as 
you exchange the 10 pennies for 1 dime. Repeat the process of counting then 
exchanging 10 pennies for 1 dime until you have exchanged 40 cents. 
▪ ▪  To reinforce place value, challenge your child to count from 0 to 120, 
alternating between the regular way and the Say Ten way (e.g., 8 tens 9, 90, 9 tens 1, 
92, 9 tens 3, 94, 9 tens 5). If your child struggles, consider using a Rekenrek, if 
available, for visual support. 
In science we are continuing to learn about earth materials including natural and 
man-made resources and renewable and nonrenewable resources. 
Please remind your student to turn in their reading logs and their homework packets 
on Mondays. They will receive a new one each Monday.8 
 
Thank you for your continual support!  
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Greetings 2nd grade families. I hope you enjoyed your holiday season. Before Winter 
Break, your students worked extremely hard. Not only did they keep up with the 
everyday hustle and bustle of reading, writing, math, and science but they also 
successfully completed the required District assessments. Phew, we are so glad that is 
out of the way! 
December was a busy month in math as the students really worked hard at adding 
and subtracting with regrouping. Our math class extended the learning from Topics 
A and B as we composed, or bundled, tens and hundreds when adding. We learned 
how to use facts students know, such as 5 + 8 = 13 (5 ones + 8 ones = 13 ones), to 
solve more complex problems, such as 50 + 80 = 130 (5 tens + 8 tens = 13 tens). We 
continued to use place value drawings to model composing tens and hundreds as we 
work with the vertical form. Our math class then moved on to deepen their 
understanding of the repetitive nature of the subtraction algorithm. Students 
unbundled 1 hundred for 10 tens and 1 ten for 10 ones when necessary. Through 
practice, students discovered that just as we asked, “Do I have enough ones?” we can 
ask, “Do I have enough tens?” The only difference is in place value. And the last thing 
we did before the break was comparing and discussing the various strategies that we 
learned for adding and subtracting up to 200. We used place value language (ones, 
tens, hundreds) in describing each method. We also learned about an addition 
method called totals below.  
In reading and writing we have been busy working on identifying and creating 
similes. These help make our writing more exciting!  We have also been learning 
about the authors’ purpose of writing texts and finding evidence to support our 
answers. Students have been finding this information while reading about how the 
Earth’s forces affect us. Our reading includes super interesting facts about how 
gravity works, the things we see in the sky, different types of weather, and natural 
disasters like tornadoes! 
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 Third graders have been using their amazing multiplication skills to determine the 
area of rectangles. We have also used division to determine a missing side length 
when we are given the area. Students are starting to show mastery of multiplication 
and their math teachers are so happy! Please continue to practice multiplication 
facts 1 — 10. 
In Science, we have been looking at the three different types of rock — igneous, 
sedimentary and metamorphic. Students have been really enjoying these 
conversations and even bringing on rocks for us to categorize! We have also 
discussed the three different types of matter — solids, liquids and gasses and how the 
atoms inside are different. 
In Social Studies, we have looked at the different types of maps and how they give us 
different information. Students were really excited when we looked at maps of 
fictional places — like Fortnite and Minecraft. 
December brings the end of the Outer Space module in reading. As we look ahead to 
second semester, 3rd graders will begin thinking about traditions from various 
cultures and why it is important to value their unique heritage. During the first 
semester, we have focused on explanatory and opinion writing. Next, we will move 
on to narrative writing.  
Following winter break, the 3rd grade team will send home a brief reminder of 3rd 
grade classroom expectations, as well as an information sheet that can should be 
updated. Also, please remind your student to complete his/her homework. We want 
our students to be as successful as possible. Completing homework and the reading 
log will help our students stay on top of their learning. 
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4th grade has been wrapping up our module about character response to extreme 
settings and starting our new module about the American Revolution! While 
finishing up our “Extreme Settings” module, students will continue to reflect on 
questions like, “What do people’s thoughts and actions reveal about their character?” 
and “What does it take to survive in the wilderness?”. In our new module “The 
Redcoats Are Coming”, students will be taught to review the events of this 
paramount era with a critical eye to understand both sides of the Revolution, 
which is an important step in advancing their reading skills and their understanding 
of American history. 
 
This month in math we have been learning all about fractions! Comparing fractions, 
finding equivalent fractions, and converting fractions. We also spent some time 
reviewing all the standards previously taught in order to help our students prepare 
for the district assessments. We are very proud of our students, they put forth 
maximum effort and really gave it their best! 
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Happy New Year Centennial Families! The fifth grade team hopes you and your 
family had a restful and wonderful winter break, we are ready to continue our 
learning in the new year. In reading and writing, students will investigate how the 
Civil War impacted people and forever changed their lives. In Module 3, students will 
read the historical fiction novel The River Between Us by Richard Peck. Please 
remember that your student needs to continue reading every night for thirty 
minutes. We appreciate your support and we look forward to a great 2019 year! 
  
During the month of December, we were able to learn how to multiply and divide 
fractions. There was so much input from students we were able to use student 
perspective to guide learning. We were even able to play some math games that our 
students made for the class. In January we will finish up unit 4 and we will start our 
next math unit learning about volume and area. 
  
In science we have done an experiment to see weathering action so students were 
able to get hands on with their learning about landforms. This guides us to our next 
unit about Weather that we will start in January. 
  
Sincerely, 
The Fifth Grade Team 
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Welcome to 2019!  We hope that you had a warm and restful Winter Break!  The 
weather has turned cold!  If your student is in either of the SSN classrooms, look for 
information around field trips this semester!  We will be taking 3 or 4 of them before 
the end of the year! We will be working on reading, math, writing, and science as we 
move through the second half of the year.  Ask your student what he/she learned 
today?  You will be amazed at what they tell you.  Please make sure and send your 
child with a jacket because we go outside as much as possible.  Routines are 
important to our students!  Please make sure that you are keeping those bedtime 
and wakeup routines in place throughout the year.   
  
Ann Ansardi, SSN Teacher                                    Ryan Sebastian, Mild/Moderate 

Teacher 
Joel Karr, SSN Teacher                                 Leigh Ann Merchant, Mild/Moderate 

Teacher 
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 SPECi ALS 

I n t e c h no l o g y
,  s t u d e nt s  a r e  

c o nt i nu i ng  l e s
s o ns  o n 

c o d e . o r g .  T h e
y  a r e  

pr o g r a m m i ng  
a nd  pr o b l e m  

s o l vi ng  t o  a c c
o m pl i s h  t h e  

g o a l .  T h e y  a r e
 l e a r ni ng  h o w

 

t o  fi nd  a nd  fi x
 m i s t a k e s  t h a t

 

t h e y  m a k e  wh
i l e  c o d i ng .  

Techn o lo g y 

 Art 

Music 

PE 

   3 r d - 5 t h  g r a d e  
s t u d e nt s  a r e  

l e a r ni ng  t o  wi
n a nd  l o s e  i n 

a ppr o pr i a t e  w
a y s .  K - 2 n d  g r a d

e  

s t u d e nt s  a r e  fo
l l o wi ng  s i m pl e

 

r u l e s  fo r  g a m e
s  a nd  m o vi ng  

wi t h o u t  b u m p
i ng  i nt o  o t h e r

s .   

St u d e n t 's  w i l l  b e  l e a r n i n g h o w  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f t h e  l i b r a r y a n d  h o w  t o  p u t  b o o k s  o n  t h e  s h e l ve s . 

In Music, 1st & 4th graders are 
reviewing for testing. Kinder, 2nd, 3rd, 
and 5th graders are discussing and 
evaluating different live performances 
from musicals, ballets, and pop music. 

A r t w e w i l l  b e ex p l o r i ng  ho w  a r ti s ts  ca n u s e a  v a r i ety  o f  a r t m ed i a  a nd  s ty l es  to  ex p r es s  them s el v es  o r  co m m u ni ca te i d ea s . W e w i l l  a l s o  d i s cu s s  ho w  d i f f er ent p eo p l e i nter p r et a r t i n 
d i f f er ent w a y s  d ep end i ng  o n thei r  l i f e ex p er i ences  o r  the ti m e they  l i v e i n. 

Libr ar y 
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Student Council did not meet in December due to all students taking their CBM 
assessments and winter break. We will resume in mid-January. Be on the lookout for 
information for our next musical concession sale — which will be in February while 
fourth grade performs. Please continue to bring in your Box Tops! Attached is the 
updated list of products where you will find them. 
 
Thanks for your support! 
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4:15 pm - 6:00 pm 
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Upcoming Events 

Put this Calendar on your refrigerator door to help remember upcoming dates 

                                                       February 7                                        Science Night  4:15 pm - 6:00 pm 
                                                         February 18 President’s Day - No School 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1  2  3  4  5 

  WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  
  

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  

6 7  8 - A 9 - B 10 - C 11 - D 12 

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  
Classes 
Begin  

 

  
      

13 14 - E 15 - A 16 - B 17 - C 18 - D 19 

  Early Release 
2:05  

 

       

20 21  22 - E  23 - A  24 - B  25 - C  26 

  No School          

27 28 - D 29 - E 30 - A 31 - B   

    

  

2019 
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