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Dear Centennial Parents, 

 

This month has been a true time of thanks.  We had our family Thanksgiving feast in 

which many families came out to eat a special lunch with our students.  Everyone 

enjoyed the time together.  Thank you for joining us at this wonderful event!  

Another reason that November was so great is that we got to host the District 2 Care 

and Share Holiday Food Drive.  During this food drive, we gave away over 13,000 

pounds of food.  We were thankful to District 2 and Care and Share for selecting 

Centennial as the host site for this amazing event.  We are also very thankful that we 

get to work with your children everyday!  We do believe our Centennial students are 

the best and the support from families is much appreciated.  Our Centennial Staff 

members are proud to be part of our amazing community!  Happy Holidays to you 

and your family.  We appreciate all you do to support our school.  

Students continue to show academic growth while working to meet the proficient 

and advanced bar.  We believe all our students can and will achieve, and that is why 

our mission is Achievement Now!  One of our core beliefs is that student academic 

achievement is our number one priority; therefore, our staff works relentlessly to 

help all students succeed and grow.  Without your support we would not be able to 

do what we do each day with students – for that we thank you!  We will be taking 

our District Assessments next week.  Various tests will be given to all students 

throughout the December 3rd – December 19th testing window.  Please be sure that 

your child comes on time for school each day so that we can ensure your child can 

live our mission of Achievement NOW.  Together we can work together to ensure 

students have opportunities in life to be whatever they want to be! 

 

Achievement NOW, 

 

Mrs. Noyes    Mr. Lane 
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November has flown by and it has been a very busy month!  We hope that all our 
families had a wonderful and restful Thanksgiving.  December finds us taking our 
District Assessments, so it is very important that your student is at school each 
and every day, on time.  Our tests are given the first thing in the morning and it 
becomes a challenge to make them up if a student is late or absent.  We appreciate 
your help with this. 
  
In December, reading will find us continuing to work on our reading skills and 
finding the main idea in a story.  Please continue to work with your student on 
their sight words and letters and sounds.  Weight, length, height, and volume is our 
focus in math.  We will also continue to work number on writing and 
counting.  Writing finds us continuing to work on sentences and making sure that 
we have capital letters, punctuation and correct spacing. 
  
Please continue to send a jacket with your student to school each day and please 
check your student’s folder each night for important information, as well as their 
nightly homework.  Remember, homework is due on Fridays, and needs to be 
completed by the student.  We want to wish all our kindergarten families a 
wonderful holiday season.  
  
Mrs. Cardona, Ms. Kimsey, Mrs. King and Ms. Thomas 
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It is amazing to see how much our students have grown academically since August! 
In reading and writing District assessments are right around the corner! Currently 
we are reviewing skills that we have been learning all year. We are still working on 
developing strong paragraphs with proper punctuation, capitalization, and that are 
textual based. Please have your student in bed early so they are rested to 
demonstrate all the knowledge they have gained this school year. With our stories 
we will be working on comparing and contrasting, sequencing, cause and effect, and 
making predictions. 
During the next two weeks, our math class will learn about addition up to 20. We 
will learn how touse the make ten strategy to solve addition problems with addends 
of 7, 8, and 9. You can expect to see homework that asks your child to do the 
following: 
▪ ▪  Use the RDW process to solve word problems with three numbers (addends), 
two of which make ten. For example, two addends make ten in the problem 1 + 9 + 
5 = 10 + 5 = 15. 
▪ ▪  Change the order of addends in an addition problem to make ten. For example, 
consider the problem 1 + 5 + 9 = 9 + 1 + 5 = 10 + 5 = 15. 
▪ ▪  Solve addition problems by using the make ten strategy. (See Sample Problem.) 
▪ ▪  Determine whether it is more efficient to use counting on or the make ten 
strategy to solve anaddition problem. 
Addend: A number that is added to one or more numbers. For example, in 3 + 4 = 7, 
3 and 4 areaddends. 
Count on: To count up from one addend, or number, to the total. For example, in 6 
+ ___ = 8, we canstart at 6 and “count on” two more to reach the total of 8. 
Make ten: A strategy that involves breaking apart the smaller number before adding 
to make aunit of ten. For example, 9 + 4 can be thought of as 9 + 1 + 3. Fromthere, 
we can make the simpler problem, 10 + 3. 
RDW process: A three-step process used in solving wordproblems. RDW stands for 
Read, Draw, Write: Read the problem forunderstanding; Draw a picture to help 
make sense of the problem; Write an equation and a statement of the answer. 
Please remind your student to turn in their reading logs and their homework packets 
on Mondays. They will receive a new one each Monday. 
 
Thank you for your continual support 
 
Ms. Merwede, Ms. Chaltry, Mr. Junod, & Ms. Snow  
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It’s hard to believe that the end of the year is right around the corner. Your kids 
have been working so hard preparing for the District assessments that are going to 
happen.  Our math class has learned how to add vertically, with a focus on building 
a lasting understanding of place value. Grade 2 students are not expected to solve 
solely by using the algorithm. They first learned how to model and record the steps 
of the vertical form by using place value disks on a place value chart. Then the 
students moved on to drawings of place value disks and, after that, the chip model 
to show place value concepts at work. Our math class then learned to subtract 
vertically by aligning place value units, which is similar to working with addition. 
Again, Grade 2 students are not expected to solve solely by using the algorithm. To 
support understanding, we worked with place value disks and related that model to 
the vertical form. Students noticed that when modeling subtraction, only the total is 
drawn or created since the part being subtracted is taken from the total. We also 
drew a magnifying glass around the total to help us “look closer” to see whether we 
had enough ones or tens to subtract. 
  
In Science, we have had a blast learning about extreme weather: hurricanes, 
tornadoes, blizzards, and thunderstorms. We also learned about different cloud 
formations. We even had a meteorologist Matt Meister come out to talk to us about 
the weather!   
  
In reading this month, we are doing lots of reviewing for our upcoming district 
assessments in December.  In phonics, the students are reviewing long and short 
vowel sounds, multiple meaning words, prefixes and suffixes, and soft c/g.  In 
comprehension, we are continuing to read nonfiction text, in order to help us better 
understand main idea and key details.  We are also continuing to work on building 
our fluency, as our midyear fluency assessment is coming.  The students are working 
extremely hard on finishing the semester strong.   
 
 
Ms. Cohen, Ms. Gilkey, Ms. Gonzalez, Mr. Tetmeyer 
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 It's December already! Math has moved into area and how it relates to 
multiplication. We have used tools like pattern blocks, and tiles to help us measure 
area. Please continue to help your third grader practice their multiplication facts 
using our strategies - arrays, equal groups, tape diagrams and skip counting.  
 
Third grade really enjoyed our first science experiment - seeing what solutions 
would change gummy bears the most! We learned the steps then followed the 
scientific method to see what would make a gummy bear change the most 
overnight.  
 
 
In reading, 3rd graders have been exploring the Apollo 11 mission to the moon. We 
looked at point of view as we analyzed how the mission might feel for the 
astronauts, the control rooms at NASA, and for the public watching at home. 3rd 
graders have experienced the famous Walter Cronkite news report and the speech, 
"We Choose the Moon," that President John F. Kennedy presented at Rice Stadium. 
Watching these historic stories and speeches by video has enhanced our learning of 
space and what it means to mankind. 
 
Students are gearing up for their end of module exam which will be a four-
paragraph opinion essay. We have been building on our writing knowledge and are 
ready to show our writing skills in the next few weeks. 
 
Third Grade Team  
 
Ms. Ginster, Ms. Rademacher, Mrs. Kapfer  Mrs. Dowell  
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This month in English Language Arts, your child is learning about how the setting 
can affect a character in a book. So far we have read multiple Robert Frost poems 
and we are currently reading Gary Paulsen’s, “Hatchet”. Students have also been 
learning how to chart the events of a story as well as deepen their understanding 
of theme and the connections in which can be made to other texts as well as real 
life. 
  
This school year is flying by! We are already in Unit 4 of our Eureka Math 
curriculum. In October we learned a lot of new skills about long division using the 
standard algorithm, we also learned how to multiply 2 by 2 digit numbers using 
partial products. This month we are learning about fractions, how to compare  
them, and how to find equivalent fractions. Soon we will be adding and subtracting 
fractions and making connections between fractions and decimal numbers. As 
always, please continue to practice multiplication and division facts as this is  
always an integral part of our math curriculum. Please check online for parent   
help with our curriculum Eureka Math or use the engageny.org site to see our 
curriculum. 
 

Ms. Colon Ms. Watson Ms. Wind Ms. Eafanti Ms. Vasallo 
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During the month of December your student will be wrapping up module two. To 
demonstrate their learning and understanding of wordplay and narratives your 
student will complete and End-of-Module (EOM) Task. Your student will write an 
“exploded moment” in which Milo, the main character from The Phantom Tollbooth, 
encounters one of the demons from the Mountains of Ignorance. 
  
In math students will be continuing to work with fractions. We will learn how to 
multiply and divide fractions and to assess their understanding we will have a mid-
module test as well as an end of module assessment. For science we are finishing up 
the unit for landforms and resources so all students will be exposed to how humans 
effect the earth’s surface along with how we can help. 
  
Your student will also be taking a District test in all core content areas, so please 
ensure that your student is receiving the best amount of sleep. Also remember to 
take this time to enjoy your family and friends during the much needed break.  
 
Happy holidays from the fifth grade team. 
 
Mrs. Abowitz ,Mrs. Cordray , Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Brown   
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Thanksgiving Break is over and Winter Break is on the way! This year, 

Winter Break is from December 20th through January 7th. Students 

return on January 8th. With that being said, we have a lot of work to 

do before the break! It is time for all of our students to show us what 

they have learned over the first two quarters of school. This means 

that there will be testing going on in the building. It is important that 

your student is here and rested so that he/she can do their best each 

and every day. The weather has turned cold! Please make sure and send 

your child with a jacket because we go outside as much as possible. 

Routines are important! Please make sure that you are keeping those 

bedtime routines in place throughout the year. We have thought about 

what we're thankful for and now it is time to think about what we can 

do to help others. 
 
 

Ann Ansardi, SSN Teacher Ryan Sebastian, Mild/Moderate 
Teacher 

Joel Karr, SSN Teacher Leigh Ann Merchant, Mild/Moderate 
Teacher 
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Centennial has received new playground equipment, so students are learning how to treat the new equipment. They 
are also learning the importance of participating in a physical activity daily. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarteners are discovering how art can be used to tell stories. First graders are learning how warm and cool colors 
can be used to express emotion. Second and Fifth graders are preparing for their district assessments coming up in 
December. Third grade is continuing their exploration of 3-diminsional art and experimenting with clay. Fourth graders 
are learning how to create cityscapes from a variety of viewpoints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had a wonderful 2nd grade concert!  Thank you for joining us.  We are very excited about our 
Kindergarten concert on December 4th at 5:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students are learning how to be responsible and respectful. They are reviewing the expectations of the 
Library and how to treat books correctly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While using code.org the students are working on dragging and dropping the correct blocks so that they can complete 
the puzzle. The moves help them visualize how to solve the puzzle. 
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Student Council celebrated the Buddy Bench during our last meeting. It is an 
amazing accomplishment and everyone involved should be proud!  
 
We had an amazing time at the second grade musical and hope to see families at 
the next musical in December. Thank you to everyone for your ongoing support.  
 
Please continue to bring in Box Tops for Centennial!  
 
Have a warm and wonderful winter break!  
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Parents, are you staying informed with the direction of the District and your child’s school?  Be sure to 
update your information with the registrar at your child’s school.  When your cell phone number and 
email are on file, you will get important text messages, phone calls and emails.  Ask your registrar if you 
are set up to receive all messages.  Snow may be around the corner and we want to keep you informed 
quickly!  
 

 Download the District App! You can personalize the app to get school information that you need.  
Visit the Apple app store or Google playstore: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Visit your student’s school website and the district website for updates and all the latest on the 

accomplishments of HSD2.  
Please read the district’s Winter Weather Policy and be prepared for winter in Colorado! 
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   Lost & Found    
Please be sure to check the Lost & Found Box              

for any  lost coats, gloves, hats,  etc.                               
All items will be donated over winter break.   

Winter Break    
    

December 21st thru  
                     January 7th 

     

No School 
Have Fun!  

Don’t Forget……. 
            OnWinterBreak……. 
Read 20 minutes every night 
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Winter Weather Policy 
 

Student safety is always the District's first prior ity in determining 
whether to close or delay schools. If a school clos ure or delayed start 

is called, announcements will be made on local radi o and TV stations between 5:30 and 
6:00 a.m. 
  
On bad weather days the Superintendent receives a c all from the Director of Support Services 
informing him of the road conditions. In collaborat ion with the Superintendents of Widefield 
and Fountain-Fort Carson (nearest school districts)  the Superintendent will make the decision 
to close schools or announce a two-hour delayed sta rt. 
  
If a two-hour delayed start is called, the followin g will occur:  
 No morning Head Start or Preschool classes 
 No breakfast program 
 Buses will run two hours later and run on the regul ar schedule at the end of  the day 
 Classes will begin two hours later and end at the u sual time at the end of  the day 
 All childcare in the District will operate on a two -hour delay, however  childcare provided by 
the Boys and Girls Club 360 at Soaring Eagles Eleme ntary, Otero Elementary, and Oak Creek 
Elementary will be cancelled for the morning and op en in the afternoon 
  
We also respect the individual parent's right to ke ep their child at home.  Principals and 
teachers are directed so there will not be a conseq uence for the child that has parent 
permission to miss school due to inclement weather.  If a two-hour delayed start is called 
andparents feel weather conditions are a threat to their child's well-being, they may notify the 
school and those absences or late arrivals will be excused. The students are our first priority, 
and we feel strongly that any change in procedure b e thoroughly communicated to avoid 
confusion and difficulty for our students, parents and staff. 
 
Two-hour delay on a Monday 
On Monday mornings the District conducts PLC meetin gs and professional development for 
secondary schools (late start) and releases early f or the same reasons for elementary schools 
(early release). This poses some challenges should we have a two-hour delay on a Monday. 
  
Should the District call a two-hour delay on a Mond ay, all schools should start and end school 
as if it were a day that did not have a late start or early release. 
  
On a two-hour delay Monday, each school would start  classes two hours after the regular start 
of classes that the school has during the rest of t he week. Each school would end at the 
regular end of the school day that the school has d uring the rest of the week. 
  
Listen to local radio stations, watch local televis ion stations, check the district website or the 
district Facebook page between 5:30 and 6:00 a.m. w hen there is inclement weather . 
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       Upcoming Events 

Put this Calendar on your refrigerator door to help remember upcoming 

  January 21  Martin LutherKing Jr. Day - No School 
 February 18 President’s Day - No School 

January 8 Classes Begin 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

  

2 3 - D 4 - E 5 - A 6 - B 7 - C 8 

 Early 
Release 2:05  

Kindergarten 
Musical 

        4:00 PM  

  

  

        

9 10 - D 11 - E 12 - A 13 - B 14 - C 15 

  Early 
Release 2:05  

 

    Christmas 
Luncheon 

 
  

16 17 - D  18 - E  19 - A  20 - B  21  22 

       Winter 
Parties  

2:45 - 3:30  

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  
  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

WINTER  
BREAK 

30 
No 

School  

WINTER 

31 
No 

School  

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  

 WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  
  

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  
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BREAK   

Ends  

B e gi n s 

WINTER 
BREAK   

No School  
 


